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For whatever reason, I've always found the title of today's parable to be very amusing.  The Ten Virgins.  

Because I have to ask the question, are there really that many still around anymore?  Maybe not, and 

that's why a more modern title of the parable has been changed to the Ten Bridesmaids.  It  just goes to 

show how those virtues once highly coveted, like virginity, have changed over time.  Which makes the 

message of this parable even more impactful.   

 

So what exactly is the message of the parable?  In a nutshell, it's pretty simple: that we should be ready 

to meet our maker at any moment.  Yes, we should be ready to meet Christ face to face when our time 

comes.  But we live in a much different age than the time Jesus told the parable, with many different 

values and priorities, and I think we've been lulled into a false sense of security that distracts us from 

this message.  First, modern day religion implies everyone is going to get into heaven.  I'm not so sure.  

Also, the culture tells us to live for the moment and not worry for the future.  Perhaps that's why 

personal savings are at an all-time low, and credit card debt is at an all-time high.  Our young people are 

coddled to such a degree, with all their wants and demands filled immediately by parents, grandparents, 

and society in general, that they have little inclination to prepare for or even think about their future.  I 

wonder if our good intentions might be setting up this next generation for failure.  Plus we live in a 

country that's relatively safe, no wars or insurrections on our soil.  Plenty of discord, but little bodily 

harm we have to worry about.  We have access to wonderful healthcare, that actually prolongs our lives.  

Our cars and buildings have been designed with all sorts of safety measures to protect us.  You can see 

where I'm going with this.  And we live on idyllic Cape Cod – a very peaceful and pleasant place to live, 

similar to, say...  say... Schoharie, New York. 

 

Yes, Schoharie, New York, where, last week, twenty people living for the moment, going to a party, 

unexpectedly met their maker because of a horrific accident.  And given everything I’ve just said, that's 

exactly why today's parable is so important.   Were they ready?  Are we ready?  Let's look at today’s 

scripture lesson.   

 

There’s a wedding.  It’s in the evening, and ten virgins, I mean ten bridesmaids, all brought their lamps 

in anticipation of the bridegroom, so they could follow him through the darkness to the wedding feast.  



But only the five wisest girls brought any extra oil.  Perhaps the other five girls forgot because they 

were stressed out, or were too busy with other things to think of it.  I don’t know, but only the five 

wisest girls had a reserve of oil.  Now since the bridegroom was delayed in coming, all ten bridesmaids 

grew drowsy and fell asleep.  Then when the bridegroom finally showed up, five of the girls found their 

flames dim and about to go out.  They weren’t prepared.  So they couldn’t answer the bridegroom’s call 

to come and follow him to the wedding banquet because they couldn’t see the way.  They asked to 

borrow some oil from the wise girls, but those girls replied, “No, sorry, there will not be enough for you 

and us.”  So the five wise bridesmaids, with their lamps ablaze, followed the bridegroom and entered the 

wedding feast.  The others were left behind.  

Now there are really two key messages to this parable.   First, Jesus is the bridegroom, and he is clearly 

telling us that the next time we hear from him, that time when we will meet him face to face, is 

unknown.  He is delayed, so to speak, and we “do not know the day or hour of his return.”  For some of 

us this may be comforting.  For others, it may be distressing.  One friend of mine says he loves this life 

so much he wants to live as long as Noah in the Old Testament – 950 years.  But in truth, I think his 

lamp is growing dim.  You see, the gods of this world – the money, the toys, the lifestyle, have a firm 

grip on him, and he can’t imagine that the kingdom of heaven could even compare.  He's grown dim to 

God's promise that "no eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived the wondrous things God 

has prepared for those who love him."  Another friend’s lamp is growing dim because she has allowed 

the hard realities of this life, with all its trials and difficulties to dampen her enthusiasm, dampen her 

joy, her hope, and she can’t trust in God's promises that in heaven there will be no more tears, no 

suffering, no pain.  Yes, unfortunately, there are many whose lamps are slowly dimming.  And Jesus 

knows the fire within us can easily flicker as well.  That’s why he pleads so strongly with us in this 

parable to be ready.  So that when he comes to take us to that eternal wedding feast, our hearts and lives 

are burning brightly for him, and we won't be left behind.  Because think about it, if Jesus were to walk 

in here through that door in the next minute or two, after we’ve sung our hymns, prayed, heard this 

scripture and anticipated his coming, we would all be ready, wouldn’t we?  But if he delays, and doesn’t 

come until, say, next Friday afternoon after a busy and stressful week, with all that transpired out there, 

well… we may not be so ready.  If he delays, the world, with all its bad news, with the trials we face, 

may get the best of us, beat us down, and we may not be ready.  Yes, it’s easy to be prepared if the 

bridegroom comes quickly.  It is so much harder to be ready if he is delayed.  And that’s the first point 

of this parable and why Jesus pleads with us, “BE READY!”  Be ready!     



Which brings me to the second point I want to make – the need for having that “reserve” I spoke about 

earlier.  Something to fall back on.  Professor Jack Crabtree of the McKenzie Bible Study Center says, 

“The oil that the foolish virgins found depleted when the bridegroom came is analogous to our desire 

for, belief in, and commitment to the eternal life that God has promised.  Many people desire it.  Many 

believe God's promise.  Many want to commit themselves to be ready for its realization.  But only a few 

will have ample supply.  The things of this world win the day instead.  For those of us who are foolish – 

in whom the desire does not run deep, the belief is not profound, and the commitment is only superficial 

and very fragile – our supply will soon run out.  So that when the bridegroom comes, no longer do we 

really want his Kingdom; long before, we have shifted our commitment to something else this world 

had to offer.  But for those of us who are wise, our desire runs deep, our belief is profound and 

unshakable, and our commitment is more than superficial.  Yes, our desire runs deep, our belief is 

profound and unshakable, and our commitment is more than superficial.  So, our supply outlasts the 

bridegroom's delay.  We remain ever ready to follow him.”  And this is crucial.  With all that we face in 

this life... the trials, the difficulties, the discord, the secularism, and so much more, we will need a 

reserve if we are going to find light in the dark times.  We will need a reserve if we are going to have 

the strength to keep the kingdom of God as our focus.  We will need a reserve if we are going to live in 

such a way as to be ready to meet Jesus Christ at any moment.   

And that’s why this parable of the “Ten Virgins” is so appropriate for us here at John Wesley.  Because 

that's what we're doing.  We're working diligently to become a church, a body of Christ, where we can 

build our reserves and grow on our journey of being a disciple.  Just look at the opportunities for us to 

deepen our discipleship.  Opportunities for meaningful worship and prayer.  Opportunities for learning 

and strengthening your Christian faith, like next Saturday's retreat.  Opportunities for service and giving, 

in our own community, and beyond.  Opportunities for fellowship and sharing.  Opportunities to teach 

our children and grandchildren about God and how to live a faithful Christian life. And, most important, 

opportunities to grow in our love.  Love for God and love for one another.  Can't you feel that love when 

you walk into this place?  I know I can.  It's a love that emanates from a God who so loved the world, 

that he gave us his son, Jesus Christ.  And doesn’t that prove that not only are we are loved by a great 

and beneficent God, but that the world is worth loving?  And if that's the case, is there any possible limit 

to what we can and should do as God's disciples in this world.  Yes, brothers and sisters, not only is this 

a place where we help each other build up our reserves, but it is also a place where we are building a 

reservoir.  A reservoir of love so that God can be known and served and spoken about to a world that so 

desperately needs him!  Like our mission statement says, “love God, love others, serve the world!” 



The bridegroom may be delayed, yes.  But he is coming!  So let us continue to prepare for him.  

Certainly prepare individually, but especially, together, as his bride – this place, this church, John 

Wesley.  Let us be ready.  Amen! 

 

 

 

 

 

 


