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In today's Scripture lesson, God takes the prophet Ezekiel on a symbolic journey to a place of 

desolation.  Dry bones –  skulls, arms, legs, disconnected, dismembered and broken, strewn all about.  

You can just imagine how grim a scene that had to have been, can’t you?  Now those bones were really  

a metaphor for the Israelite people.  They had wandered away from God, disobeying him, worshipping 

false gods, not trusting God's will and purpose for their lives, becoming unfaithful.  And consequently 

their nation was ultimately destroyed, the people conquered and scattered, with many carried away as 

slaves into Babylonia.  As I read the scripture, the verse that was most depressing to me, was "... our 

hope is gone, there is nothing left for us."  You see, when people lose hope, they lose an essential part of 

their being.  They lose their spirit.  And then uncertainty replaces their trust in God and fear replaces 

their faith in God.  Let me repeat that.  When people lose their hope, uncertainty replaces their trust in 

God and fear replaces their faith in God.  And life isn't worth living, as represented by those bones. 

 

Now it's two thousand five hundred years after Ezekiel, and regretfully it appears things haven't changed 

much.  You see, by our very nature, we humans apparently don't want to obey God – we’d rather do 

things our way; we don’t trust in God – we just can’t surrender to his will and purpose for our lives.  

And like the Israelites, we have wandered away from God, worshipping false gods, and becoming slaves 

of the culture.  And where has that led us?  Not to a very good place.  Just look around.  As a society, it's 

obvious how damaged we are.  We see the discord, the unhappiness, the depression, the drug use, the 

alcoholism, and all the other consequences of our misplaced wanderings.  Uncertainty and fear certainly 

are rampant.  Just listen to what so many people are saying today.  “I'm just not happy.  My life has no 

purpose or meaning.  Something is missing in my life.  I just feel hopeless.”  What a terrible way to live.  

But wait, let's go back to the scripture again.  We hear God ask Ezekiel a rhetorical question, “Mortal, 

can these bones live again?”  Can there be healing, can there be new life out of the brokenness?  And 

then God answers his own question and proclaims an emphatic “Yes! Yes, there is hope for you.  I will 

breathe my life into you, and you will live anew!”  Yes there is hope!  There is hope for all of us!  

 

Today is the first Sunday of Advent, and the theme on this Sunday is hope.  Now as Christians, we 

should be the most hopeful of all people, not because we buy into the secular definition of hope that is 

based on some wishful desires or longings for certain things to happen, like winning the lottery, or 



hoping the Patriots beat the Vikings today, but because we believe in an object of our hope.  An object 

of our hope, and that is God, in Jesus Christ.  That’s what Christmas is all about.  Jesus – God – coming 

to earth as one of us, to prove that we can have hope, immense hope, even in the most difficult of life's 

trying circumstances – if we but trust and have faith in him and his promises.  Because only God can 

satisfy our deepest needs for redemption and love and purpose.  And... he also proved that we have the 

ultimate future hope – heaven.  That alone should fill us with joy and happiness and the assurance that 

life is good and worth living – every day, all the time, because that ultimate wonder awaits us!  As St. 

Paul says, "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind can imagine what God has prepared for 

those who love him."  But despite all those things - as the saying goes, "life gets in the way."  Obstacles 

are thrown in our path, anxieties and worries torment us, illnesses strike, difficult situations develop, 

and our burdens becomes too great to bear.  And that's when the word hopelessness becomes part of 

even our vocabulary.  That's when we are sometimes tempted to say, "Our hope is gone, there is nothing 

left for us," and uncertainty and fear take their toll.   

 

But that’s why, as Christians, God in Jesus Christ is the object of our hope.  And we must trust in his 

promises.  Trust in our Master.  Let me show you a short video that makes an interesting comparison.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C5OeFHH5Qm4& 

 

It's true.  We humans were created for so much more.  We were created for lives fulfilled with purpose 

and meaning.  But some of us can't get past the tire.  And the issue is all about trust.  Trust in a God who 

throughout the Bible promises us so much.  Promises like... 

 

Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread, for it is the LORD your God who goes with you. 

He will not leave you or forsake you.” 

 

Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I 

will uphold you with my righteous right hand.  

 

Cast all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 

 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let 

your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your 

hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 

 

We know that in all things God works for good to those who love him, those whom he has called 

according to his purpose." 



May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with 

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

These are incredible promises.  And throughout the Bible we see how they hold true.  Look at the 

hopeless, tainted Samaritan woman at the well, who Jesus made new with the gift of living water.  Or, 

the desperate son who had no where else to turn and God welcomed him back with a fine robe, a gold 

ring, and a feast.  Or, the depressed fishermen who trusted Jesus, and their nets were filled to bursting.  

Or, the anxious merchant, who discovered a pearl that surpassed all others.  Or, the toiling farmer who 

unearths a great treasure hidden in his field.  Or, even to us, the assurance of an eternal wedding feast in 

heaven. 

 

Yes, it's Advent.  Christ is coming with his promise of hope for you and me.  A hope that points us to a 

better future, a brighter tomorrow, no matter what issues, problems and concerns we have today.  No 

matter how broken we may be.  Let’s go back to the Scripture one final time.  The valley of dry bones 

shows how God's grace can work in our lives.  In order for you to experience the resurrection of those 

dead bones in your life, you need God to breathe life into them.  Maybe you are facing a broken past, a 

broken body, a broken life right now.  Maybe you feel like different parts of your life are strewn all 

about, and you can’t quite get it together.  But have hope.  Trust that God can breathe life into your 

brokenness.  In a few minutes we will come to the table of our Lord, where we remember that it is by 

his brokenness, his broken body, that we are made new.   

 

Yes, with the coming of Christ, divine hope entered our lives!  Amen. 


