
Christmas Eve 2018 

 

I saw a headline the other day that read, “Why Americans Are More Afraid Than They Used to Be.” 

Why Americans Are More Afraid Than They Used to Be.  I won’t go into the details of the article, but I 

doubt this comes as a surprise to any of us here tonight.  I’m sure we’ve all felt some kind of fear 

recently – be it the stock market, the political landscape, mass shootings, terrorism, the environment, 

threat of disease, bills, the kind of future our children and grandchildren will have, and so much more.  

And we’re afraid for ourselves and our families.  Because it seems like there's just too much evil in the 

world, too much darkness in the world, for us overcome.  But let me share a video to calm your fears. 

https://www.rethinkworship.com/top-christmas-videos-for-church/ 

 

Yes, tonight we do rejoice that Emmanuel – which means God with us – Christ the Lord, has been born.  

And a common theme throughout the Christmas story and the Bible is, “Do not be afraid.”  Do not be 

afraid.  Because the God of all creation, the higher power who made us all, is not a far away, impersonal 

God.  Rather, our God is one who put on flesh and bone and blood and came to live fully in the midst of 

our imperfect world with all its pain, suffering, evil and darkness.  For consider the life of Jesus – he was 

born into poverty, in a country ruled by an oppressive, and you might even say, dysfunctional, 

government.  He worked hard with his hands to make a living.  He knew what it was to be hungry, to be 

homeless, to have his family turn against him, to have his life threatened, to be hated, ridiculed, betrayed, 

denied, abandoned, falsely accused, and then, unjustly sentenced to die the most painful death possible – 

crucifixion.  Yes, Jesus Christ, experienced all the trials and ordeals of this life, and still he tells us, “Do 

not be afraid.”  He said, “In this world you will have trouble, but do not fear, I have overcome the 

world.”  You see, despite all the evil and darkness that existed, he came to help us overcome, to show us 

how to live, and how we can make a difference for good.  In the midst of the world around him, he 

brought healing, and forgiveness, and compassion, and hope, and peace, and, especially, the love of God.  

And he can do the same for you and me today.  We live in an imperfect world.  But tonight we welcome 

the light of the world, Jesus Christ, into our world.  Jesus, God, who is greater than any ruler, any 

government, any situation we may fear.  We do not have to be afraid, because our hope rests in God and 

his power to be at work in ways we cannot now imagine.  We just need to have faith and trust in the one 

who has brought joy into the world.  This was proven two thousand years ago, when the disciples and 

friends of Jesus were afraid, and felt they had lost all hope when Christ died on the cross.  But three days 

later, everything changed, and the world has not been the same since.  And it all started on this night…   


