
Father Mychal Judge – fire chaplain NYFD.  One of the first bodies to be removed.  He died while 

anointing a dying firefighter.  Priest who conducted his memorial service, Father Michael Duffy.  “We 

come to bury Mike Judge’s body but not his spirit. We come to bury his mind but not his dreams. We 

come to bury his voice but not his message. We come to bury his hands but not his good works. We 

come to bury his heart but not his love. Never his love.” 

 

Holy and Eternal God, we were reminded once again this week of that day when we saw both the worst 

of humanity and the best of humanity.  We saw tragedy, fear and death, and we also saw compassion, 

sacrifice and love.  And we pray for those who still feel the effects of that day in a very personal way.  

Those who lost loved ones, those who were the first to respond, those whose lives are forever changed.  

And we also confess, and seek your forgiveness Lord, for the ways it may have changed us and our 

perceptions of other people and other religions, and the way we view the world today.  Help us to trust 

with all that is within us, that you are sovereign, that goodness is stronger than evil, and that love wins 

out over hate.  The death and resurrection of Jesus Christ proves that.  And so may we be comforted by 

Father Duffy’s words, as he reminds us that even in death, there is life – life that continues, not only in 

your heavenly kingdom, but in the way we live our lives, and the impact we make on the people around 

us.  We pray that we will live in such a way that our spirit, our dreams, our message, our good works, our 

love will continue to be remembered even when we are no longer part of this earthly world.  For in this 

way will we honor you, and bring you glory, and will we be a blessings to others.   

 

And Lord, we seek to be a blessing with our prayers.  We pray for many who are in need.  For those 

affected by the winds and waters of Hurricane Florence, for those affected by the gas explosions in the 

Merrimack Valley.  For those who are in pain, either physically or emotionally.  For those who need 

your comfort and guidance.  You have heard those on our prayer list… 

 

 

John Wesley Prayer 

 

 


