
There’s nothing more contradictory than an unenthusiastic Christian. The Bible tells us that God loves us 

so much, in fact, that God gave up his only son so that all who believe in him will have everlasting life. 

Nothing not even death can separate us from God’s love! If we really believe that, we can’t help but 

overflow with joy!       United Methodist pastor, Ronald Newhouse 

 

Loving, living, eternal God, thank you for the reminder of your great love for us.  Thank you for the 

assurance that nothing, not even death can separate us from your love.  That assurance should keep us 

enthusiastic and joyful, always.  But Lord, we confess that sometimes we take that verse for granted, and 

we don’t fully understand how great is your love.  That your love for us is not an impersonal, watching 

us from afar, hope everything goes okay kind of love.  It’s an “I know every hair on your head” kind of 

love.  It’s an “I know when you rise up and when you sit down” kind of love.  It’s an “I know your 

thoughts” kind of love.  And it’s an unconditional, “I love you anyway” kind of love.  And Lord, that’s 

kind of scary, because sometimes we don’t love ourselves.  And we can’t imagine how you could love 

us.  And yet you do.  At our baptism you call us your child, your beloved, and you say to us, “You are 

precious in my sight and I love you.”  And, if we do truly believe that, then we should overflow with joy.  

For that means we have the God of all creation, the God of power and might, the God of grace and 

forgiveness on our side.  It means we do not walk alone.  It means that we have someone we can trust to 

hold onto and turn to.  It means that even when we struggle, even when we fail, even when we separate 

ourselves from you, you are still there, ready to turn us around, ready to forgive, ready to set us on a path 

of better living.  Jesus said, “I have told you these things so that my joy may be in you and your joy may 

be full.”  And so, O Lord, we do indeed rejoice in your love for us. 

 

But we know too there are those for whom joy seems elusive.  They are weighed down with illness, 

sorrow, addiction, stress, worries and more. We pray for our world which seems joyless in many ways.  

May this holy season bring a renewed and heightened sense of gentleness, kindness, hopefulness into our 

world.  Lord, there are specific people we wish to pray for.  You have heard those on our prayer list, but 

there are others... 

 

O Lord, for the joy of just resting in your presence and knowing that indeed you are our God, we 

thank you and give you our praise, as all the people of God said, “Amen.” 

 


