
"If God sees that my spiritual life will be furthered by giving me the things for which I ask, then He will 

give them, but that is not the end of prayer. The end of prayer is that I come to know God Himself."  

          Oswald Chambers 

 

O Loving and Majestic God, we do want to come to you in prayer, not to satisfy a wish list, but to know 

the God of all creation.  A God who is infinitely more powerful and all knowing than any of us.  A God 

whose majesty and mystery exceeds our comprehension, and yet is a God who is known through the one 

who came to walk among us, as one of us, Jesus Christ.  O God, that you came to us in the form of a 

human being is truly a gift of love.  For your Son, Jesus experienced all that we experience.  He knew joy 

and laughter, he shed tears and felt pain, he attended weddings and celebrations, he knew the stresses of 

family life, he experienced hunger, betrayal, accusations, and even death.  And, he also experienced the 

temptations of this world.  And Lord, as we consider our own lives, we acknowledge that, though we’d 

rather not think about it, temptation is ever present.  It often comes cleverly disguised, sometimes as 

seemingly innocent amusement, other times enticingly packaged to appeal to our selfish desires and 

motives.  We are foolishly overconfident in our ability to recognize and resist the allures of a culture that 

espouses values vastly different from the way of Christ.  We seek your forgiveness for those times we 

succumb to temptation – those times we succumb to behavior, speech, actions and decisions that are less 

than the best.  We ask for your grace and mercy to help us to be strong, be wise, be faithful in our daily 

living.     

 

Lord, we know that prayer is to know you and listen to you and be in your presence, that we may be 

made better for it.  But we also come out of love to bring to you those we know who are hurting, who are 

lost, who are in need of what you can give them and how you can help them, heal them, bring them 

peace of body and mind.  You have heard those on our prayer list, but hear us now as people in this 

congregation life aloud the names for whom we ask your blessing. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

 


