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Rev. Ed dela Cour 

Matthew 24: 4 – 14     +    JOHN WESLEY UMC    +     9/02/2018 

“DON’T LET YOUR LOVE GROW COLD” 

 

 I read somewhere there’s an old Chinese curse that says, “May you live in 

interest times.”  The idea is that while living in interesting times might seem like a 

blessing, but the curse is ironic.  Uninteresting times are characterized by peace 

and tranquility, while interesting times are filled with disruption, disorder, conflict, 

and chaos.  I think you’ll agree – we live in interesting times. 

 

 Whenever I read 2 Timothy 3, I am struck by how our culture mirrors Paul’s 

description of life in the last days.  In the course of human events, every culture in 

decline has suffered a similar fate.  Selfishness increases.  Families disintegrate.  

People betray the ones they are supposed to love.  Other people rebel against all 

forms of authority and societal norms.  Opportunities for deception abound in the 

last days.  People seem to want to be lied to!  As society sinks lower and lower, the 

spirit of antichrist rises up and up as people become ever more enamored by 

wickedness.  There is nothing new about children rebelling against their parents or 

parents abandoning their God-given responsibilities.  To make matters even worse, 

faithful followers of Jesus are becoming scapegoats to blame for every problem.  

Christians are finding themselves standing alone.  Alone is a lonely place to be.  

The words of Jesus we read in Matthew 24 give us a very relevant warning as we 

think about the news we hear every day.  It is relevant to us because we have to 

figure out how to live faithfully and obediently in these days.  Truly, we are living 

in times of great distress, interesting times.  

 

 It’s not that the wicked always prosper, either.  In recent days we have seen 

some famous people commit suicide.  They have money and seemed to have every 

good thing life can offer.  You may recall designer Kate Spade and celebrity chef 

Anthony Bourdain both committed suicide by hanging this summer.  We saw that 

man steal a plane and crash it on an island in Puget Sound.  With all they had in 

life, nevertheless, they purposefully cut short and ended their lives.  Perhaps their 

tragic deaths can be attributed to a loss of hope at a cellular level.  They had 

money, but they had no hope.  Some had fame, but they had no purpose.  They 

seemed to have it all, but they lacked that which is of ultimate importance.  They 

did not have a saving relationship with Jesus.   

 

I met a woman who was preparing to enter hospice.  From a worldly point of 

view she had very little.  She was completely bald.  Nevertheless, she spoke about 

the hope she possessed.  Her Bible was at home, so I gave her a Gideon New 

Testament and Psalms.  Then she happily talked about her confidence in God and 

about her desire to stay strong and to stand firm until the end of her life. 
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Jesus warned His disciples to be aware that soon they would experience the 

very worst that can happen in this life.  Their trust in the love of family members 

and friends would be betrayed.  Within their families, rebellion would rear its ugly 

head.  They would find themselves hated and ridiculed by their neighbors.  People 

they had loved and even trained in the Christian faith would fall into deception and 

become ardent members of cults.  They would experience rejection simply because 

they chose to follow Jesus.  They would learn what it’s like to experience spiritual 

loneliness, to be alone in a crowd.  In so many words, Jesus was saying, dear 

friends, you need to be ready for this.  Do not be caught unaware or unprepared. 

 

It is into the context of war and unrest that Jesus calls you and me to stand 

firm to the end.  He calls us to hang in there, not to allow our love to grow cold, 

and not to give up.  We find in verses 12 – 13 what I think may be one of the 

Bible’s most frightening statements. 

 

In the midst of suffering persecution, maybe losing our jobs or even our 

homes, in the middle of paying a steep price for simply trying to be faithful and 

obedient, we understand all of that is not the worst that can happen.  Even 

deadlier than persecution, even more crippling facing an angry mob, I could grow 

cold in my relationship with Jesus.  The result of an abundance of evil flourishing 

around me can be that I begin to pull back and no longer follow Jesus fully.  My 

walk can easily become stale.  I could become chillingly formal in my expression 

and experience of faith.  I can default into “religion.”  In 2 Timothy 3: 5, Paul 

characterized the spiritual values of religious people in the end times as “having 

the form of godliness but denying its power.”  To them, Christian faith is all about 

form and ritual.  It’s all about “dotting the eyes and crossing the tees.”  It’s all 

about going to church, but not being the church.  It’s all about being suitably 

accredited but not at all concerned about the anointing of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus 

would have us develop our spiritual muscles so we are able to avoid this outcome 

like the spiritual plague it is.  

 

It is certainly a lot easier to preach this way when we think we will never 

have to live it.  We’ve never had enemy aircraft strafe our homes.  Our nation 

hasn’t been invaded since 1812.  We don’t have the secret police arresting us on 

the street.  What we do have is a normalcy that numbs our spiritual life, a bland 

sameness that makes it seem as though we are living for Jesus when in fact, we’re 

not.  We are spiritually bored.   

 

How would we react if we had to give account to God right now for the way 

we are living?  What if God called us Home today?  What if we stood before Him 

and God were to ask us how real is our love for Jesus?  How deep is your 

relationship with God?  How warm and how vibrant is your love for God?  In these 

matters, we grade ourselves on a very generous curve, but God does not.  What is 
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important to God Jesus says in John 14:15, “If you love me, you will obey what I 

command.”  

 

What frightens me, what really concerns me, is the potential for my love to 

grow cold.  It is scary to consider what effect the increase of the wickedness all 

around me has on me.  Jesus warns me that I am not immune to the infectious 

spiritual diseases that swirl around me.  That means my love for Jesus is in danger.  

There really is a certain contagion involved in being so close to rampant sin.  There 

is an effect on us when we become accustomed to sinful behavior all around us.  In 

these verses, Jesus is not talking to the people in the world out there.  He is 

speaking to His Church.  He is speaking to His Bride, to you and me.  We are the 

ones who are supposed to reflect and even radiate the love and the presence of 

God. 

 

Friends, I do not want a cold heart to be my spiritual legacy.  I don’t want to 

be the kind of person who starts well and ends badly.  I don’t want my relationship 

with my Savior to deteriorate into a bland ritual of rote exercises.  I don’t want my 

love to grow cold – and neither do you.  You know as well as I that cold-hearted 

people are not going to share Jesus with the world.  You would not be here today if 

you were fundamentally careless or unconcerned about the way you are living for 

Jesus.   

  

In Revelation 13:10 there’s a real caution, “This calls for patient endurance 

and faithfulness on the part of the saints.”  Endurance, perseverance, faithfulness 

are each qualities and virtues that only come with longevity.  We do not get to 

survive or to thrive in the coming days if we give up now, if we let down our guard.  

One of the greatest forms of deception the enemy of our souls employs against us 

is the lie that says we don’t have to worry about staying strong.  You know, the lie 

that says God won’t give us more than we can handle, and we get to determine 

how much we can handle!  Friend, God is the One who knows what we can handle.  

If you’re facing a boatload of pain, God has all the strength you need and He 

stands ready to give it all to you.  We cannot allow ourselves to succumb.  The 

stakes are too high; in fact, the stakes are eternal. 

 

 Not only is our love for Jesus at risk, but also Jesus said in Matthew 24: 13, 

those who are saved are the ones who remain firm to the end.  You haven’t 

completed the course just by signing up.  Standing firm means we cannot slide into 

heaven on yesterday’s passion for Jesus.  Today’s faith is tomorrow’s dead zone.  

In verse 14, Jesus implied they are the ones God will use to bring the Word of God 

to the whole world.  If you desire to see Jesus, if you hope for His soon return, 

then this is for you.  If you have no concern for the nations, you have missed the 

significance of the Gospel.  You need to meet Jesus at the cross and embrace the 

resurrection.  
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The end of the age does not come until the Gospel has been preached into 

every people group, every tribe and nation, every language in the world.  

Somehow in God’s economy, the effective proclamation of the Gospel coincides 

with growing antipathy for Jesus and hostility toward His followers.  The work of 

evangelism coincides with persecution.  It happens at the same time as chaos, 

conflict, and disruption.  It also coincides with many religious people discovering 

that their religion is one of convenience only.  To their eternal regret, they will 

learn those who share the religion of Jesus must bear a cross, but that cross is not 

the spiritual equivalent of a convenience store or of a microwave oven.  Spiritual 

victory is never quick and following Jesus is never easy. 

 

 While patient endurance and faithfulness may not be among our strengths or 

the virtues that come easily to us, they are among the very good reasons for the 

existence of the Church.  We are here to encourage one another to endure, to spur 

one another on to growth and godliness and to remain faithful.  That’s our job in 

the church. 

 

 To keep our love from going cold, to help us hang in there over the long haul, 

to maintain our faithfulness and obedience, we need to make sure we are not 

simply going along with what everyone else in the culture is doing.  Proverbs 15: 5 

says, “A fool spurns his father’s discipline.”  You know how you feel when you see 

someone you know, or even a person you love, turn his back on wisdom and seek 

after the things of this world that will destroy him.  Your heart breaks because you 

think of the teachings in the Scriptures about fools.  So many people refuse to 

listen to God or take His warnings to heart.  Let’s not be among them!  Fools are 

people who will not listen.  If we are willing to listen to what Jesus is saying, there 

are some things we could do to incorporate the truth of this warning from Jesus 

into our daily lives. 

 

 As followers of Jesus, we can learn to listen to God and learn how to develop 

a Kingdom perspective on life.  God is working out His purpose in this world.  We 

have a part in that purpose.  We do not want to lose our focus.  We don’t want to 

become hardened because of pain or the disappointments that come so easily in 

life.  You already know life can bring all sorts of downturns into the life of a 

believer - from sickness and death of loved ones, to loss of a job or a relational 

breakdown.  We don’t know what might happen, whether we may even face a civil 

war, or have to deal with persecution, or even martyrdom.   

 

A lot of people blame God for the twists and turns they face.  Some become 

angry or cynical.  Are we becoming disappointed with God?  Is life not turning out 

the way you hoped?  Don’t let your heart grow cold.  The depth and the strength 

we build into our relationship with God will surely effect how we react to "the slings 

and arrows of outrageous fortune."   

   



 5 

 Here’s what we need to do: Stay attentive to scripture.  When you pick up 

your Bible, take a moment to ask God to speak to you.  Father, help me hear You 

speak in Your Word.  What are You speaking into my heart today?  What are You 

saying specifically to me?  God, don’t let me simply watch words pass before my 

eyes.  Christian, are you making a habit of allowing God to speak into your life 

every day?   

 

 Stay attentive in worship.  That’s not the same as simply showing up for 

church.  Being attentive means taking part and engaging.  Listen to what God 

might be saying to you, or saying to our church, as you worship.  Is God 

encouraging you in an area of need in your life?  Is there something He wants us 

to do?  Is there someone He is asking you to speak with to encourage or to ask 

forgiveness?  A flat note or a song that doesn’t go as we’d hoped is not an 

opportunity to criticize; it’s a chance to pray for the musicians.  A sermon that in 

your mind seems dry is your opportunity to pray for your pastor.  Those who lead 

the singing or do the preaching are not here to be your entertainers.  They are 

seeking to lead us before the throne of God. 

 

 Stay attentive to the believers around you.  We are not here simply to occupy 

the seats and receive like baby birds in the nest.  We are also here to give.  We are 

here to learn to be sensitive to others.  Learn how to develop a heart for people.  

That’s not easy to do, so ask God for grace to receive that ability. 

 

 Stay attentive to the needs that exist around you.  When people bother us, 

when we are irritated by their needs, or by their children, those are signs that you 

have a heart that has begun to chill.  If we can’t love people in the Body of Christ 

who have needs, how can we love our neighbors? 

 

 Lastly, realize the one sacrifice you can make to keep your love from growing 

cold is to offer God your time.  I find I don’t have time for God.  I have to squeeze 

Him in between all my very pressing needs and my self-interest.  I find it’s much 

the same as finding time for my wife.  You don’t love what you will not make a 

sacrifice to keep.  For the one you love you will joyfully sacrifice.  When we realize 

even a little of what God has done to save us and preserve us, we begin to see 

that offering God some of our precious time is a small sacrifice to make, but it will 

define our passion for His name. 

 

 Beloved, let’s determine that we will do everything in our power to keep our 

own spiritual fervor strong and keep the flame of our faith burning hot.  Let’s 

discover what God is doing in this hour, what God is doing in this church, and what 

He’s doing in this community.  Let’s determine to join Him for the advance of His 

Kingdom.  Let’s seek to help each other keep those fires burning, and not neglect 

the deposit God has made in our lives.  Hang in there.  Don’t let your love grow 

cold.   


