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This summer we’ve been looking at some of the miracles of Jesus Christ.  Now this story might not be 

considered by some to be a typical miracle story.  There was no changing of water to wine.  There was 

no raising of the dead.  There was no healing of the sick or lame.  There was no blind man who could 

now see.  No, there was none of that.  But, I think that if we look more closely at this scripture, we will 

see, what is actually, one of the greatest miracles of all performed by our Lord and Savior.  A miracle 

that he still performs today, here and now, and which some of you may have even experienced. 

 

So let's look at this story about the adulterous woman who was to be stoned.  Now the Bible doesn't go 

into any detail about what happens when someone is stoned, but you can imagine.  Perhaps some of you 

have heard of or read the book, The Stoning of Soraya M.  It's a true story that takes place in Iran in the 

1980’s about a 35-year-old woman who was in fact stoned to death for alleged adultery.  I don't plan to 

get into any of the gory details of the story except to tell you that the victim's hands are tied to her side 

and she is then buried up to her neck, totally vulnerable, totally helpless as people hurl stones at her 

head.  It is a truly gruesome way to die. 

 

Now I share this with you because this is the exact situation that Jesus is forced to deal with in today’s 

Scripture.  It’s early one morning and Jesus is teaching at the Temple, where a large crowd had gathered 

to hear him.  And just imagine him telling the crowd wonderful and uplifting words like, "Blessed are 

the merciful for they will be shown mercy."  Or, “I am the light of the world, whoever follows me will 

never live in darkness but will have the light of life.”  Imagine him standing there preaching his gospel 

of love and mercy and forgiveness and compassion, all those things we imperfect humans are so 

desperate to hear.  But the problem for Jesus was that these wonderful teachings were in direct conflict 

with those of the scribes and Pharisees - the religious establishment, who believed and taught that the 

“letter of the law” was more important than the “spirit of the law.”  And that “letter of the law” had no 

room for mercy, no room for God's grace.  So these men wanted to devise a plan that would discredit 

Jesus.   

 

And so they did!  They come bursting in, interrupting Jesus while he's teaching, bringing to him a 

woman caught in the act of adultery.  And they make her stand right in the middle of this large crowd.  



You can imagine her fear.  Dragged along by a group of men intent on stoning her to death.  But, as I 

indicated, their real intent was not so much to get at her, but to get at Jesus.  To question his authority.  

So they get right to the point, “Teacher,” they say, as if they respected him.  “Teacher, this woman was 

caught in the very act of committing adultery.  Now the law of Moses commands us to stone such 

sinners.  But… but what do you say?”  What do you think Jesus?  The Gospel tells us they said this to 

Jesus to trap him, so that they might have some charge to bring against him.   

 

So how does Jesus react to this?  Well, he stoops down and writes with his finger in the dust of the 

ground.  Now no one knows what he writes, though it's been the subject of much speculation over the 

past two thousand years.  Maybe he was writing nothing, just buying some time to think.  We've all 

done that - had a piece of paper in front of us and a pen or pencil in our hand, and we begin to doodle, as 

we ponder some important thought.  Perhaps he was upset at having his teaching interrupted and at 

being tested, and drawing in the dust was his way of counting to ten before saying anything.  Or maybe 

he was permitting the accusers to settle into their smugness, knowing that soon they would walk away in 

shame.  I don’t know.  I personally like to think that Jesus was praying – Jesus the Son, God the Father, 

the Holy Spirit, all in conversation about what would be their perfect resolution to the problem facing 

Jesus.  A resolution that would involve a miracle.  Yes, a miracle. 

 

Because the woman is clearly guilty.  Her accusers are demanding an answer, and the crowd waits in 

cautious anticipation.  What will he do, what will he say?  Then Jesus stands up and speaks, “Let the 

one who is without sin throw the first stone.”  “Let the one who is without sin throw the first stone.”  

You can just imagine the gasp, and then the pregnant pause as the magnitude, the implication of those 

words sunk in to everyone's mind.  Everyone slowly lowering their head, yet subtly raising their eyes, 

looking around to see what everyone else would do.  And that's when the miracle occurred.  Because 

one of the men who had dragged the woman before Jesus, the leader, was miraculously transformed.  

His heart no longer was intent on the punishment of a person, instead he looked with compassion upon a 

fellow sinner.  His heart no longer judged an adulteress, instead his heart felt mercy for a frightened 

woman.  And then he dropped his stone and walked away.  And one by one, the others followed. 

 

The final scene is quiet and solemn.  The accusers and crowd has dispersed, and everyone is gone.  St. 

Augustine describes the scene as follows: “There are but two left: affliction and mercy.”  Affliction and 

mercy.  How beautifully said.  The woman stands before Jesus in her affliction.  And Jesus speaks to the 



woman in his mercy, “Where are your accusers?  Has no one condemned you?  Then neither do I 

condemn you.  Go on your way and from now on, sin no more.”  Now that's good news for us as well. 

Because all of us are guilty of something we wish we hadn’t done or hadn’t said.  All of us have had 

some occasion when we wish we could turn back the clock and start over.  All of us at some time have 

felt like the author who wrote: “How I wish that there was some wonderful place called The Land of 

Beginning Again.  Where all our mistakes, all our heartaches, all our poor selfish grief, could be 

dropped like a shabby old coat at the door, and never put on again.”  Well here is that place – standing 

before Jesus in our affliction, hearing him say, in his mercy, “Neither do I condemn you.”  Neither do I 

condemn you.  As the Bible says, “He does not deal with us according to our sins, or repay us according 

to our iniquities.  As far as the east is from the west, so far he removes our transgressions from us.”     

 

Now I think you would have to agree that this is, indeed a wonderful miracle story of transformation.  

But I think there's more to be learned from it.  And that is for us to look into our own hearts, and ask 

"Are we willing to let a miracle of transformation occur in us?"  Because aren’t we also guilty of 

picking up stones to throw?  Oh, maybe not stones that can physically kill, but stones that can kill 

someone’s spirit, kill their sense of self-worth, kill their dreams.  Haven’t we thrown stones of anger, of 

resentment, of hurtful words, of icy silence.  Thrown stones of gossip, revenge, bitterness, indifference?  

Because our own hearts are hardened in some way, hardened against someone else, hardened against 

our life situation or even hardened against God, and we lash out.  And like that accuser, we too, need a 

change of heart.   

 

We need to drop those stones that cause others pain and sorrow and hurt, and allow Christ to work in 

our hearts.  To bring about transformation, giving us an attitude of patience, acceptance, tolerance, love.  

The accuser, came with one purpose – to stone the woman and thereby discredit Jesus.  He left as one 

who had been changed by Jesus, and as a result he could go around and live by the love of God.  And 

because of his change of heart, he changes the lives of others – the life of the woman and all who 

followed his example.   

 

You see, the teachings of Jesus Christ's come down to a rather simple proposition (for people like that 

man, and for) ordinary people like you and me.  If God is to be known, if his light is to shine, then that 

knowledge and that light must be shown through the way we act and the way we live our lives.
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Somehow that message got through to the man in today’s story.  His heart, empty, lifeless of mercy, 

blind to the pain of others, was now filled with forgiveness and compassion and love.  Now I don't know 

about you, but I call that, a miracle.  Amen 

 

 

 

 


