
“To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible than to be alive without breathing.”  MLKing, Jr. – 

think of him as activist and champion of civil rights – first a Christian, a pastor. Hear his prayers… 

 

Eternal God, out of whose absolute power and infinite intelligence the whole universe has come into 

being, we humbly confess that we have not loved thee with our hearts, souls and minds, and we have not 

loved our neighbors as Christ loved us.  We have all too often lived by our own selfish impulses rather 

than by the life of sacrificial love as revealed by Christ.  We often give in order to receive.  We love our 

friends and hate our enemies.  We go the first mile but dare not travel the second. We forgive but dare 

not forget.  And so as we look within ourselves, we are confronted with the appalling fact that the history 

of our lives is the history of an eternal revolt against you.  But thou, O God, have mercy upon us.  

Forgive us for what we could have been but failed to be.  Give us the intelligence to know your will.  

Give us the courage to do your will.  Give us the devotion to love your will, in the name and sprit of 

Jesus we pray.   

God, we thank you for the inspiration of Jesus. Grant that we will love you with all our hearts, souls, and 

minds, and love our neighbors as we love ourselves, even our enemy neighbors. And we ask you, God, in 

these days of emotional tension, when the problems of the world are gigantic in extent and chaotic in 

detail, to be with us in our going out and our coming in, in our rising up and in our lying down, in our 

moments of joy and in our moments of sorrow, until the day when there shall be no sunset and no dawn.  

 

O Lord, we pray these words for ourselves, as we seek to make a difference in the lives of those around 

us.  We may not have the sphere of influence as Martin Luther King, Jr., but we do have influence in our 

small parts of the world – our families, our workplaces, our social network.  And so give us the courage 

to speak up when called for and to act in a manner which shows that Jesus Christ is Lord of our lives in 

all places and to all people. 

 

And today, Lord, we wish to lift up specific people and situations to you.  You have heard those on our 

prayer list, but there are others.  Hear us now… 

 

Lord, as we close this time of prayer, we offer not only ourselves to the work of your kingdom, but we 

offer our church, and the ways we can bring hope and comfort and love to our community.  So hear us as 

we pray our John Wesley prayer… 

 



Dear Lord, we want John Wesley to be a strong and vital church in our community. And we want to be 

guided by your vision and plan for us.  As we move into the future, please lead us all in our thoughts, our 

discussions, and our decisions. Show us what you would have us do and how you would have us do it. 

And help us always remember that John Wesley is your church, not ours – may your will be done. In 

Christ’s name we pray. Amen 

 

 

 


