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Today's Advent theme is on 'love.'  But before I get into my message on love, I first have a question for 

everyone today.  How many of you here feel you are a 'servant' of the Lord?  Yes, I thought so - good.  

But now I want you to think of your relationship with Jesus a bit differently.  So let's start with a little 

gem of a song that tells the Christmas story, and a little more, from Jesus' perspective.  "I Was Born in 

Bethlehem” by Nick Lowe.  (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gwvfwkqagrI ) 

 

Now I know we all love the Christmas story, but the line in this song that struck me most was... "I've 

done what I can to be there, when a man can't find a friend..."  I like that!  Jesus describing himself as a 

friend.  A friend who is there for us.  Most especially at those times in our life when we are in need, 

when we are hurting.  Maybe that's why one of the most popular hymns is, "What a Friend We Have in 

Jesus."  “What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear.  What a privilege to carry 

everything to God in prayer."  Yes, what a friend we have in Jesus.    

 

And Jesus himself speaks of the depth of this friendship in today's Gospel.  On the night before he went 

to the cross to sacrifice his life for all of humanity, he made this statement.  “Greater love has no one 

than this, than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”  And then he goes on to say, “You are my 

friends.”  Jesus is calling his followers, you and me, his friends.  How wonderful is that!  However, it 

doesn’t stop there.  As any true friend would do, Jesus strives to bring out the best in us, and so he tells 

us something important that we need to do in order to become a better person, a better individual.  

Something so important, in fact, that he states it as follows: “This is my command to you, that you are to 

'love one another.'”  And not only that, but, “Love one another, as I love you!”  Now when we really 

think about it, given all that's happening out there in the world, is that something that's even possible for 

you and me to do, love one another, as Jesus loves us?   

 

That's why the title Jesus wants to give us - friend, is one that few among us may really be able to claim.  

Let me explain.  Friendship with Jesus describes a very special relationship.  It implies his love and 

support for us, yes, but it also implies a responsibility on our part, as to how we are to live our lives.  I 

once read about a pastor who gave a sermon on the Bible passage where the Jewish patriarch, Abraham, 

was described as a friend of God's (James 2:23).  And this pastor's opening sentence was, "Abraham 



was a friend of God's.  I'm sure glad I'm not a friend of God's."  What?  What' s that all about?  

Obviously it was meant to be tongue in cheek, but you see, that pastor knew that friendship with God 

implies a responsibility beyond perhaps what we think we are capable of achieving.  A responsibility 

where perhaps God may ask us to do things we really don’t want to do.  Instead, maybe it's better to just 

be called a servant of God.  A servant can be faithful in word and deed, but there’s no need to take on 

any extra responsibility.  So that might be all we ever want to aspire to be.  But to be called a friend of 

God's, a friend of Jesus, that raises the bar to a whole new level because what Jesus is commanding us, 

is truly daunting.   

 

You see, Jesus expands on his definition of friendship, when he tells his disciples, "I call you my friends 

for everything I have learned from my Father, I have made known to you."  In other words, a friend of 

Jesus shares in the knowledge of God's work in the world, what God is doing and how God is doing it.  

And being a friend comes with the expectation, as we heard today, that we must bear fruit – fruit that 

will last.  How do we do this?  Well, it all begins with Jesus command to love one another.  Yes, we 

may indeed have a great friend in Jesus.  But the point I want us to consider today is: who among us can 

say, "What a great friend Jesus has in me."
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  Yes, what kind of friend does Jesus have in me?  Think 

about that for a moment. 

 

Now don’t despair, because in today's epistle reading, St. Paul offers us some concrete ways to put the 

'love one another' command into action, and thereby build on and deepen our friendship with Jesus.  

Let's listen again.  "Love from the center of who you are, don’t fake it, love others genuinely.  Outdo 

one another in showing honor – be willing to play second fiddle.  Be inventive in hospitality, especially 

to the needy, and those different from us.  Bless your enemies, no cursing under your breath.  Live in 

harmony with each other.  Make friends with nobodies, don't try to be a great somebody.  Don’t hit back 

– don’t pay back a wrong with a wrong.  Discover the beauty in everyone.  If you see your enemy 

hungry, go buy him lunch, or if she's thirsty, get her a drink.  

 

Whew, that's quite a list!  So, I thought of how I could put Paul's words into action and be a better friend 

to Jesus.  For instance... I'm talking to my Mom and Dad on the phone, but all the while checking my 

emails and surfing the net... ‘love genuinely, Rebecca, don’t fake it.’  Or... I'm at a meeting and the 

person across the table answers all my suggestions with a, "yes, BUT..."  ‘No bad thoughts under your 
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breath,’ Rebecca.  Or... the person who says something negative about me, gossiping, making 

insinuations…’ don’t get even, Rebecca bless your enemies.’  Now my first thought might be, does that 

blessing have to be public or could it be in private?  Can I just get away with a silent prayer, like, "God 

bless you for who and what you obviously are."  That doesn't cut it, does it?  Paul said we are to live in 

harmony with one another.   

 

You see, loving one another means loving in all the daily ups and downs, in all the difficulties and 

differences, in all big and small ways we interact with one another.  And so to obey Christ’s command 

means we need to be the ones to take the first steps toward others.  Remember, the bar is raised to a 

higher level for Jesus’ friends.  So then consider… that meeting where one person is always abrasive or 

negative.  ‘Love deeply anyway, play second fiddle.’  Or... you're in a rush at the grocery store, you see 

an older person doing something a little too slowly for your taste – remember, you'll be there some day, 

and ‘outdo one another in showing honor.’  Or... notice all the nobodies who come into this church for 

one reason or another – as a refuge from their struggles, for a meeting, for our rummage sales.  “Don’t 

be stuck up.  Make friends with nobodies.”  "Buy the homeless lunch."
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  Yes, ‘Discover the beauty in 

everyone’ and show them through your words and actions what Christian love and friendship is all 

about. 

 

Now granted, I know there will be times when we will fall short of meeting that great command of 

Christ "to love one another."  But take heart!  Because the God who formed us out of his love, and then 

made a point of coming down to us as one of us at Christmas time, will never abandon his friends here 

at John Wesley.  And the truth is, as I look out, I see a community of believers who practice the kind of 

living, the kind of love that makes us different from the rest of the world out there. Can’t you feel it?  

Yes, I sense God is drawing all of us... sometimes whether we like it or not... into the inner circle of 

some of his closest friends.  And what better gift of love is that at Christmas!  Amen. 
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