
N.T. Wright – author, theologian, retired bishop and now professor at St. Andrews in Scotland.   

“Wherever St. Paul went, there was a riot. Wherever I go, they serve tea.”   

 

O God of love and mercy, God of power and might, we come to quiet ourselves at this time.  To be 

attentive to your presence, to speak to you of the desires of our heart, and to listen for your wisdom, to 

feel your comfort, and to be strengthened to return to life outside these walls.  For Lord, we know that 

living life as a Christian means we are different, or we are supposed to be different than the world around 

us.  Our behavior, our words, our decisions, our motivations, our ethics, should reflect the way of Christ, 

which is often counter cultural.  We are to forgive… in a world that wants payback.  We are to tell the 

truth...in a world that lies, we are to give...in a world that takes, we are to love...in a world that lusts, we 

are to make peace...in a world that fights, we are to serve...in a world that wants to be served, And O 

God, we confess how often we fail to live up to these standards.  We look out for our own interests, we 

become frustrated with people and situations around us, we are impatient with you, and we easily slip 

into the ways of the world.  Forgive us, Lord, and help us to truly live like Christ.  For then, well, we 

might not incite a riot, but we would at least create a buzz, a curiosity.  People might want to know why 

we are so joyful, so at peace, so calm, so trusting, so hopeful.  And so help us to be strong and committed 

and to live our lives more concerned with what you think of us and how we live, than what others think 

of us and how we live.  In that way, may we make people want what we have – you in our lives.   

 

And Lord, we seek to bring you into the lives of others by our prayers.  We pray for all who are in need.  

Today, we lift up those affected by the government shutdown.  Those who have no paycheck coming.  

We pray that both the president and members of congress would put aside political and personal agendas, 

and work together for the good of the people they have pledged to serve.  Lord, your spirit of wisdom, 

justice and compassion is sorely needed in this time and in this place.  There are others we wish to pray 

for.  You have heard those on our prayers of concern list, but there are others… 

 

 

Lord, you have heard the prayers of our hearts, hear now the prayer of your people in one voice, as we 

say the prayer Jesus gave us…. 

 

 


