
CHRISTMAS PRAYER 2018 

 

O God of love and majesty and mystery, we come in wonder and awe tonight, because we know that we 

are in the presence of the holy.  We’ve come to celebrate the birth of a child.  And yet, this is not just 

any child.  This is one whose life and teachings and impact are still profoundly affecting the world 2,000 

years later. That is a miracle, and we come to be part of it.  Because we know that in our lives, we 

hunger.  And what we hunger for is not going to be found under a Christmas tree.  For Lord, we hunger 

for meaning and purpose in our lives.  We hunger for joy that is deeper than just being happy.  We 

hunger for hope in the face of despair.  We hunger to know that we can be forgiven and start anew after 

things we regret.  We hunger for a love that accepts us just as we are, frailties and all.  And we hunger 

for peace and assurance and triumph in the face pain and uncertainty and even death.  And we know that 

we cannot satisfy these hungers with things of this world. We need more.  We need you.  And so we 

come tonight seeking your power, your guidance, your grace, your blessings and your love in our lives.   

 

And we seek it also, Lord, for our world and our county.  We continue to experience anger, division, 

polarity and incivility, and we wish it to end.  As we trust you do too.  And so we pray, at this start of a 

new year, that wisdom would prevail, that compassion and integrity would lead the way, and that our 

leaders would desire to work together toward the goals of justice, peace, and the common good of all 

people.     

 

And for those who do not feel awe and joy tonight, for whatever reason – illness, loneliness, 

hopelessness, loss of a loved one, fear of the unknown, we lift them up to you and ask that you would 

shine your light into their darkness, so they may feel your presence and know they are not alone.   

 

And Lord, we pray that Christmas, and all it means, be for us, not just a day on the calendar, but a way 

of living our lives – with hope and peace and joy and love, as we follow the one who came to show us 

the way, Jesus Christ or Lord.  As we say together the prayer he taught us…  

 


