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Whether you're a democrat or republican, I think you'll enjoy this story.  It's about our good friends, 

Joan and Gerry.  A couple of years ago, on the Saturday after Thanksgiving, they went to late afternoon 

Mass at our Lady of Victory Church in Centerville.  After the service was over they headed to the 

parking lot to get into their car and go home.  As they were walking past this one car, they noticed an 

elderly woman attempting to back out of her parking space and she was struggling.  She apparently 

couldn't drive a standard transmission car very well and couldn't get the car into reverse.  Gerry watched 

and heard as the gears grinded together, the car bucked and then stalled.  It happened again… and again.  

Finally, Gerry, in an act of kindness, went over to the window and asked the woman if she wanted some 

help.  She looked to be in her eighties, and was plainly dressed in slacks and a jacket, and she replied, 

“Just back it out for me then I'll be okay.”  So Gerry did.  The woman got back in her car and attempted 

to drive forward out of the parking lot, but the same thing happened.  Grinding gears, the car bucking, 

and then it stalled out.  So Gerry again went over to the woman and offered more help.  “I'll be glad to 

drive your car home for you, and my wife can follow us in our car.  I really don't mind.”  The woman 

told Gerry that it was a grandchild's car and since she had difficulties getting to the church in the first 

place, she would accept his offer of help. 

 

They proceeded to the woman's house, making small talk and Gerry introduced himself.  The woman 

responded, “Nice to meet you, Gerry, I’m Ethel Kennedy.”  And yes, she was heading to the Kennedy 

compound in Hyannisport where she was living at the time.  Gerry, of course, called his wife on the cell 

phone and told her who he was with in the car, and where they were going.  When they got to the house, 

Ethel… they were on a first name basis at this point… invited Gerry and Joan in for a drink.  They sat in 

the living room under a huge portrait of JFK.  Now because of the memories that image of the president 

instills, the family actually ships the portrait back and forth between Hyannisport and their West Palm 

Beach, Florida estate, depending on the season and where they’re living at the time.  Well, Ethel, 

proceeded to entertain Gerry and Joan with stories about all the Kennedy’s and some inside political 

intrigue over the past few decades.  In fact, the very room where they were sitting was the room where 

JFK, Jackie, Bobby, Ted, and the other wives, and their closest advisors, were sitting in on the night of 

the election.  Some of you probably remember that the outcome of the election between Kennedy and 

Nixon wasn’t determined until well after midnight, when finally JFK was announced as the 35th 



president of the United States.  Suffice it to say, it was a very memorable evening for Gerry and Joan, as 

they sat in that room, in that house.  Now whether or not you're a Kennedy supporter, (and incidentally, 

Gerry and Joan are not), you still would have to admit that the Kennedy name has influenced and 

shaped the character of this country.  And for a few hours that night, Gerry and Joan were living a part 

of history.  For a few hours they were influenced by a presence larger than themselves. 

 

And in a similar, but much, much, greater sense, I think that's exactly what happened in today's miracle 

story.  Jesus and his mother are invited to a wedding.  It was custom at that time for wedding 

celebrations to last as long as a week.  Which seems longer than some marriages last these days!  And 

like any wedding celebration, then or now, there's music, dancing, talking, laughing, food and wine – 

lots of it.  But a problem develops at this particular wedding because they run out of wine.  Just imagine 

the last wedding you attended, and what the general feeling would be if there wasn’t any wine or drink 

available for the guests to enjoy.  Well in this case, one of the guests is not only a neighbor, a friend of 

the bride and groom, but Jesus Christ… God incarnate.  A man fully human, yet fully divine.  So let's 

talk about that for a moment.  Jesus being both human and divine.  In his humanity - a young man in his 

thirties, Jesus had probably been the head of his household for some time now, and he knows the burden 

of heavy responsibility.  His earthly father, Joseph, is no longer with them, so he cares for his mother 

and siblings.  He works hard to make a living with his hands, as a carpenter.  I’m sure he was an 

excellent one.  And I'm sure Jesus also knows the feeling of being tired, achy, thirsty, working in the hot 

sun in that land called Palestine.  He knows the frustrations of dealing with customers, neighbors, and 

even family members.  He knows the joys and delights of this life, like holding children on his lap, or 

sitting on the hillside overlooking the beautiful Sea of Galilee and reveling in God’s creation, or even, 

as we heard today, going to a wedding feast.  And like any young man, he probably enjoys going to a 

party and having a glass or two of wine in the company of good friends.  Yes, I'm pretty certain that 

Jesus enjoyed this earthly life God gave him and he wanted to live it to the fullest, both in work and at 

play.   

 

But Jesus is also more!  He's also divine. He’s the world's Savior, the world’s Redeemer.  It was just a 

few days earlier that John the Baptist pronounced him, “the Son of God.”  And from that time on, he 

influenced people by embodying a presence larger than what they had ever seen or could imagine.  That 

of God himself!  He forgave the sins of the unforgivable – like the adulteress, the prodigal son, the tax 

collector, the thief on the cross, and even you and me.  He made whole those who were broken, sick, 



dying through his mercy, compassion, and healing of both body and soul.  He spoke with authority 

when he described the Kingdom of Heaven.  He taught about God’s love and commandments in ways 

people could understand, ways which made them feel loved and cared for.  And, he made the ultimate 

sacrifice... he gave his life for his friends – and that includes you and me as well. 

 

And yet here he is, at a feast, just one of the guys, having a good time, enjoying good fellowship, and 

drinking some wine.  Well, maybe not!  They ran out of wine.  And what an embarrassment that would 

have been for the newlywed couple!  Something that would have been talked about for a long time.  But 

prodded by his mother, he takes action and changes the water into wine and saves the wedding 

celebration.   

 

Now, you might think this miracle story ends right here.  But there's a lot more to this message!  And, 

it's so beautiful in its simplicity if we just think about it.  And that is… that Jesus Christ does the work 

of God, influencing the people around him, at one of the most common events in this life – a party, a 

celebration, a wedding, where people interact with one another.  Here, Jesus shows us how we too, can 

do the work of God in those common, everyday events and experiences of life.  Like - at a party, or on 

the golf course, in the supermarket, at work, and even in your home... especially in your home.  And 

although I truly believe Jesus was enjoying himself at the wedding, not for a second do I believe he 

drank too much.  Not for a second do I think Jesus lost his identity at that party.  Instead, I think those 

around him that night were lifted up by him because they knew they were in a presence larger than 

themselves.  I think they were influenced by Jesus’ conversation, by his demeanor, his kindness, by the 

fact he offered help, that he calmly handled a difficult situation, that he brought joy, by bringing about 

change and transformation.  And in our everyday experiences, shouldn't the same be true for us.  

Shouldn’t we lift people up by the things we say, by the help we offer, by raising our behavior to a 

standard that is higher, larger than the world around us.  Shouldn’t we try and create change and 

transformation in this world.  Just like Christ did.   

 

The answer is obvious, and that's probably why you're here today. You're here to be fed, so that you can 

go and feed others.  You're here to rest in God, so that you’ll be ready to work hard for God.  You're 

here to praise the Lord so that you can leave here and please the Lord.  But we have to remember, it’s 

what we do Monday through Saturday that affects the people and world around us.  Mahatma Gandhi 

once said, “I like your Christ.  I do not like your Christians.  Your Christians are so unlike your Christ.”  



Because too often “Christians” don’t live out their faith where it matters most – in those day-to-day 

common experiences of life.  Where we face those difficult decisions, irritating people, relentless 

pressures; where we have to deal with illness and disappointment and misunderstanding and failure.  It 

is here, in our daily interactions, that we are to have a positive influence on others.  And don't we need 

that in times like these?!   

 

Yes, by embodying a presence larger than ourselves – that of Jesus Christ, we can love the unlovable, 

forgive the unforgivable, we can bring peace, patience, tolerance, hope, joy, and a willingness to go the 

extra mile.  Just like Jesus changed water into wine, we can change attitudes, actions, people, 

workplaces and lives.  And that, too would be a miracle! Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


