
Christmas Eve 2018 – 7:00pm 

Rebecca: Intro 

 

Amy: Our story begins 2,000 years ago in the small village of Nazareth, nestled in the countryside of 

Galilee.  It was a village of less than 400 people, all of whom were the working poor – humble farmers, 

laborers, shepherds and servants working for the wealthy who lived in the nearby town of Sepphoris.  

Mary was a young Jewish girl probably around thirteen.  Life expectancy was short, so most girls, when 

they reached their teens, got married.  And Mary was engaged to Joseph, a local carpenter, and they 

were excited to begin their life together.  Until one day, an angel, a messenger of God named Gabriel, 

came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one!”  Mary was startled and confused, but the angel said to 

her, “Do not be afraid Mary, for you have found favor with God.  You are going to have a son and you 

shall name him Jesus.  He will be great and he will be called the Son of the Most High.”  But Mary, still 

perplexed, questioned the angel, “How can this be since I am a virgin?”  Gabriel said to her, “God’s 

Spirit will come upon you, and God’s power will come over you and the child you bear will be holy.  

For nothing is impossible with God.”  Mary, likely full of questions and wonder, at this mysterious 

pronouncement, nonetheless accepted what the angel told her, and said, “Here I am, the servant of the 

Lord.  Let it be as you say.” 

 

Rebecca: Joseph, Mary’s finance, was a good man, full of faith in God.  But when he learned that Mary 

was going to have a baby that wasn’t his, he was confused, upset, hurt.  What should he do? Jewish law 

allowed him to have Mary stoned to death.  But even in his pain, he didn’t want that for the woman he 

loved. So he decided to quietly send her away.  Until another angel came to him in a dream and said, 

“Joseph, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife.  The child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  

Name him Jesus, meaning, ‘he saves,’ for he will save people from their sins.”  Could this be the long 

awaited Messiah that God promised he would send to save his people?  So Joseph, also trusting in the 

“impossible,” knowing there would be difficult times ahead, took Mary as his wife. 

 

Chancel Choir – Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 

 

Amy: Mary and Joseph began building their life together in Nazareth.  But when Mary was almost 

ready to give birth, the Emperor of Rome, Caesar Augustus, commanded that there be a census taken.  

He wanted the people counted in order to raise taxes.  This meant every family had to go to their own 

hometown.  Joseph’s hometown was Bethlehem, ninety miles south of Nazareth.  So Joseph and a very 



pregnant Mary, packed their belongings, loaded their donkey and set out over rocky mountain terrain, 

and across desert land on a journey that would take them nine days. It was long and difficult and they 

were uncertain as to what was ahead for them. But with faith and hope and trust in God, they made their 

way to Bethlehem. 

 

Rebecca: When they got to Bethlehem, it was crowded with people, and there was no room for them to 

stay in the local inn.  But a baby was on his way, and the only place that could be found for Mary to 

give birth was a stable.  At the very least it offered protection from the outside elements and provided 

some privacy.  And there, among the animals, the noise and the smells, Mary gave birth to the Son of 

God.  She swaddled her infant as any mother would, and laid him in the only crib she had – a manger, 

the trough used to feed the animals. 

 

Hymn – O Little Town of Bethlehem – 230 (vs. 1,2,4) 

 

Amy: Now that God had come to earth, how was the world to know?  Well, those who seem to most 

easily and clearly see God are those who are humble, rather than full of themselves. Those who accept 

the mystery and majesty of God, rather than needing an explanation or proof.  And so shepherds were 

the first to learn of Jesus’ birth.  Shepherds of that time were uneducated, poor, and lived in the fields. 

Because of this, many considered them to be lower class individuals.  But not God.  God purposefully 

chose to come to them first with his message of acceptance, love and salvation.  And, later Jesus himself 

would choose to identify with them, for the baby lying in the manger would one day call himself “The 

Good Shepherd.” 

 

Rebecca:  And so once again, God sent his messengers, the angels – a multitude of them, and the 

shepherds were afraid.  But an angel said, “Do not be afraid, I bring you good news of great joy for all 

people.  Today a Savior has been born for you, who is Christ the Lord.” A Savior has come for all 

people, a Savior who can save us from our sins, save us from the darkness that threatens our lives and 

bring us his light of hope, peace, healing and love.   

 

Hymn – Angels We Have Heard on High  (1,2,3)  238 

 

 

 



Amy: The birth of Jesus touched the lives not only of the poor and lowly, but also the wealthy and 

influential.  Because God’s good news is for all people.  And those who are truly wise, regardless of 

their station in life, will follow Christ.  At the time of Jesus’ birth there were men were seeking the 

truth, who understood the signs of nature that pointed them to a divine king.  And so these astrologers 

from the East came to worship Jesus, and to bring him gifts. They brought him gold, the gift of kings, 

and frankincense, spices used by priests.  For Jesus would come as both king and priest.  And they 

brought myrrh, a burial ointment. For Jesus would one day take the sins of the world upon himself, and 

die on a cross for us.  And the wise men bowed down and worshipped him. 

 

Musical Offering – O Holy Night  

 

Rebecca: Do not be afraid.  The light has come into the world and shined in the darkness, bringing 

hope, peace, joy and love to our lives.  Let us, in the quiet of this holy place, spread that light, as we 

worship, sing and celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

Hymn – Silent Night  - 239 vs. 1-4 

 

Rebecca:   The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light 

Amy:   For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given! 

Rebecca:   His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Amy:   Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Rebecca:   The Word became flesh and dwells among us! 

Amy:   Glory to God in the highest and peace to all God’s people on earth. 

 

Benediction: Rebecca 

 


