
Billy Graham, “You need to be in the fellowship of a church.  If you separate a live coal from the others, 

it will soon die out.  However, if you put a live coal in with other live coals, it will be a glow that lasts 

for hours.” 

 

Loving and Gracious God, we are grateful to be here this morning, in the glow of your love and presence 

and guidance in our lives.  As the Psalmist wrote, “I was glad when they said to me, ‘let us go to the 

house of the Lord.’”  And so are we, for here we find rest for our souls, away from the noise and chaos 

outside these walls.  Here we find that peace that passes understanding, because here we are reminded of 

your love and care for each of us, and your promise to help us through even our most difficult situations.  

Here we find knowledge and truth that sets us free – free from the false voices of our culture that tell us 

our worth is based on looks, on wealth, on status.  Here we can be who we are because we know that you 

formed us in our mother’s womb and each of us are fearfully and wonderfully made.  These are the 

things that make our hearts and souls glow with joy and hope and meaning.  But we know that when we 

leave this place and go back into the world around us, it is easy to lose that glow.  We face challenges, 

we feel pressures, we are pulled in different directions, and the light within us begins to dim.  And so 

help us to help one another, and to know that it is in the house of the Lord that we are equipped and 

strengthened to be sent forth to be that glow, that light to the world.  May we have eyes that see those 

who are in need of your light – particularly those who do not know the joy of being in the house of the 

Lord.  Let our lives reflect your love, your peace, your hope to all we meet. 

 

We show our love also by our prayers.  And so we bring to you those in need of your touch, your 

direction, your comfort, your assurance.  You have heard those on our prayer list… 

 

 

 


