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Today is Veterans Day - a day to honor America's veterans for their patriotism, love of country, and 

willingness to sacrifice for the freedoms that we so enjoy in this great land.  Freedoms, I think you 

might agree, we sometimes take a little too much for granted.  Like the freedom to come to this holy 

place to worship, like the freedom to vote as we did last Tuesday, like the freedom from want because 

we live in a country of plenty, and like the freedom from fear because we are protected by so many who 

have served and now serve.  So I want to start with a video.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x2L3skZ7FEw 

Now I would like to ask all those veterans here today to stand, so we can say thank you for your service.    

 

Now that little boy in the video referred to those soldiers as heroes, which of course they are, because of 

their service and sacrifice.  But when we speak of heroes, I also want to remind us today of THE 

greatest hero of all time, yes, the greatest hero of all time - our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  For who 

in the history of the world ever served more sacrificially than Christ?  I think as Christians we all know 

that down deep in our hearts, but I have to ask the question, do we perhaps, take his great sacrifice a 

little too much for granted as well?  And shouldn't we want to thank and honor him too?  That's what I 

want to talk about today because the point of my sermon is stewardship and giving back to God.  

 

So, what is stewardship?  Well, plainly put, it's the acknowledgement that all that we have, all that we 

own, is not really ours in the first place. It comes from, and belongs to, God.  Our money, our 

possessions, all that we have.  They're only on loan to us for a short amount of time.  I've told you 

before of the Catholic monk, St. Amatus, who became famous for converting a very wealthy nobleman, 

named Romeric, to Christianity.  It was during the course of their dinner together that Romeric asked St. 

Amatus what he needed to do in order to secure his eternal salvation, hoping to engage the monk in 

some lively theological conversation.  Instead, the saint simply pointed to the priceless silver serving 

dishes, plates and candelabras on Romeric’s table, those containing their food and drink and providing 

the beautiful setting, and said, “Think how many owners, or rather, shall I say, how many slaves, have 

either possessed this silver or will possess it in the future.  Whether you like it or not, Romeric, you are 

its slave for you possess this silver only to take care of it until the day you die when it will belong to 



someone else.  You will possess it only until the day you die."  Sometimes, the most profound truths 

about stewardship can become glaringly apparent when we put them in terms of our own mortality.   

 

Now stewardship is one of the primary ways God calls us to live our life. It’s a theme in the Bible we 

can trace from Genesis to Revelation. It’s a calling rooted in creation, where God told Adam and Eve to 

tend to and care for the garden and all that was in it.  Which means that God has given us all the bounty 

of this magnificent creation for our enjoyment, our pleasure, our sustenance, our care.  And what are we 

to do?  Well, the proper response is to want to give something back to God, out of gratitude, out of 

thanks for all these blessings.  The Israelites knew this from the start.  We read early in the Bible in 

Deuteronomy, "When you come into the land which the Lord your God gives you as an inheritance, and 

have taken possession of it, and live in it, you shall take some of the first of all the fruits of the ground, 

which you harvest from your land that the Lord your God gives you, you shall put it in a basket... and 

set it down before the altar of the Lord your God."  You see, the ancient Israelites gave the first fruits of 

the harvest not out of a duty, but rather out of sheer gratitude.  Their reasoning was, “Why shouldn't 

God share in the harvest God himself made possible.”  Because they believed, “That the earth is the 

Lord's, and the fullness thereof.”   

                                                                                                                                                                    

Now let's get back to Jesus.  Other than the Kingdom of God, Jesus talked about money more than any 

other thing.  So I think we have to be very careful in explaining his thinking, especially since some of 

his closest friends and benefactors were wealthy.  You see, Jesus doesn't ask us to renounce our money, 

but to put it in its proper place.  We heard today, “don’t store up treasures on earth, but store up 

treasures in heaven.”  And we store up treasures in heaven by what we do, by how we love, by what we 

give.  Jesus is telling us that what we do with our money is not a financial matter, it is really a spiritual 

matter.  Are we willing to generously give this resource of ours in order to partner with God in his work 

in this world?  Jesus wants us to use our money caringly, and with generosity, making a difference in 

the lives of others.  Especially when it concerns those who are in need – the poor, those less fortunate 

than ourselves, and those who are searching... for love, hope, forgiveness, meaning.  That's so 

important, it's the whole point of his famous parable about the sheep and goats and who will attain the 

kingdom of heaven - those who care for the "least of these."  His core message is that as God’s people, 

you and I, through our acts of charity and kindness, should love others, serving them as if we were 

serving Christ Himself.  And isn't that what we try to do here in this church... John Wesley... to love and 

to serve?  Well, it takes your money if you choose to us it like Jesus suggests.   



So let me summarize.  First, in giving we free ourselves from being a slave to our possessions. We're 

much more able to put God at the center of our life when we hold loosely to our possessions and 

material things.  Second, we give back to God because we truly believe that God has given us all things, 

everything we have.  And giving back to God shouldn’t feel like a pressure, but instead as an expression 

of our gratitude, for all the blessings we enjoy.  And third, because all of Jesus' teachings about money 

come down to the fact that it should not be hoarded.  Instead it should be used to advance God's 

kingdom here on earth, ministering to the lives and needs of others.   

So, that's about enough for stewardship today.  Part two will be next week in case you want to stay 

home! Of course, I hope you won't.  There are pledge packets in the narthex for you to pick up.  They 

are alphabetical in separate piles, according to the letter of your last name.  The ushers will be happy to 

help you find yours.  Please don’t leave without picking  it up and seeing what we've done with your 

money in the past.  And I ask you to give what's in the packet your prayerful consideration.  May you 

give all that you can, but not more than you can.  Remember the widow who could only afford two 

pennies, and Jesus praised her mightily!  St. Paul said, “Give in proportion to what you have.  Because 

God loves a cheerful giver.”  

 

Now I would like to add just one more thought for you to take home with you as you consider your 

giving to John Wesley.  Earlier I mentioned Jesus as the greatest hero of all time because of the great 

sacrifice he made for us.  His going to the cross for us.  Now think for a moment of all that means for 

you - forgiveness, grace, eternal salvation.  And why did he do it?  I think you know.  It's love.  And if 

you reflect on the extent of his sacrificial love for you, doesn’t that motivate you to love others to a 

higher and greater degree.  And what's better than being known as a person with a loving heart.  In the 

same way, if you reflect on all the blessings you have received from the Giver of all good gifts, doesn’t 

that motivate you to want to give to a higher and greater degree.   And, too, what's better than being 

known as a person with a generous heart.  Amen. 

 


