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Well, first of all, I can't tell you how happy I am that so many of you are here today.  Especially since I 

essentially gave you a free pass last week, telling you that today's sermon would also be on stewardship, 

not your favorite topic I'm sure, and yet you still came to hear me.  Thank you! 

 

So I thought I would begin today on an upbeat note by telling you a story.  An Indiana farmer went to 

the bank one day and requested a one dollar loan.  The manager told him that it could be arranged - the 

interest charge would be 7%, and he would have to put up some collateral.  So the farmer produced a 

$10,000 government bond and asked if that would be sufficient enough collateral.  The manager said it 

would be more than enough, so they both signed the necessary paperwork, the bank took possession of 

the bond, and the farmer went off with his one dollar.  Exactly a year later the farmer came back and 

said he wanted to renew the loan again.  It could be done the manager said, but he first had to pay the 

7% interest.  The farmer produced a nickel and two pennies, and the loan was renewed.  Now this went 

on year after year after year until the bank president got wind of it.  So he asked to see the farmer the 

next time he came into the bank.  The president said, "We have nothing against this one dollar loan for 

which you pay seven cents interest per year, but I'm curious as to why you need the loan in the first 

place, especially since you gave us your $10,000 bond to hold.  The farmer replied, "Do you know how 

much your bank charges for a safe deposit box?" 

 

Now I'm sure most of us liked this story because of the shrewd way in which the farmer handled his 

money and took advantage of the bank.  Money, after all, is very important to us.  But churches aren't 

banks.  And in this place we are suppose to look at money a lot differently.  Perhaps... perhaps, in fact, 

in the exact way it is written on our money... "In God We Trust."  In God We Trust.  But, do we?   

 

So let's get back to stewardship.  I’ll remind you of what it is.  Like I said last week, it's the 

acknowledgement that all that we have, all of it, is not really ours.  God is the source of life and the 

giver of all things, and so we are not the owners, we are only the stewards, of what God places in our 

trust.  That's a pretty profound thought, don't you think?  Our lives, our minds, our talents and gifts, our 

possessions, the money in our bank accounts, all really belong to God.  And of all these, acknowledging 

that our money belongs to God, probably creates the greatest challenge for us.  Martin Luther said, 



"There are three conversions necessary to become a faithful Christian; conversion of the heart, 

conversion of the mind, and conversion of the purse.  Of these three, it may well be that we find the 

conversion of the purse the most difficult."  I think he’s probably right.  Why?  Well, it goes back to that 

question – do we believe what our money says – In God We Trust?  You see, it’s true that our money 

provides us a measure of earthly security, as well as pleasures, conveniences, even some power and 

prestige.  But the real danger for us is that we can easily make money something that we idolize – 

wanting more – trusting in our money to bring us satisfaction, happiness, security.  Even though time 

and time again we see people with a lot of money so very unhappy and unfulfilled with their lives.  

That’s why the Bible consistently attacks idolatry because it is the obsession and love and trust in man 

created things, like money, instead of love and devotion and trust in the Creator!  If we really trust God 

to meet our needs, we will hold less tightly to our money.  This is important for us to think about as we 

consider giving our money toward God’s work here, at our church, John Wesley.  Remember, Jesus 

said, “Don’t worry about needing things – God knows what you need.  Seek God first, and all these 

things will be given you.”  We have to trust that God will always be there, trust that God will provide, 

and trust that God has a plan to prosper you, not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.   

 

Now another thing I mentioned last week about stewardship is that our giving is really a measure of our 

thanks and gratitude toward God for all that he has blessed us with.  And the proper response, the 

biblical response to all these blessings, is to give back.  This coming Thursday we celebrate 

Thanksgiving.  And how appropriate “Thanksgiving" falls during our stewardship campaign.  Because 

Thanksgiving should not only be about thanks, but also about giving.  Let's look at that first word.  

Thanks.  "Thanks" is a very special, a very powerful word in fact, because it is a most godly word.  It’s 

referred to over 160 times in the Bible.  We heard today, “give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his 

steadfast love endures forever.”  “Sing praises to the Lord, O you his faithful ones, and give thanks to 

his holy name.”  Jesus gave thanks before feeding the five thousand. Jesus gave thanks before breaking 

the bread with his disciples.  Jesus gave thanks before raising Lazarus from the dead.  And certainly this 

is a word we will use this week as we celebrate.  Because, isn’t it true that each and every one of us has 

so much to be thankful for.  From those with the most amount of money to those with the least.  None of 

us here are worrying about how we’re going to be fed in the next week, are we?  None of us here are 

worried about wildfires taking away our homes like in California.  None of us here are worried that our 

children or grandchildren don't have shoes on their feet, or milk to drink, or clothes to wear like those 

we're trying to help in Africa, Venezuela, and right here on Cape Cod.  None of us are really worried of 



a dictator suspending our freedoms.  Quite the opposite, in fact.  Our land is a land of plenty.  Most of 

our storehouses are overflowing, our vineyards ripe with fruit.  Signs of freedom and prosperity are all 

about us.  So how could we not want to celebrate and give thanks! 

 

Which leads to the second word, giving.  Thanks for what we have should instill in us a spirit of giving 

– wanting to give back, in every way we are able.  Even, if like the widow, it’s in the most humble and 

simplest ways.  John and I have a friend who is in his 80’s, never married, doesn't have much money, 

and can best be described as an old curmudgeon.  Well, occasionally, I’ll cook something special for 

him and John will bring it over.  And though I might, or more likely, might not hear “that was good,” I 

always have my containers returned to me with something in them.  Maybe a sweet of some kind, or 

cheese, a coupon, but always something.  He says his mother taught him that when someone gives you 

something, you never return it to them empty.  Rudyard Kipling once said, “God could not be 

everywhere, therefore he made mothers.”  And this man’s mother taught him, “You show your thanks 

by giving in return.”  In whatever way you can.   

 

So as you prepare for your Thanksgiving celebration and as you consider your stewardship to John 

Wesley, I want to share with you something ironic that I heard.  We've all watched the devastation 

caused by the California wildfires these past weeks, and I'm sure our hearts go out to those people and 

what they've lost.  And one small farmer, observing the aftermath of all the despair and destruction, 

commented, “We are all just one crop away from ruin, we are all but one tragedy away from being 

finished.”  And here's the irony: someone once told a well-respected church leader that Christianity was 

on its last legs.  The leader replied, “Christianity is always on its last legs.  Just as soon as enough 

people decide that the church is no longer worth supporting, it is finished.”  And we’ve certainly seen 

that happen – with churches closing and those on the brink.  That’s why the church has to win its life 

every year, so to speak, during its Stewardship Drive.  Because that’s the time when people decide with 

their money how important they feel it is to give to God’s work.  So when it comes time to make your 

final decision and answer the question, "What can I do for God's kingdom,  what can I do for my 

church?"  Well, let me tell you what John Wesley actually said in response to the same question.  He 

said... Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you 

can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.  Amen and Amen! 

 


