
Eugene Peterson:  “Life is not a game; it is serious business and the stakes are eternally high.  And so, 

you must start with the fundamentals: there is a God and we’re not him!” 

 

O Holy, Eternal, Mighty, yet always Loving God, we come, claiming along with the Psalmist, “O Lord, 

our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth.  When I look at your heavens, the work of your 

hands, the moon and stars, what are human beings that you should think of us and care for us?  And yet 

you have given us charge over everything you made.”  And Lord, we are humbled. For we know that we 

are not you. We cannot create our own world, we cannot create new beings, we cannot set the sun in the 

sky, or make the rain fall, and we cannot fathom the scope of all you have done. For us – human beings, 

mere mortals, whose time on this earth is limited, and who too often act as though life is a game.  

Forgive us, Lord for the times when we want to be you.  When we want to be in charge, when we want 

things to go our way, when we get angry or frustrated when we don’t understand what is going on in our 

lives.  Lord, help us to remember that you can see the big picture, we cannot.  Help us have faith in your 

sovereignty.  And thank you Lord, that you have entrusted us to care for this earth and your creation.  

That you have given us charge over everything.  And yet we seek your forgiveness again Lord, for the 

ways in which we have not been good caretakers.  Forgive us our wasteful, throw away habits, filling 

more and more landfills.  Forgive us our lack conserving energy and our earth’s resources, satisfying our 

own desires, assuming there will always be enough, without regard for the generations yet to come after 

us.  Forgive us for the ways in which we have spoiled the purity and beauty of the world around us.  

And, as we think about your creation, help us to be faithful to care for one another, - also your creation, 

your beloved children.  Lord, in our homes, our workplaces, in our own hearts, may we work to 

overcome the divisiveness, the incivility, the intolerance, the judgment, the fear, the sensationalism that 

is so very prevalent today.  Help us to faithfully follow the one we call the Prince of Peace. Help us do as 

Jesus said – to let our light shine so that others would follow his light.  May we seek to live in such a 

way that your kingdom will come on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

Lord, we come to this time also to pray for others.  We share in their pain, and we ask for healing, for 

hope, for life, for newness, for joy.  We pray for many things for many people, and it is a gift of 

Christian fellowship to be able to pray together for one another.  And so, Lord, hear us now as people in 

this congregation lift aloud the names for whom we ask your blessing. 

 


