
"It is impossible to conceive how different things would have turned out if that birth had not happened.  

For millions of people who have lived since, the birth of Jesus made possible not just a new way of 

understanding life but a new way of living it. It is a truth that, for twenty-one centuries, there have been 

untold numbers of men and women who, in untold numbers of ways, have been so grasped by the child 

who was born, so caught up in the message he taught and the life he lived, that they have found 

themselves profoundly changed by their relationship with him."   Frederick Buechner 

 

O Lord Jesus Christ, whose birth we soon celebrate, we confess that we sometimes forget the magnitude 

of what Christmas means.  That it is not just a time for worship, though it is that, it is not just a day to be 

with family and friends, though it is that.  But it is the Incarnation – the Divine and Almighty God of all 

creation, taking on our humanity, in order to be in relationship with us.  To teach us, to show us good and 

righteous living, to guide our paths, to bring us hope, to ground us in what is important, to save us from 

our sins, and to grant that our lives will never end, but that we will ultimately live in your glorious and 

perfect love and presence forever.  O Lord, truly we lift up our hearts and give you praise.  For knowing 

you has profoundly changed us.  Because you are in our lives, we want to be better, we want to be more 

loving, more patience, more kind and gentle.  We want to live to a higher standard, and to be an example 

and make a positive impact in our own little parts of the world.  We know sometimes we fall short, but 

you, O Lord, are there to forgive us and lift us up once again.  And in response to all this, Lord, we want 

to share this Christmas message with others.  In a world where there is so much strife, in a world where 

people look out first for themselves, in a world that is so lacking in patience and understanding, we know 

we need to be the ones to tell of the Prince of Peace.  We need to be the ones to show others what it 

means to be a community a fellowship together.  We need to be the ones to show the world what it 

means to love, to care, to want the best for others.  We want to be the hands and feet and words and 

actions of Jesus Christ.  This, O Lord, we pray. 

 

And, we pray for others. You have heard those on our prayer list, but there are others.  Hear us now… 

 

 


