
 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The old has passed away; behold, the new has 

come.”  2 Corinthians 5:17 - Paul 

 

O Lord God, what a wonderful promise and assurance that is for us, as we go into a new year.  For this is 

a time when many of us pause to take stock of our lives.  We think about the ways that we have been 

able to live rightly, to do good, to be Christ-like in our attitudes, our words, our actions.  And we also 

think about the times and the ways in which we have not lived rightly, not done good, not been Christ-

like in our attitudes, our words, our actions.  And in this new year, we want to do better, to be better.  

And so, Lord, help us to be honest with ourselves, to see ourselves as we are, and then to see ourselves as 

you want us to be.  As Paul also said, “Examine yourselves to see if you are in the faith. Test yourselves.  

Don’t you understand that Jesus Christ is in you?  Unless, of course, you fail the test.”  And O Lord, we 

don’t want to fail the test.  That is why we are here.  That is why we seek your help.  And so, Lord, we 

are going to pause, and to be intentional about examining ourselves.  We ask your forgiveness for those 

times we have failed, and we thank you for your grace and mercy.  Thank you that the old has passed 

away.  And now, in silence, with our own personal prayers, we pray to be a new creation in Christ.  We 

come to you, reflecting on who we are, and we commit to you at least one way in which we will strive to 

more like Christ in this coming year. Let us enter a time of silence. 

 

Lord, in your mercy….hear our prayer. 

 

God, we pray not just for ourselves, but for others – those we love, and even those we do not know.  For 

we know there is much pain and suffering and need of your healing and your peace and your guidance.  

And so we come to acknowledge and verbally name those around us.  You have heard those on our 

prayer list, but there are others, and so hear us now as people in this congregation lift aloud those for 

whom we ask your blessing. 

 

Lord, in your mercy…hear our prayer.  And now, in this new year we wish to be not only better people, 

but a better church, a better presence in our community, a better Body of Christ to the world.  And so 

hear us as we pray together our John Wesley prayer.. 

  

Dear Lord, we want John Wesley to be a strong and vital church in our community. And we want to be 

guided by your vision and plan for us.  As we move into the future, please lead us all in our thoughts, our 



discussions, and our decisions. Show us what you would have us do and how you would have us do it. 

And help us always remember that John Wesley is your church, not ours – may your will be done. In 

Christ’s name we pray. Amen 

 

 
 


