
"You cannot repent too soon, because you do not know how soon it may be too late."  Thomas Fuller – 

English churchman and historian 

 

Holy and gracious God, we come here today to worship you, to say we love you, to give you glory for 

being truly awesome and mighty and powerful, and yet also a truly loving God.  We know that nothing is 

hidden from you.  You know us intimately, you know every word on our tongue, you know every 

thought we have, you know every action we take.  And, in reality, that is a relief.  For we don’t have to 

waste energy trying to be someone we aren’t, or to put up a good front.  Instead, we can come honestly 

and openly before you.  And we can seek your forgiveness, and we can repent – we can change.  And 

that’s why we are so grateful for this table we come to today.  Because it signifies for us grace, 

forgiveness, mercy, and new life.   And so, in honestly, we come before you now, bringing our 

confessions before you now, as we pray together…  

 

We know that all we have and all we are is a gift from you, yet we often fail to acknowledge your 

presence and your grace in our lives.  We prefer to take credit for what we do right, to blame others for 

what goes wrong, and to dismiss as insignificant our weaknesses, self-righteousness and pride.  We want 

to be regarded as being strong, rather than relying on your strength.  We want to avoid hardship and trials 

rather than endure the suffering that molds godly character.  We want to be in control rather than yield to 

you.  We ask for your forgiveness.  Grant us your mercy, we pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our 

Savior.  Amen. 

 

Lord, we thank you for your amazing grace that not only forgives us, but seeks to lead us on a better 

path, seeks to conform our wills to yours, and seeks to make us an effective witness for you with our 

friends, our colleagues, our acquaintances.   

 

And Lord, we come today with thoughts of others on our minds.  Those we know who are sick, who are 

going through struggles, who are needing direction, who are needing you as the answer in their lives.  

And we bring them to you trusting in your love for them, and trusting that our prayers really do matter.  

You have heard those we have listed on our prayer list, but there are others, Lord, and so hear us now as 

people in this congregation life aloud the names for whom we ask your blessing… 

 

Lord, we thank you for hearing us, for forgiving us, for loving us. And all the people of God 

said…Amen.  


