
Rick Warren, pastor of Saddleback Church:  "Without a purpose, life is motion without meaning, activity 

without direction, and events without reason."   Repeat 

 

 

O Loving God, Mighty God, Merciful God, thank you for the gift of another day.  For the beauty that 

surrounds us, for the fellowship we share in this place, for the love of family and friends, and for our 

Christian faith that not only brings us to worship you today, but also sustains us through the ups and 

downs of everyday life.  Jesus, we thank you for telling us that you came so that we might have life and 

have it abundantly.  For we desperately want an abundant life, but truthfully, sometimes we feel less than 

our best.  Sometimes we question who we really are and what we are doing, we question our health and 

abilities, we question what true contentment and happiness looks like, and we question our purpose in 

this life.  And when that happens, we feel like we are motion without meaning and activity without 

direction.  And yet, as St. Paul reminds us, “we are God’s masterpiece, his workmanship, created in 

Jesus Christ to do good works.”  Created to do good works.  And it is true, Lord, when we look outside 

ourselves, we see the world and people around us differently.  We see that we are not the center of the 

universe, we understand that life does not owe us anything, and that in actuality, we owe you our lives.  

And that is what gives our life meaning and purpose.  To do your will, to be used by you, to be filled 

with your Holy Spirit so that our lives are molded and shaped into the holy and divine image in which we 

were created.  Lord, you have placed so much potential in each one of us, and we pray that we would 

open our hearts to you, that we might be co-creators with you to make a world where there is love and 

joy and compassion and energy and gratitude for everything we have been given.   

 

Lord, in that spirit of looking outside ourselves, we seek to pray for others.  We lift up Don, Ryan, and 

the entire Falmouth Police Department, and all those who put their lives on the line every day, for our 

safety and protection.  We pray too for Malik, and the others in the house involved in this incident.  We 

don’t know what has caused them to be so angry, so violent, and we seek to remember that they too are 

your children, made in your image, although that image has been distorted.  May it be a reminded for us 

a church to be diligent, intentional, and committed to reaching out and touching the lives of those who 

don’t know you, and yet need the love and direction and hope that you can offer.  Lord, we bring to you 

those who are on our hearts and minds, and we do in not alone, but in fellowship with our brothers and 

sisters in Christ, and so may you hear us and may we hear each other as we lift the names of those for 

whom we ask your blessing. 

 


