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Our family may be a bit unusual in that we enjoy having good political and religious discussions 

because all of us have ideologies that cross the entire spectrum of opinion.  A few family members were 

strong supporters of Bernie Sanders in the last presidential campaign, others are solid Trump supporters.  

Now we never let our discussions get out of hand, and more often than not, we end up laughing or just 

shaking our heads at the overall hypocrisy and ineptitude of all our purported "leaders," regardless of 

their political affiliations.  And, when it comes to religion, most are solid believers except for one 

unnamed individual.  During a recent discussion this individual described himself as "a good person," 

which he definitely is!  And in his mind, that fact alone is sufficient enough to negate his need to go to 

church, since the whole point of church is to become "good."  In his thinking, there are so many people 

out there doing so many harmful and hateful and sinful things, like the cheating scandal and mosque 

shootings this week, that by comparison, he’s good, so what more is there to do?  Which is what many 

people think.  But remember, Jesus' admonishment to the man who called him good?  He warned, "Why 

do you call me good?"  No one is good, except God alone."   

 

Because, you see, if we go along thinking we’re ‘good enough,’ then we're settling for a sort of spiritual, 

and moral mediocrity that lacks any real depth and therefore really can't satisfy us or give us full inner 

peace.  Worse, we could actually be holding ourselves back from the richer life God wants for us 

because we were made for something more - made for a purpose, to be in relationship with God and 

with each other.  Let me expand.  I don't quote New Testament scholar Marcus Borg very much because 

our theologies differ.  He's far too progressive for me.  But he did say something I found interesting.  He 

said, that while the church in the past has made sin the central issue of the Christian faith, sin is only one 

of the Bible's major metaphors about the human condition.  There are other metaphors.  For example, 

the blind need to be made to see.  The captives need to be freed.  The ill need to be made well.  And, for 

the rest of us, we all need to be transformed into the image of God, our heavenly Father.  And I 

especially like that one, because if we all aspired toward being more like our heavenly Father, so many 

of the issues and sins in this world would just go away. 

 

But the real fact of the matter is that most of us don't work very hard to become like our heavenly 

Father.  We're very comfortable to go through life satisfied that we're good enough.  "I'm nice to my 



family, I treat my kids well, and other people seem to like me for who I am."  So it's very easy to go 

through life with a sense of one's own goodness.  Because the ugly alternative is to think of ourselves as 

sinful.  And that's a guilt trip none of us want to take.  But that's really the purpose for the season of 

Lent.  It's a time where we are supposed to think and reflect and repent on our sins.  Now I know, none 

of us want to think about those sins of commission – those sins we explicitly commit... like pridefulness, 

envy, maybe gossiping too much, being manipulating, judgmental, inflexible, indifferent, prejudice, 

cursing, greedy... I could go on, but you get the idea.  Perhaps that's why mainline churches don't talk 

about sin so much anymore.  But it is Lent, when we work at "changing lanes" and "making the right 

choices" so that we do conform to God's image.  And as we strive toward that, the Bible tells us we can 

be assured of God's grace and forgiveness and everlasting love.   

 

Now in thinking about our sins and how to become more like God, there's another element of sin that is 

equally important, but one we don't often think of as wrong.  And that is our sins of omission. Omission.  

Those sins we commit by not doing something we should be doing.  Now these are much easier for all 

of us to live with because they're not as obvious to other people, and are easy to excuse, at least in our 

own minds.  But that's where today's scripture comes into play.  So let's look again at this important 

parable a little deeper.  A wealthy master, referred to as "Lord" by his servants, is our Lord Jesus Christ.  

The journey into the far country refers to his departure into heaven.  The servants are his disciples, you 

and me, to which he has dispensed talents, or gifts.  These gifts are to be used as opportunities for 

service, to help others, to bear fruit and to make more disciples.  And what happens when the man 

returns describes what can be expected on our day of judgment.  The first two servants do well with 

their gifts and are praised and rewarded accordingly.  But the third servant fails miserably.  Why?  

Because he does nothing with his talent.  Nothing.  And to make matters worse, in verse twenty-five we 

hear Jesus call the man "wicked."  That's an unusually harsh term Jesus uses.  We're used to perhaps 

hearing him call us foolish, or maybe sometimes faithless, or a hypocrite, or a fox or viper, or even a 

white-washed tomb if we really foul up.  But wicked?  That's harsh indeed to hear from our Lord.  Why 

does he say it?   

 

Well, because doing nothing is what Jesus tells us time and time and time again to guard against.  

Remember the parable of the rich man and Lazarus, from St. Luke’s Gospel (chapter 16:19-31).  

Lazarus sat outside the gate of the rich man covered in sores, begging for food.  The rich man walked 

past Lazarus every day as he went in and out of his fine house, yet did nothing for him.  Both men died, 



and at the final judgment, Lazarus ended up in heaven, but the rich man in Hades.  Why?  Because of 

his sin of omission.  Remember the parable of the Good Samaritan, again from St. Luke’s Gospel, 

(chapter 10:25-37).  Two men walked by a man left half dead in the ditch by the side of the road, and 

they ignored him and did nothing for him.  And in telling us that, Jesus exposes them as heartless and 

compassionless. Why?  Because of their sin of omission.  How about the parable of the sheep and goats, 

from St. Matthew's Gospel (chapter 25:31-46).  It's all about the sin of omission.  Jesus said, "I was 

hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and 

you did not welcome me in, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not 

visit me."   The people replied, "When Jesus, when did we do that to you?"  Jesus' answered, "When you 

did nothing for the least of my children."  What we are being cautioned against in all these stories is that 

it is wicked not to work in the service of the Lord.  It is wicked not to care.  It is wicked not to see or 

hear cries for help.  It is wicked not to love. In fact, these days especially, that one needs to be repeated.  

It is wicked not to love!  Yes, it is wicked not to do what we should.  The apostle James reinforces this 

by saying, “So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin.” Whew!     

 

Now there is one more takeaway all us "good" people need to hear from this parable.  That's the 

symbolism behind why the one talent is taken away from the third servant.  Because, you see, doing 

nothing really means losing everything.  As I said before, we were created to be in relationship with 

God and with each other.  And we lose that, we've lost everything.  That's why it's so important that we 

pay attention to what we're not doing.  To pay attention to what we're not doing. 

 

And to be honest, it’s really not that hard, even for just ordinary people like you and me.  It’s just a 

matter of looking beyond yourself, to others.  That’s the right thing to do.  And I'm willing to bet every 

one of us here at John Wesley knows that.  It doesn't take immense effort or an inordinate amount of 

time, and you don't have to spend any money to do it.  You can be, well, as the video I'm about to show 

you depicts, just an ordinary good person who wants to do something.  Let's watch, My Dad Was... Just 

A Barber.   https://vimeo.com/103721813 

 

You know, I especially liked the last thing the narrator said.  "I want to be like him."  Remember earlier 

I mentioned how we need to be transformed into that image of our heavenly Father?  Well, what better 

way than by using your talents of love and compassion and goodness that God gave you when he 

created you, to become more like HIM.  Amen. 


