
Father Mike Schmitz – Director of youth and young adult ministry for Diocese of Duluth.  “Seek a 

relationship when you pray, not answers.  You won’t always find answers, but you will always find 

Jesus.”   

 

O loving Lord, as we prepare to enter another week, we come first to you.  To help put us in the right 

frame of mind to face a sometimes uncertain and difficult world.  To find comfort and peace in the midst 

of the pressures and worries in our lives.  To be reminded that we are loved by the God of the universe, 

and that nothing can ever separate us from your love.  And yes, Lord, we confess that sometimes we do 

come to you in prayer looking for answers.  When what we really need is Jesus.  The one who said, “I 

am the way and the truth and the life.”  For that is what we really want – to know the way, to know the 

truth and to know the life that you have intended for us.  Yes, Lord we want to know Jesus.  For it is in 

knowing him, that we learn what true life is all about.  We learn to forgive, and we experience a 

profound sense of peace in our soul.  We learn to show compassion, and we experience the joy of 

making a difference in the life of someone else.  We learn generosity, and we experience the release of 

not being held back by our money or possessions.  We learn to love, and we experience a blessedness 

that comes not only from others, but most of all from you.  And we learn to pray, and we find you.  

Thank you, Lord.  May we be continually committed to living our Christian faith every day, in every 

way we can, to every person we can. 

 

Which brings us to praying for the people and situations that we can.  Lord, we continue to pray for the 

anger and divisiveness not only in our country, but even in our community.  Where a man can’t wear the 

hat he wants to wear without assault.  Where people can’t exercise their freedom of speech and the right 

to protest without snow and ice being sprayed on them.  Forgive us O God.  And may we, this church, 

the Body of Christ find ways to reach those who do not know you, who do not understand the need, the 

value of patience, tolerance, compassion.  Which leads us to pray for our own denomination.  We pray    

Lord, for the discussions at General Conference.  May the delegates listen to each other and most of all, 

listen to you.  May their hearts be opened to be gracious, to be changed, to be led to guide us into a future 

of hope and commitment to focusing our energies on spreading the love and good news of Jesus Christ in 

a world so desperately in need of love.  Lord, there are others we wish to pray for… 

 

Jesus, you told your disciples, “You now will be my witnesses… in Jerusalem, Judea, Falmouth, 

Mashpee and more.”  And we want to be people and a church that is your Body of Christ in our world, 

and so together we pray.. 



Dear Lord, we want John Wesley to be a strong and vital church in our community. And we want to be 

guided by your vision and plan for us.  As we move into the future, please lead us all in our thoughts, our 

discussions, and our decisions. Show us what you would have us do and how you would have us do it. 

And help us always remember that John Wesley is your church, not ours – may your will be done. In 

Christ’s name we pray. Amen 

 

 

 

 


