
"The Kingdom of God is not going to be advanced by our churches becoming filled with people, but by 

people in our churches becoming filled with God."  Duncan Campbell 

 

O Loving, Holy, Mighty God, we come here today to honor and worship you and to seek you, to learn 

more about you, so that we might follow you better.  Lord, we need to keep our lives grounded in what is 

right and good.  For we are going into a season where we will be bombarded with advertisements trying 

to convince us that we will only be happy by being and looking a certain way, by possessing certain 

things, maintaining an affluent lifestyle, having the ideal family, and other false and shallow pretenses of 

what life is all about.  And deep down, we know that our true joy is only found in a life that is 

meaningful, a life rooted in you and your will for us.  And so we come here, away from the world, to be 

reminded that we are loved and accepted just as we are, reminded that what we need to possess is a 

loving heart and a giving spirit, reminded that we are not perfect, but that we are forgiven when we 

repent, and given a clean slate; reminded that, if we just follow you, we will be led into places of 

goodness and peace and righteousness and happiness.  And so, fill us O God, fill us with your Holy 

Spirit.  For only with you and your teachings and ways filling our hearts and minds will we be the people 

you want us to be. And only then can we truly advance your kingdom in this world.  Because only when 

we are filled with your Spirit can we love those who are hard to love, forgive those we don't want to 

forgive, have patience when we would rather be angry, sacrifice when we would rather ignore, listen 

when we would rather talk, and give, when we would rather receive.  Yes, as the song says, "Spirit of the 

Living God, fall afresh on us. Melt  us, mold us, fill us and use us."  For your sake, for your people and 

for your kingdom. 

 

Lord, we come today also to pray for others.  Out of concern and compassion, and desire to love others 

as we love ourselves.  You have heard those on our prayer list, but there are others. 

 

 

O Lord, thank you for this time of quiet in your presence.  But we know that soon we will go back out 

into the world, and we do want to advance you kingdom.  And so as this Body of Christ, we pray our 

John Wesley prayer. 

 

Dear Lord, we want John Wesley to be a strong and vital church in our community. And we want to be 

guided by your vision and plan for us.  As we move into the future, please lead us all in our thoughts, our 

discussions, and our decisions. Show us what you would have us do and how you would have us do it. 



And help us always remember that John Wesley is your church, not ours – may your will be done. In 

Christ’s name we pray. Amen 

 

 


