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Last week for the children's sermon, Allison held up this road map and told the kids, in a somewhat 

disparaging manner, this is what people used in the olden days to find their way around.  The olden days!  

Obviously, it got a good laugh because most of us here remember those olden days rather fondly, in fact.  

So as I was preparing my sermon for this week, I decided to use something from the olden days - from 

the Broadway musical, Godspell.  I've mentioned this musical in the past for another sermon, but I want 

to use it again this morning in more detail because it's so suitable for today's Gospel reading.   

 

You see, whenever I hear that scripture from Mark, and John the Baptist saying, "Prepare the way of the 

Lord," I think of Godspell, because it opens with John the Baptist powerfully singing those same words, 

“Prepare ye the way of the Lord.”  Now some of you here will remember that the play first appeared on 

Broadway in the seventies.  It became very popular, not only with believers, but with the common man 

and woman on the street, those seekers out there.  Because the lines and lyrics from the musical were so 

impactful, even enlightening and awe inspiring.  And most of those lyrics came directly from the Bible.  

And I think most people, whoever they are, and wherever they may be on their faith journey, want to 

know something about God. So today I thought it might be fun to revisit the past by watching a snippet 

from a revival of Godspell in 2011.  Let's watch...  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L52Z_Ybg8yQ 

 

Aren’t those powerful lyrics?  And on this Baptism of the Lord Sunday, where I want everybody to 

remember and reflect on their baptism, those lyrics have special meaning for us, which I’ll get to in a 

moment.  But first, let's remember our baptism for a moment.  In the baptismal service, the person, or 

their parents are asked, “Do you believe in Jesus Christ as your Savior?"  That's the "good news" Jesus 

was talking about in today's scripture.  He came to save us from our sins.  "Do you put your whole trust 

in His grace?"  "Do you promise to serve him as your Lord?  To be a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ?”  

And, after our belief and our vows are affirmed, we receive that life-giving, renewing water of God’s 

grace, and we are blessed.  And thus our Christian journey begins.  Sounds wonderful, doesn’t it?  But let 

me ask…. in actuality, how much meaning and value do we really put on our baptism?  Do we even 

think about it?  And how are we doing in keeping that promise to trust and serve as faithful disciples of 

Jesus Christ? 



That's why I think the song, Day by Day, from Godspell is perfect for us today.  Because imagine if we 

really prayed those three simple things stated in the song.  "Day by day, day by day..  three things I pray.  

To see you more clearly, love you more dearly, follow you more nearly.  Lord, Jesus, to see you more 

clearly, to love you more dearly, to follow you more nearly.  Such simple, such beautiful, words to pray, 

to live by, not only in this holy place, but especially out there, in the world.  So that at the end of every 

day, we can rest in the assurance that we are trying to do doing our best to fulfill our baptismal covenant 

to trust and serve as faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.    

 

But, as you might guess, there's more to it than just that prayer.  C.S. Lewis once said that the Christian 

life is different.  It's both harder and easier.  Christ says – give me your all.  I don't want so much of your 

time, or so much of your money, or so much of your work.  I want you!  All of you!  He said, "Take up 

your cross," and yet the next minute he said, "My yoke is easy and my burden is light."  He means both.  

And this is difficult for us to navigate.  Because, you see, we often disconnect our spiritual life from the 

rest of our life.  We know and say all the right things, but then we don’t always apply them in our daily 

living.  I mean most of us come to church on Sunday mornings and go through our one hour ritual, some 

of us maybe only half listening, maybe mumbling our prayers, maybe stumbling through the hymns, then 

we go home, and we’ve fulfilled our obligation to God.  We’ve satisfied our spiritual life.  But then we 

spend the next 167 hours of the week out there in a topsy-turvy world, out of joint, with so many of us at 

odds with one another.  Then we come back again next Sunday.  Back in church.  The altar is still here in 

the same place, pews still bolted down, God's up there, and we're down here, and especially today our 

mind is, well, elsewhere because we've got to get out early and be ready for the big game at one o'clock.   

 

Let me expand on what’s easy, and what's hard by looking at the lyrics from another Godspell song we 

heard, "You Are the Light of the World."     

 

You are the light of the world! You are the light of the world!  Okay, that should be reasonably easy for 

us as Christians!  That's what we're taught. 

But if that light is under a bushel, well, it's lost something kind of crucial. 

You got to stay bright to be the light of the world. That's hard! To stay bright, especially 167 hours a 

week. 

 

You are the salt of the earth, you are the salt of the earth.  Again, that should be easy. 

But if that salt has lost it's flavor, it ain't got much in its favor. 

You can't have that fault and be the salt of the earth! That's hard! 



You are the city of God. You are the city of God.  Yes, as Christians we represent that city... easy! 

But if that city's on a hill, it's kinda hard to hide it well. 

So you've got to stay pretty to be the city of God.  Hard! 

 

You are the light of the world, you are the light of the world. Again, easy for us Christians. 

But the tallest candlestick, ain't much good without a wick. 

You've got to stay bright to be the light of the world.  Hard? 

 

Do you see what C.S. Lewis meant?  Easy but hard.  Yes, sometimes it is a struggle to fulfill our 

baptismal covenant to live as a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ.  And that’s why every year I make it a 

point to help us remember our baptism.  So that we can once again recommit to seeing Christ more 

clearly, loving him more dearly and following him more nearly.  At baptism we are reminded just who 

and Whose we are.  Consider this - when Jesus was standing at the Jordan River, ready to be baptized, he 

hadn’t “done” anything up to that point.  He had come just to present himself.  And before he had told a 

single parable or taught a lesson, before he touched and healed any broken body, before he performed 

any sort of miracle, God was there, tearing apart the heavens to say, “I love you!  I love you!”  And 

that’s exactly what God does for us at our baptism.  We come to God, like Jesus did then – presenting 

ourselves.  And when that life-giving, renewing water comes upon you, God is saying, “You are my 

child.  I love you.  I will never forsake you or let you go.  No matter what….I love you.  Unconditionally 

and forever.  You are my child.” 

 

Then, after Jesus was baptized, the Bible tells us the Sprit immediately drove him into the wilderness.  

And there in the wilderness, even Jesus himself suffered the trials and temptations of the world.  But 

through it all, he remained strong and faithful, and he came out of the wilderness ready to proclaim the 

good news of God.  Because he knew who and Whose he was.  And sometimes in this life, with all our 

busyness, with all craziness of the culture, with everyone trying to best one another, with all the 

sinfulness, illness, anger, hurt and uncertainty, we, too, feel like we're in the wilderness.  But that's 

exactly when we need to stop and remember our baptism.  Remember who and Whose we are!  Beloved 

sons and daughters of God.   

 

And so listen to those words of John the Baptist, that voice in the wilderness, crying out, “Prepare ye the 

way of the Lord.”  Because that way, his way…is the better way.  Amen.  

 


