
"We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose infinite hope."  Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

O God of majesty and mystery, God of power and might, we come humbly before you today, glad to 

have this time away from the world and all its turmoil.  With all that has happened over the past few 

weeks, we cry out like the Psalmist, “How long O Lord?  Will you forget us forever?  How long will you 

hide your face from us?  How long shall our enemies be exalted over us?"  For Lord, it seems as though 

the enemies of hate, violence, killing, incivility, dishonesty, revenge, greed, power, are exalted over us.  

And in many ways, they appear to be winning.  Even the earth cries out, as the devastation of wildfires 

sweeps through California.  And we are frustrated and discouraged Lord.  We feel helpless to make a 

difference, and we wonder how long this will go on.  And yet, we come to this place, your house, and in 

worshipping you, we are reminded that you are God.  You alone are God, and so we turn to you – a God 

of love, who wants peace to prevail, who wants all of humanity to live in harmony with each other, and 

who has shown us how to do this through the words and actions of your Son, Jesus Christ.  We are to 

follow him on the path of righteousness.  But we know too, Lord, that you allow us to make our own 

decisions, that you give us freedom to choose our path - right or wrong, good or evil, love or hate.  And 

there are those who do not choose the path of righteousness.  And so, Lord, that means we must be ever 

more mindful to cling to you, to deepen our faith, to be strong in our commitment to live as you want us 

to live.  To be in the world, but not of it, as the Bible says.  May we not be swept up in the fear, the 

rhetoric, the message of hopelessness, but instead let us hold firm to the hope that is within us as those 

who trust in you.  Who know you as a sovereign God, whose seeks the best for his creation.  Yes, let us 

have that infinite hope that good is stronger than evil, that love does triumph over hate, and that you are 

ever present, ever powerful, ever loving.  As the psalmist goes on to say, "I will trust in your steadfast 

love, my heart shall rejoice in your salvation."    

 

Lord, there are specific people and situations we have on our minds today that we wish to bring to you.  

You have heard those on our prayer list, but there are others… 

 

Lord, we are individuals who come together as a Body of Christ, to be Christ in the world. And so, as 

one body and one voice, we will pray together. 


