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I want to ask you all a question.  Have any of your heard of, or been to, the on-line news website, The 

Daily Beast?  It's one of those alternative news channel's that people are gravitating toward because 

they're fed up with all the talking heads on CNN, Fox News, and MSNBC.  Some of the other on-line 

news sites you may have heard of or seen, depending on your political leanings, are the Politico, Slate, 

Drudge Report, the Daily Caller, Salon, Huffington Post, Mother Jones... I could go on and on because 

there are literally hundreds of these sites.  Now because I want to have a balanced and broader 

perspective as to what’s happening in the world, when I have a minute or two during the day, I'll browse 

these various sites, both on the left and on the right, to get different sides of a story.  Well, the other day 

I was on the Daily Beast website, and there was an article that caught my eye talking about, of all 

strange things, bumper stickers.  The article started out, "You've seen them in Trader Joe's parking lots, 

on the interstates, in quaint little towns like... like (Falmouth), on the bumpers or in the rear windows of 

automobiles everywhere."  Political campaign stickers, NRA decals, stick figures of families depicting 

how many kids and pets they have, and those 26.2 or 13.1 ovals.  Does anyone know what those 

numbers mean? (full marathon vs. half marathon.)  Anyway the article also mentioned those "C-O-E-X-

I-S-T" bumper stickers.  They're not as popular as they once were, but they are still around.  I’ll show it 

on the screen, and as you can see, the letters are made up of various symbols that form the word 

"COEXIST."  I think it's pretty clever.  The symbols depicted, in order, represent, Islam, Peace, 

Male/Female, Judaism, Paganism, the Oriental Yin-Yang, and Christianity.  As you can see, it touches 

several different cultural and religious identities.   And in truth, what's wrong with the message this 

bumper sticker is trying to convey?  After all, the demographics of this country are changing.  It's now 

62% white, 17% Hispanic, 13% black, 5% Asian, and 3% other.  And with our changing demographics, 

of course, religious and cultural beliefs and practices are changing as well.  So, yes, we better be ready 

to coexist.  Because we really have no choice, do we? 

 

Now I'm sure many here may be feeling a little uncomfortable about all these changes, especially when 

it comes to religion.  After all, we live in the United States of America, a country founded on Christian 

principles.  We just celebrated Thanksgiving, and those Pilgrims were Christians.  Yet with the influx of 

different religions, and even a seeming trend toward atheism and agnosticism, it appears Christians may 

quickly become a minority.  Does that concern you?  Probably.  But just to put your mind a little at ease, 



let me tell you that when Jesus asked Peter the question we heard in today's Scripture, "Who do people 

say that I am?" the followers of Jesus were just a teeny, tiny, insignificant minority of the population.  

When Peter answered, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God," he said so in a time and place 

where there were Jews, Gentiles, Samaritans, Greeks, Romans, Arabs, Asians, pagans and more... all 

worshiping the one God, or this god, or that god, or no gods, or many gods.  And yet Jesus was able to 

impact and make a difference even to them – the Roman Centurion with the servant who was ill, the 

Samaritan woman at the well, the Syrophenician woman with the sick daughter, and more.  

 

So how do we do it, how do we coexist?  Well, listen to what Bishop Will Willimon says.  "As 

Christians, we are to relate to people of other faiths as Jesus related to them.  With respect and love, 

knowing that they, too, are beloved children of God.  With humility, knowing that we didn't come to 

Christ, he came to us by the grace of God.  With joyful curiosity, in order to learn more about what they 

have learned of the ways of God, hoping that one day they may, in turn, ask us to share what we can tell 

them about God in Jesus Christ.  (We relate to them) with the awesome responsibility of knowing that 

they are judging our claims about Christ by watching how we live out our Christian lives.  (Because) 

from what I've seen, most people don't believe in Jesus Christ, not because they think Jesus is a fraud, 

but rather because they see so little of Jesus in the lives of those who profess to be his followers."  And 

I've often quoted Ghandi's comment, "I like your Christ.  I do not like your Christians.  Your Christians 

are so unlike your Christ."   

 

And so the challenge for us is to get our image of Christ right.  We must know who we are following, so 

that we can be more like him.  Because do we even have the right understanding of who Jesus is? 

 

B: So…it is of supreme importance 

R:  That we get our image of Jesus 

B&R:  RIGHT! 

 

B: For there are too many blithering idiots, 

R: well-meaning people, 

B: religious fanatics 

R: church leaders 

B&R: WHO ARE LEADING PEOPLE ASTRAY  



B: Now, listen carefully... Jesus 

R: - as we all know, 

B: came from a model family 

R: - his mother was pregnant when she got married 

B: And lived in a secure home 

R: - they were refugees 

B: As the old hymn says, 'Throughout his wondrous childhood"... 

R: - about which we know very little 

B: "he was mild and obedient,"... 

R: When he was twelve, he frightened his parents to death by disappearing for days and going back 

 to the temple without telling them. 

B: Jesus was the model working man, 

R: - he left his job when he was thirty 

B: encouraging a work ethic in others 

R: - he told Peter, Andrew, James, John and Matthew to give up their jobs. 

B: He kept good company, 

R:  - dining and drinking with beggars and prostitutes and thieves, tax collectors and more 

B: He had a good word for everybody, 

R: - like 'vipers', 'hypocrites', 'fools.' 

B: His conversation was always about the finer things in life, 

R: - like bread and wine, sheep and goats, virgins, pig farming, manure, the fires of hell. 

B:  He never dabbled in controversy 

R: - people tried to kill him three times because of what he said! 

B: Jesus never upset anyone 

R: - except priests, Pharisees, Roman governors, temple vendors, and wealthy young men. 

B: He was respected in religious circles 

R: - they wanted to lynch him after his first sermon. 

B: Jesus was a man among men 

R: - and women 

B: He was a man of God 

R: - he was the Son of God 

 



B: In his majesty we see God at work 

R: - in his humility we meet God in person 

B: That's why he was worshipped 

R: - that's why he was crucified. 

B: Jesus isn't here now 

R: - he rose again on the third day. 

B: So we have to get on with it ourselves 

R: - he sent his Holy Spirit to guide us. 

B: We have to build his kingdom! 

R: - we have to celebrate his presence among us. 

B: We have to be the leaders 

R: - we have to be the examples and follow where he leads... 

B: Stand up and be counted... 

R: - humbly... 

B: like soldiers!!! 

R: - as servants 

B: We are a might army. 

R: We are the Body of Christ. 

B: So…it is of supreme importance 

R: that we get our image of Jesus 

B&R: RIGHT!!
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Thank you, Betty, for helping remind us that sometimes even we followers of Christ get it wrong.  And, 

that it is of supreme importance that we get our image of Jesus right.  That we know who he is - know 

who we are following.  That's why, throughout Christendom, we celebrate this day as Christ the King 

Sunday.  To remember once again, certainly of the divinity and kingship of Jesus Christ, but also the 

humanity of Jesus Christ.  You know, Jesus shared in the whole of our human experience...in weddings, 

in feasting, in holding children on his lap, in spending time with friends, in enjoying simple pleasures.  

But he also had to deal with different kinds of people, difficult people, in difficult situations, in difficult 

times.  Jesus shared in those daily irritations we have to deal with, like pressures and demands and 

family issues, the drudgery of our labors, and the worst of pain and humiliation and defeat and despair 

and yes, even death.  And he did so with patience and understanding and forgiveness.  Jesus showed us 
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how we are to live, to exist, and especially to co-exist, in a different and sometimes even unfriendly and 

hostile world.  And that's the image of Christ, our king, that we are to model. 

 

Because when our king walked the earth, he ruled not with brute power and mighty armies, he ruled in 

the ways of Almighty God - with love, with compassion, with humility, with divine wisdom.  And to 

this day, he is worshipped and followed and revered.  Maybe not by all.  But as we heard in our Call to 

Worship today, some day, "every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord."  

King of all.  And so shouldn't we begin now to let Christ be King, and rule our hearts and lives.  Who do 

you say that I am?  Well, for me, Jesus Christ is King, and so much more.  And, as I do every Christ the 

King Sunday, I'll say it and proclaim it again and again.... 

 

Jesus Christ – is the Messiah – the Savior – Emmanuel, God with us.  He is the Word made flesh – the 

Son of God and the Son of Man.  He is Wonderful Counselor – Mighty God – Everlasting Father – and 

the Prince of Peace. He is the Alpha and Omega – the beginning and the end – the resurrection and the 

life.  He is the great I AM.  He is the bread of life – the living water – the good shepherd – the light of 

the world – the sacrifice for our sins – the true vine to which we cling – the cornerstone of our faith and 

the gate through which we are saved.  He is the way – the truth – the life – He is the judge of the living 

and the dead.  He is the author of our life, the source of our hope and the deliverer of our souls.  He is 

the Lamb of God, He is the risen Lord, the King of heaven, and He is the Head of the Church.  

 

I really wish I could describe him to you better... He is our redeemer – our rock – our righteousness – 

our advocate – our protector and our friend.  He is salvation to the sinner – eyes to the blind – ears to the 

deaf – compassion to the hurting – companion to the lonely and strength to the weak.  His love knows 

no bounds – his peace passes all understanding – his mercy goes beyond measure and in Him our joy is 

made complete.  He is the one who calms our storms – dries our tears – heals our wounds – relieves our 

fears – forgives our sins and renews our soul.  He is unparalleled – unprecedented – unmatched - 

unsurpassed.  He is indescribable – incomparable – irresistible – irreplaceable.  He stands alone in 

history – he is the doctrine of true theology – he is the mind no man can grasp.  He is Christ the King.  

Christ the King!  And to him be the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and forever and 

forever.  Amen.  Amen.  Now can I hear you say it, “Amen.  Amen!” 


