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I want to start today by showing you a funny takeoff on one of the many reality shows on television these 

days... "House Hunters."  Has anyone seen it?  It's a show that takes viewers behind the scenes as 

individuals, couples and families learn what to look for, and decide whether or not a particular house is 

meant for them.  Well, this video is called "Church Hunters."  Let’s watch.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nT70cA-7qMk 

 

Humorous, isn’t it!  But it's a fact, there's a lot of strategic thinking going on these days about how to 

make churches more inviting, more relevant – to young people and to the unchurched, in order to bring 

people in, and help churches grow.  After all, most people today don't go to church or even want 

anything to do with church.  We all know that statistics are clearly showing the decline.  As so, since we 

here at John Wesley are looking at the future of our church and how we can grow, let me share some 

ideas about changes I think we should put in place here immediately.  Let’s start with our name.  How 

about we change the name of our church from John Wesley United Methodist Church to something in 

keeping with our seaside tradition.  Say, "The Beacon Church."  You know, think of somebody lost at 

sea and a lighthouse beacon directing them to safety.  I’m sure that with just a simple name change, our 

church will become known as that safe harbor for all those lost souls out there in Falmouth.  Just imagine 

all the people that will flock to our doors.  Now, besides the name change, I could start becoming a more 

"with it, contemporary" pastor, wearing those torn at the knees jeans (instead of a robe).  Allison, can I 

borrow a pair of yours to try?  And, of course, I can get a visible tattoo and wear fashionable T-shirts.  

I’m sure that will make a difference.  Then we should start serving Starbucks coffee instead of Folgers.  

But we would need a new coffee barista.  Maybe John or Larry Briggs would be willing to man the 

station.  I'll have a grande caramel macchiato, with soy milk. 

 

Obviously, I'm just having some fun here.  But, in all honesty, the situation is serious.  Because changes 

like I just described might be nice, but they are really just superficial.  Churches need to go deeper if they 

are going to reach people.  Now there are a few things I think churches, including us, could do, but today 

I want to talk about the first step, the most basic step.  Let me begin by saying that what makes a church 

desirable and whether or not it grows is based on the people inside the church, and what's inside the 

hearts of those people, and how they reflect what's in here... out there.  That's what will determine 

whether a church grows.   



Let me share something interesting I read a week ago on the editorial page of the Falmouth Enterprise.  

This is from the editor and it said:  “A friend this week told us of an incident that he said was "kind of 

weird."  He wanted to talk about it.  He was in his car at a stoplight and a woman on the corner caught 

his attention.  Could he give her a lift into town, she wanted to know.  She had just missed the bus, she 

explained, and would need to wait another hour for the next one.  She was an older woman and nicely 

dressed.  Hardly a threat.  So he gave her a ride.  Over the course of the short ride, they engaged in 

pleasant conversation and got to know each other a little bit.  He said it was weird because she had done 

something unconventional and asked a stranger for a ride, and he had done something unconventional 

and given her one.  But he concluded, it was uplifting because he was able to help someone.”  

  

It was uplifting because he was able to help someone.  Now think about that statement a minute.  

Because isn't that what the church is called to do?  Isn't that what this body of Christ, John Wesley, is 

called to be?  Uplifting!  In today's various scripture readings, we were painted a picture of a church, 

started by Jesus Christ, the head of our church, the cornerstone of our church.  And it's a picture of a 

church, the Body of Christ, worshiping together, welcoming all who would be part of it, a people 

learning together like we did at last week's retreat, people praying for and caring for and being open with 

one another like we heard through those wonderful personal testimonies last week.  And it's a church 

alive with the presence of Christ and the power of his Holy Spirit.  A presence and power so inviting, so 

relevant, so uplifting, that, as we heard today, “the churches were strengthened in their faith and grew 

larger every day.”  And don’t we want to be that kind of church?! 

 

You know, when people are asked why they don’t go to church, what are some of the usual responses?  

“I feel judged.”  “Christians are a bunch of hypocrites.”  “I don’t want to be lectured to.”  “I don’t need 

your God, or religion or the church.”  As you can see, their perception of church is that it’s not uplifting, 

that they will be dragged down rather than lifted up, so they don’t want anything to do with it.  Now they 

feel that way partly because unfortunately, some churches have distorted that image of the Body of 

Christ, by their doctrines, their actions, their lack of grace and acceptance.  And the media has 

capitalized on this.  And so how can we change that perception?  How can we be uplifting to a society 

that seems so resistant to the church?  Well, it all begins with one word, and it’s a word so familiar that it 

is often dismissed as being cliché.  It’s ‘love’ – genuine, unconditional, sacrificial love for one another.  

The same kind of love God has for each and every one of us.  That's where it all begins.   

 



Prince Harry and Megan Markel have been in the news this week, and this sentiment was echoed 

in the sermon Bishop Michael Curry gave at their wedding.  Here’s what he said.  “The late Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. once said, ‘We must discover the power of love, the redemptive power of 

love.  And when we discover that, we will be able to make of this old world, a new world.  Love 

is the only way.’”  The Bishop continued, “There is power in love.  Do not underestimate it.  

Don’t even be sentimental about it.  There’s power, power in love.  There’s a certain sense in 

which, when you are loved and you know it, when someone cares for you and you know it, when 

you love and you show it, it feels right.  There’s something right about it.  And there’s a reason 

for that.  It has to do with the source.  (The source!) We were made by a power of love.  Our lives 

were meant and are meant to be lived in that love. That’s why we are here!"  And that’s the 

message we need to take out there, through our words, our attitudes and our actions. 

 

Let's get back for a moment to our church and our religion.  Did you know that the word 

“religion” comes from the same Latin root as the word “ligament?”  It means to bind, attach, join, 

connect.  And I've heard it said that “religion” in its most fundamental form is man's quest for and 

pursuit of God.  It is our quest, to be joined and connected with God.  It centers on the conviction 

that we need God and we need God’s love.  And our church tells people that we are loved by God.  

As we heard today, "God is love, and all who live in love live in God, and God lives in them."  

But that's not all.  God's love not only fills us, but God intends his love to work through us, so that 

he can use us in this world.  Yes, that's why we're here!  We know all too well that we live in a 

world full of discontented and disconnected people, like we saw in Florida and Pittsburgh the last 

few days.  And most people are just searching for love, for healing, for acceptance, for peace.  

And imagine if we, as the body of Christ, went out into the world with that love of God in our 

hearts, imagine the good we could do - how we could change things - imagine how uplifting that 

could be.  To find love, and to give love. Every day, in all that we do.  Then it wouldn't have to be 

written on an editorial page as something "kind of weird."   

 

I want to end with a story by Pastor Fred Craddock that shows how church can make an impact.  I've told 

this before, but seems so appropriate for today.  He writes, “My mother took us to Sunday school and 

then church.  But my father didn't go.  And he complained about Sunday dinner always being late when 

she came home.  He would say, ‘I know what the church wants. The church just wants another name and 

another pledge.  The church doesn't care about me personally.’  That's what he always said.  Every time 



he said that my mother, in the kitchen, would get real nervous and fearful of flaring tempers or of 

somebody being hurt.  But my father would go on saying, ‘The church doesn't care about me.  The 

church just wants another name and another pledge.’  I guess I heard it a thousand times.  One time, 

though, he didn't say it.  He was in the veterans’ hospital and he was down to 73 pounds.  They had taken 

out his throat and said it was too late for him.  They put a metal tube in him and x-rays burned him to 

pieces.  I went to see him.  He couldn't speak, couldn't eat.  I looked around his hospital room, and there 

were potted plants and cut flowers on all the windowsills, a stack of cards literally 20 inches deep, 20 

inches deep beside his bed.  And even the tray where they put his water, on that tray was a flower.  And 

all the flowers beside the bed, every card, every blossom, were from people or groups from our church, 

the body of Christ.  He saw me read a card.  He couldn’t speak so he took a Kleenex box and wrote on 

the side of it the words, 'Tell my story.’  I asked, ‘What is your story, daddy?’  And he wrote on the box, 

‘I was wrong.  I was wrong.’”    

 

"By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."  That's how you make a 

church grow.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 


