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Well, be it six hundred years before Christ, at the time of the prophet Habakkuk, or two thousand 

nineteen years after Christ, the cry of the people still echoes – “How long O Lord must I call for help?  

Must I forever see these evil deeds?”  Because whether it’s a personal issue we struggle with and it 

seems like God is silent, or a social issue that adversely affects our society as a whole, and we question 

if God is really in control, I’m sure we’ve all prayed that prayer of Habakkuk – how long O Lord must I 

call for help?  Now Habakkuk lived at a time when the Jews had been under the power of Assyria for 

many years, and they were looking to God for help to rescue them.  Things were desperate, there was no 

end in sight, and in fact, things would get worse before it got better.  But listen to what God tells 

Habakkuk about their rescue.  “Though it seems to tarry, wait for it.”  Though it seems to tarry, wait for 

it.”  Have patience.  Listen to this description of patience by Oswald Chambers, a famous evangelist.  

He says, “Patience can be illustrated by the image of an immensely strong rock withstanding all 

onslaughts.”  Think of that image a minute – an immensely strong rock withstanding all onslaughts.  

That's powerful!  Chambers says, “And the vision of God is the source of that patience.  You see, a man 

with a vision of God is really not devoted to a cause or any particular issue.  He's devoted to God 

himself.  And you always know when the vision is of God, because of the inspiration that comes with 

it.
1
  And today I want to talk about two men who had a vision of God, and who have been such an 

inspiration to us, that we have set aside national holidays for honoring them. 

 

First, tomorrow the nation celebrates Martin Luther King, Jr.  It is a day to celebrate the life and 

achievements of Rev. King and his vision for racial equality in the United States.  There will be parades, 

ceremonies, and lots of breakfasts, where people will be inspired to continue King’s work to end hatred 

and racism, and advocate for racial equality and justice for all.     

 

And then, in a few short weeks we will be celebrating Presidents' Day.  Now when I was a kid, we 

celebrated two holidays in February.  George Washington's birthday, and Abraham Lincoln's birthday.  

But today it seems we've watered it down to "Presidents Day," and so I'm not sure who we're supposed 

to be honoring:  Donald Trump, Barack Obama, one of the Bushes, Bill Clinton?  Somehow, we've 

diminished the greatness that's due Washington and Lincoln.  So today, I'm going to talk a little bit more 

about one of them, Abraham Lincoln. Why?  Well, because the lives of Abraham Lincoln and Martin 
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Luther King are really intertwined in that they both exemplified today’s scripture, by sharing a vision, 

having patience, and providing hope and inspiration for so many Americans.  Let me explain.   

 

First, Martin Luther King often spoke about Abraham Lincoln in his speeches and writings, recognizing 

Lincoln's accomplishments, most notably his writing and signing The Emancipation Proclamation. At 

his "I Have a Dream" speech at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington D.C., King said, “I am happy to 

join with you today in what will go down as the greatest demonstration for freedom in the history of our 

nation.  Five score years ago, a great American in whose symbolic shadow we stand, signed the 

Emancipation Proclamation.”  Let me read a portion of Lincoln's Executive Order.  “On the first day of 

January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, all persons held as slaves 

shall be then, thenceforward, and forever free.”  King continued, “This momentous decree came as a 

great beacon and light of hope (to four million) Negro slaves, who had been seared in the flames of 

withering injustice. It came as a joyous daybreak to end the long night of captivity.”  And then he goes 

on to share his dream, his vision – God’s vision of equality and justice, of all people living and working 

together, proclaiming that the “the glory of the Lord will be revealed and all flesh shall see it together.”  

How can anyone not be inspired by these words? 

 

And, likewise, Abraham Lincoln, by his very presence and commitment to abolish slavery, provided the 

slaves hope and inspiration, when they had absolutely none at all.  Here's an example of what I mean.  

It's a little known fact, but in the mid-1930s, a government agency, the Federal Writers Project, was 

tasked with interviewing thousands of former slaves.  And the admiration those slaves had for Lincoln 

was profusely evident.  Hundreds of them related stories which they believed were true about Lincoln, 

but which was, in fact, just black folklore.  The stories alleged that Lincoln snuck into the south at times 

to visit various places where they were slaves.  One story goes like this:  A man who was traveling came 

upon a plantation.  Though nobody knew who he was, the plantation owner took him in to stay as a 

guest. The stranger paid close attention to how the enslaved people working on the plantation were 

treated, how they subsisted on a weekly ration of “four pounds of meat and a peck of meal,” how they 

were whipped and sometimes sold, resulting in the tearing apart of families.  Eventually, the stranger 

said goodbye and went on his way, but a little while later he wrote a letter to the plantation owner, 

informing him he would soon have to free his slaves.  He said “everybody will have to, and the North 

will see to it.”  In the letter, the stranger told the owner to go into the room where he had slept, and see 

where he had carved his name into the headrest.  When the slaveholder went and looked, he saw the 

name: “A. Lincoln.”  It’s legendary stories like these that gave those slaves inspiration and hope.   



Yes, these two men, King and Lincoln, had a vision of God and God’s desire to see justice and equality 

for all persons, regardless of the color of their skin.  But they knew the battle would be long, and that 

they would have to be patient, and trust in God, trust in God’s plan and especially God’s timing, even if 

they could not see the end.  During the Civil War, Lincoln said, “The will of God prevails.  And while it 

has not pleased the Almighty to bless us with a return of peace, we can but press on, guided by the best 

light He gives, trusting that in His own good time, and wise way, all will yet be well.”  And Rev. King, 

in his “I’ve Been to the Mountaintop” speech said, “We’ve got difficult challenges ahead, but I’ve been 

to the mountaintop.  I’ve seen the Promised Land.  I may not get there with you.  But I want you to 

know tonight, that we, as a people, will get to the Promised Land.”  They knew God’s vision would 

indeed ultimately be fulfilled.  And so they sought to fulfill that vision with perseverance and patience – 

that strong rock withstanding all onslaughts.  And their onslaughts were many - they withstood intense 

opposition, insults, death threats, and both were eventually assassinated.  Yet their work, and what they 

stood for, remains alive and continues still today.   

 

So what does this mean for us sitting here in this sanctuary?  A couple of things.  First, we need to 

always remember to honor and uphold people who have a vision that is of God.  Visionaries, like King 

and Lincoln, who rose to that greater cause, who worked to make that vision a reality, and who have 

inspired us to join them.  For consider the reason we are all in this place today.  Wasn't Jesus Christ a 

visionary when it came to love - "love others as you love yourself.  Love even your enemies, and bless 

those that hate and persecute you."  Wasn't the Apostle Paul a visionary for taking the Gospel to all 

people - "there is neither Greek or Jew or male or female or slave or free, but we are all one in Christ."  

And how can we best honor them?  Perhaps going out these doors, and being an inspiration ourselves, 

by showing that same love and kinship to all people, regardless of color, economic status, sexuality, 

politics, religion.   

 

And second, we need to remember those words we heard today, "Though it seems to tarry, wait for it." 

We all have difficulties and struggles and discouraging issues in our lives that we have to deal with.  

And sometimes God seems silent, the answer we want is not forthcoming, and the road ahead stretches 

far too long.  But we need to be patient.  That's why that image of that rock is so important for us.  A 

rock that can withstand all onslaughts. A rock that trusts that God is there, trusts that God has a plan, 

and trusts in God's time.  A rock that trusts in God's promise when he says, "It will be fulfilled for you.  

Yes, it will surely take place."  Amen. 


