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You know, I've been living in Falmouth for almost five years now... and I was driving down that section 

of road between Friendly's and Stop & Shop... and I'm still not sure whether that's Main street, or Davis 

Straits, or Teaticket Highway, or East Falmouth Highway, or just plain old Rt. 28.  Anyway, as I'm 

heading down the road I noticed something about the car coming at me from the opposite direction.  

There was just the slightest indication the car wasn't going exactly straight, instead, it was veering very 

slightly across the center line toward me.  We got to about fifty yards apart, and the driver was making 

no attempt to correct her error and get back into her own lane.  I knew there’d be an accident if I didn’t 

do something, so I moved way over to the right hand curb and was ready to jump the sidewalk.  Her car 

got about half way into my lane when she realized that she wasn't paying attention, saw me, and she 

quickly steered back into her own lane and drove past.  I could see the panic on her face when she 

realized what she had done and how close we were to hitting each other.  Of course there was a cell 

phone in her hand.  Well, a miss is as good as a mile, so they say, but it got me to thinking.  Here we 

are, casually going from here to there, merrily along our way, driving our two or three ton vehicles at 

high speeds, passing each other at forty or fifty miles per hour, or even faster, on roadways where we 

are separated only by a single thin line painted on the pavement.  Just a few inches to either side of us is 

a mass of steel and glass that could hurt, maim, or even kill us.  Yet every day, in most cases, we remain 

alive and safe because we stay in the right lane. 

 

And we do this almost subconsciously, following the rules of the road, driving in the right-hand lane 

and never thinking much about it.  That is, until you watch a television show like The Crown and you 

see the cars with the steering wheels on the right side and people driving on the opposite side of the 

road.  And you might wonder what that would be like.  Or, perhaps you’ve taken a trip to England or 

Ireland and rented a car, and you’re suddenly forced to drive in the left-hand lane.  So you have to 

change your mindset about how you think and act on the road.  Which takes a lot of concentration and 

discipline to change because it's so difficult and different at first.  But, you know what I find really 

interesting?  Some entire countries have actually switched from driving on one side of the road to 

driving on the other side of the road.  Sweden did it in 1967.  They changed from driving in the left lane, 

to driving in the right lane, so they would be like their two neighboring countries, Norway and Finland, 

with whom they share thousands of miles of border, and roads that crisscross between the three.  And 



the island nation of Samoa mandated changing lanes just ten years ago.  Can you imagine what that 

must have been like?  Here you are living your whole life, tooling down highways and byways on the 

right side of the road, like us, but then the government tells you that you now have to begin driving on 

the left side of the road.  Why?  The government wanted Samoa to be like New Zealand and Australia in 

order to encourage the many Samoans working in those countries to ship their used cars back home to 

their relatives.  Because cars are so important to the economy – people can travel farther to find work, 

they go out more, you get the idea.  Now in order to make the transition as safe as possible, the 

government first had to widen some of the busiest roads, obtain new signs, that sort of thing.  Then they 

declared a two day holiday when the change was to occur, to reduce traffic on the road to a minimum.  

Perhaps even more importantly, it banned the sale of alcohol for three days prior to the switch.  On the 

Sunday before the change, the government asked that churches get involved.  So people prayed for the 

driving conversion to go smoothly and offered blessings for all those who would be on the roads the 

next morning.  The switch took place at 6am Monday morning.  At the appointed time the Chief of 

Police went on national radio and told drivers to stop wherever they were and pull over to the side.  A 

few minutes later the Prime Minister got on the airwaves and gave step-by-step instructions as to how to 

switch sides to make the conversion complete.  And so it began, with onlookers lining the streets 

cheering loudly and offering encouragement to those who actually had the fortitude to change lanes and 

think and drive differently.  The miracle of it all is that on day one, not a single accident was reported.  

 

So what does all this have to do with us worshiping here today at John Wesley?  Well, this coming 

Wednesday is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent.  That forty day period before Easter when God 

invites all of us to change by getting into a different lane in our lives, and start thinking and acting 

differently.  You see, that's the point of Lent.  Change.  Change, in the way we think and act.  Change in 

our relationship with others.  Change in our relationship with God.  And change is what today’s 

scripture reading is all about.  Every year, on the Sunday before Lent, all of Christendom reads the story 

of Christ’s transfiguration.  Why?  Well, let’s look at what happens.  We see Jesus go to the 

mountaintop with his disciples, Peter, James and John, who were known as Jesus’ “inner circle.”  The 

description of what happens is dramatic in its brevity.  Jesus changed.  His clothing became dazzlingly, 

brilliantly, white.  His face shone like the sun, and Jesus the man, was transfigured into the likeness of 

God.  Here his disciples were given a glimpse of heaven here on earth.  Because the glory of Christ on 

that mountain gave those disciples a taste of the glory that awaits all of Christ’s disciples.  Remember, 

the foundation of our Christian faith centers on the fact that our salvation is assured by Jesus’ sacrifice 



for us on the cross, the defeat of sin and death through his resurrection, and, for those who seek to live 

like Christ, the promise of life everlasting in the kingdom of heaven.  Our transfiguration from earth to 

heaven.  That’s what Jesus shared on the mountaintop with his disciples, and with us.  Then after the 

Transfiguration, Jesus sets out on his final journey to Jerusalem, and the cross.  And so the season of 

Lent is a time to reflect on his sacrifice, on our sins and transgressions, and the need for us to change 

lanes in our lives so that we not only can catch a glimpse of heaven and eternity, but be assured that we 

will be there as well.    

 

Because we all want to go to heaven, don’t we?  It reminds me of the old joke.  Father Murphy walked 

into a pub and said to the first man he met, “Do you want to go to heaven?”  The man said, “I do, 

Father.”  The priest said, “Well leave this pub right now.”  And the man did.  Then Father Murphy 

approached a second man.  “Do you want to get to heaven?”  “Most certainly Father,” the man replied.  

“Then leave this den of Satan right now,” and the man did.  Father Murphy then walked up to O’Toole, 

who was slightly inebriated and asked, “Do you want to go to heaven?”  O’Toole replied, “No, Father, I 

don't.”  Father Murphy was shocked and looked O’Toole right square in the eye and said, “Do you mean 

to tell me, O'Toole, that when you die you don't want to go to heaven?”  O’Toole looked back 

innocently and said, “Oh, when I die, yes, Father, I do want to go to heaven.  I just thought you were 

getting a group together to go right now.” 

 

O'Toole didn't get it.  And sometimes, neither do we.  For the kingdom of heaven – life forever with 

God, isn’t ours just by getting a group together and taking the “up” escalator.  It’s not ours just by doing 

our thing here on earth until it’s “our time.”  Jesus said, “Not everyone who calls me ‘Lord, Lord,’ will 

enter the kingdom of heaven, but only those who do the will of God.”  He said that at the final 

judgment, some will go into eternal punishment, but “the righteous will go into eternal life.”  And, he 

said, “I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the 

kingdom of heaven.”  There it is, Jesus telling us, “you must change.”  Well, Lent is the time to change 

lanes.  To start thinking and acting differently.  Now we may not want to hear that we need to change – 

it may hurt our feelings or our pride.  But down deep we all know there are areas of our lives that need 

to change.  Are you angry and holding a grudge at someone who hurt you or caused you sorrow?  

Change lanes!  Jesus said, “If you do not forgive others, your heavenly Father will not forgive you.”  

Are you feeling worry, stress and anxiety over illness, work issues, family problems, the United 

Methodist Church?  Change lanes!  Remember, worry is our biggest infidelity to God.  Jesus said, “Do 



not worry about tomorrow.  Seek first the kingdom of God, and you will be given what you need.”  Are 

you the type of person who is prideful, thinks you’re always right, and need to be in control?  Change 

lanes!  Jesus said, “All who exalt themselves will be humbled and those who humble themselves will be 

exalted.”  Are you going along rather complacent and content with your life, thinking you’re good 

enough?  Change lanes!  Jesus said “Strive to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”   

 

You see, our Christian journey of discipleship is one that requires us to continually strive to grow and 

change to become more and more like Jesus Christ.  As St. Paul told the early Christians, “You must 

become mature in the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete standard of Christ.”  Because if we 

strive to be a disciple, then we will share in the abundant life Christ promised.  A life where we live in 

peace and love with one another, where we can trust confidently in the will and way of God, where we 

find comfort regardless of our circumstances, where we can shine light and joy into a world that so 

desperately needs it!  And isn’t a life like that, a glimpse of heaven here on earth?  And so, this Lenten 

season, I encourage you to focus on an area in your life where you need to change lanes.  And ask, pray 

for Christ’s power to let your life be transfigured.  As Rev. William Sloane Coffin said, “In Christianity 

you don't surrender your power to Christ, you receive Christ's power from him.  Christ became like us 

so that we might become like him.  Therefore the miraculous transfiguration of Christ spells the 

transfiguration of all of us.
1
  Amen. 
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