
World learned of death of Kofi Annon – 1
st
 black African to be UN Secretary General and winner of 

Nobel Peace Prize.  Reminded me of a quote by Nelson Mandela: “To be free is not merely to cast off 

one’s chains, but to live in a way that respects and enhances the freedom of others.” 

 

Holy and Loving God, thank you for this opportunity to gather here today.  To worship you, to share in 

Christian fellowship, to step away from the busyness of the world, and to pause, and consider our lives, 

our blessings, and to be thankful.  Thankful for the many gifts we enjoy, and too often just expect.  And 

we know that our freedom is one of those.  Our freedom to make our own choices – our free will that lets 

us set our own course, and live our life the way we choose.  It is both a give of love, and a gift of trust.  

And we confess, Lord, that sometimes we don’t use that freedom wisely or properly.  We sometimes 

make wrong choices, we say and do things we shouldn’t, we don’t do the things we should.  And we 

misuse the freedom you’ve given us.  Forgive us, Lord.  Thank you that we can come to this table set by 

your own body and blood, which removes our sins from us, and strengthens us for better and more 

faithful living.  We give you thanks also for the freedoms we enjoy in this country.  Last night’s 

spaghetti dinner was a reminder of the many sacrifices and lives that have been lost so that we can live in 

peace and prosperity.  And we pray for those who continue to fight and protect and work to ensure our 

democracy, and our freedom.  And Lord, help us to remember that with freedom comes responsibility.  

That as your children, we are called to respect and enhance the freedom of others.  That we are to want 

for others – those with a different religion, different economic position, different sexuality, different 

color, different lifestyle, that we are to want for all your children the very same rights and privileges and 

freedoms that we have.  May we see justice through your eyes, and work for the good of all.  Not only as 

individuals, but as a country.  May your spirit of peace and compassion and civility spread through the 

halls of our political institutions, our broadcasting stations, the entertainment industry, and the world of 

social media.   

 

Lord, we pray this week for our Vacation Bible School – for all the kids who will come, for the 

volunteers who will selflessly give many hours this week, for Allison who has worked so hard to ensure 

that kids in our community know your love and presence in their lives.  May they be touched in 

meaningful, life changing ways.  We lift up the road race and those who will be coming to our church 

tomorrow and experiencing our Christian hospitality.  Along with parking cars, and offering water and 

fruit, may we also offer laughter and joy, support and encouragement, and even a “may God bless you.”  

There are others, Lord…  



Dear Lord, we want John Wesley to be a strong and vital church in our community. And we want to be 

guided by your vision and plan for us.  As we move into the future, please lead us all in our thoughts, our 

discussions, and our decisions. Show us what you would have us do and how you would have us do it. 

And help us always remember that John Wesley is your church, not ours – may your will be done. In 

Christ’s name we pray. Amen 

 


