
December 9, 2018  “Blessed are the Peacemakers”        John Wesley United Methodist Church 

Romans 12:9-21                      Rev. Rebecca Mincieli, 508-548-3050 

 

Here we are - the second week of Advent - that season devoted to waiting and readiness.  We hear from 

the Old Testament prophets, “The days are surely coming,” says the Lord, “when I will fulfill the 

promises I made.  I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up, and he shall execute justice and 

righteousness in the land.” Or, “But you, O Bethlehem, from you shall come forth he who will be great 

to the ends of the earth and he shall be one of peace.”  And even today, Isaiah proclaimed, “The people 

who walked in darkness will see a great light... for a child is given for us... and he is named... the Prince 

of Peace."  Now, I've been a pastor for almost twenty years and I'm still waiting for that peace and 

righteousness to come… still ready.  Aren't you?   

 

Back in the day, when it came time to preach about peace, I primarily spoke to our sorry state of affairs 

from a world wide perspective.  I remember speaking about the wars in the Middle East, I remember 

speaking about genocide in Africa between the Hutu and Tutsi tribes, I remember speaking about walls: 

walls in South Africa when apartheid was still in effect, walls in Bethlehem separating the Palestinians 

from the Jews that still are in effect.  And obviously, I remember speaking about the World Trade 

Center and the terrorism we've seen throughout the world.  I could go on, but you get my point.  The 

world was, and unfortunately still is, in a mess.  Africa, Syria, Yemen, Venezuela, Afghanistan, now the 

Ukraine seems like it's ready to ignite, so many places.  So first and foremost, what we need to do is 

pray, and continue praying for world peace.  Because consider this, just imagine how bad things would 

be if we Christians didn't pray for peace! 

 

But today I want to speak about a war closer to home.  And that's the culture war we're seeing.   It's the 

war that disturbs me most, because I believe it's a war in which our moral compass is the battlefield, and 

the losses are taking a toll and destroying the very fabric of our society.  And it doesn't need to be this 

way.  I fear most for our children and grandchildren.  Because these self-inflicted wounds are going to 

infect us more and more if things don't change.  And it goes far beyond our political differences.  It 

seems like one side or another takes up a battle position with no respect or tolerance as to the positions 

or opinions of others.  The same people that feel so righteous about boycotting Wal-Mart because they 

sell guns that can be used to kill people, buy their designer clothes from foreign manufacturers using 

sweatshops, thus destroying people in another way.  One side boycotts Chick-Fil-A over gay rights, and 



another side boycotts Starbucks because they use non-Christmas specific holiday cups.  Some people 

boycott Nike because of Colin Kaepernick refusing to stand for the national anthem, others boycott the 

Washington Redskins football team because of their offensive name.  We call each other names like 

"deplorables," "neanderthals," "radicals," and much worse.  And then there's the constant battles over 

fake news, global warming, climate change, immigration, migration, refugees, children in cages, black 

lives matter, blue lives matter, women's rights, the "me too" movement, bullying, confederate 

monuments, charter schools, Russia, the Mueller investigation... tell me when you've had enough.     

 

So why is this happening?  Well, sociologists and psychologists blame it on what they call, relativism.  

In this case, it's cultural relativism, which has become a common ideology in today’s modern world.  

It’s the view that there is no longer an absolute standard regarding right or wrong conduct, or good or 

bad behavior.  Which means that every position on morality or ethics or civility, is subject to the 

individual's own perspective.  Let me say it another way.  Anyone can say or do whatever they want 

depending on how they feel.  It’s summed up in the phrase, “truth is relative.”   Now the contradiction 

of cultural relativism becomes apparent.  A society that embraces the notion that there is no definitive 

right or wrong, loses the ability to make any judgments at all.
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  And the fallout from this way of 

thinking is clearly evident in the ways in which we have been acting and treating one another.  The 

incivility, the anti-social behavior, the lack of respect and kindness and decency, is plain to see.  People 

take sides, words are exchanged, there's anger and hate and more.   

 

So what does all this have to do with us sitting in these pews here today?  Well, as I said earlier, in the 

past when I've spoken about peace, it was in relation to the wars and fighting and injustices that were 

happening throughout our world.  The premise being, if there was just no killing going on, we would 

have peace.  But as you might surmise, there's really much more to it.  And, so, I want to suggest a new 

term for you to live out that can change our culture.  And that's "gospel peace."  Gospel peace, of 

course, doesn't want war or killing, but it goes further.  Gospel peace requires the building of a culture 

where people trust one another, care for one another and love one another.  Gospel peace is not defined 

by the relative truths of the culture, gospel peace is defined by the Biblical truths of Jesus Christ.
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  Like 

we heard today, “Do all that you can to live in peace with everyone.”  And if we want peace and 

righteousness in this world, especially in this culture where we live and our children and grandchildren 
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will grow up in, each of us have to do our part to build on this peace.  You know, Jesus said blessed are 

the peacemakers for they will be called children of God.  So I first want to digress and tell you a story 

about a child.  There was a little girl who was afraid to sleep at night.  She often cried and made such a 

fuss about going to bed, that her parents came to dread the nightly ritual of tucking her in.  They would 

read to her, say prayers together, and talk together for a while with the lights off, and eventually she 

would drift off to sleep.  But she would always wake up soon afterwards and come to her parents bed.  

One night when she did so, her mother asked her what she was afraid of.  "There are sounds in my 

room, and they scare me," she said.  "Honey, you don't have to be afraid.  God is here and it's all right – 

God will protect you," her mother said.  The little girl thought about this for a minute or so and then 

said, "Yes, I know.  But I want somebody with skin on."   

 

And here we are in Advent, anticipating the celebration of God putting skin on in the form of Jesus 

Christ.  Christ, who did bring justice, righteousness, light and peace.  And who calls us now to do the 

same.  That's why we Christians, as well, have to put skin on our faith, and go out and live and work for 

gospel peace.  How?  Well, let me suggest some thoughts and ideas. 

 

   - First, gospel peace deals with differences and arguments in the light of gentleness, a peace that 

builds relationships rather than promoting hostility and hate.  Live in harmony with one another, as we 

heard today.  Gentleness is the skin we Christians should wear as we go out into today's world.  Think 

about all you do and how you act and what you say during the day, and think about how a mind-set of 

gentleness could make a difference.  Gentleness! 

   - In our society, there are many nobodies.  Gospel peacemakers act to insure the dignity of all people.  

Like we did with the Dress a Live Doll – seeing that kids in need have new, attractive clothes so they 

can feel good about themselves, and not just given some worn-out hand me downs.  Gospel 

peacemakers continue to try to elevate people whenever and wherever possible.  Dignity makes for 

peace!     

   - Throughout the Bible, God shows a preferential love for the widows and the poor and the sick.  

Gospel peacemakers go out of their way to visit and love these individuals.  Always be eager to practice 

hospitality, as we heard today.  Hospitality makes for peace. 

   - Forgiveness is a vital ingredient in the lives of those who strive for gospel peace.  Forgiveness builds 

bridges and opens the door to peace of mind and soul – both to you and the one who may have hurt you. 

Forgiveness.   



   - Gospel peacemakers love their neighbors.  As St. Paul said, “They don’t just pretend to love others, 

they really love them with genuine affections.  Peace breakers love things more than their neighbors, 

which creates division.  Love makes for peace. 

   - Most of all gospel peacemakers love God with all their being, and they hold fast to the Biblical truths 

that bring about justice, righteousness, light and peace.  All these and more are the things we must do, as 

Jesus taught us in his gospels. 

 

Now just imagine.  Just imagine how different things might be in our culture if we all worked to be 

gospel peacemakers.  It’s interesting, religious professor Carol Zaleski thinks that many believers today 

suffer from what she calls "imagination fatigue."  Which means we cannot imagine how things can be 

different, or what we ourselves might do to make them different.  But we can, and we must.  If our faith 

is important to us here at John Wesley, as I think it is, isn't Christmas a time for us to make a difference 

in our part of this world?  Because peace isn't just something we work for, it's something we are, 

something we do, and something we give away.
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  Amen. 
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