
Christian music artist, Morgan Harper Nichols: “The beautiful thing about God is that even though we 

cannot fully comprehend his love, His love fully comprehends us.”   

 

Living, Loving, Ever present God, we are grateful to be here this morning.  And we are grateful for your 

love that does comprehend us, and does fully loves us no matter our race, our color, our sexual 

orientation, our economic level.  We are thankful that you don’t consider our looks, our level of 

intelligence, our bank accounts, our job position, our place in society.  You just love us because we are 

yours.  Created in your image, though we confess that sometimes we do not live into that image very 

well.  And yet, you promise us that when we confess our sins and shortcomings, you pour out on us your 

complete forgiveness – that puts our past behind us and never again reminds us of our failures.  You put 

within us a peace that passes understanding, a peace that transcends the ups and downs of daily living.  

You offer us a joy that is not dependent on what happens or doesn't happen to us, it is dependent only on 

trusting in your presence and guidance in our lives.  Lord, we long for meaning and a purpose to life that 

goes beyond just getting through the day, hoping to find some happiness along the way.  And only you 

can lead each of us there.  For you, Lord, know those places deep within us that no one else knows.  

Sometimes our loved ones misunderstand us, sometimes we can’t really reveal our true selves to our 

friends, and sometimes we don’t even want to face ourselves in the mirror.  But when we pause in your 

presence, we realize that it is good to be known by you.  For you know us anyway.  You know our 

thoughts and actions.  And so with that realization, we ask for your help and power and grace, especially 

during this Lenten season to help make us into the people you want us to be.   

 

And Lord, you have told us to love our neighbors as we love ourselves, and so we pray for our neighbors.  We 

pray for Muslim neighbors, in the wake of the mosque attacks in New Zealand.  We grieve that their lives are 

forever changed because of hatred, ignorance and violence.  May you comfort them in their pain, and may we, as 

fellow human beings be diligent to pray and set an example for understanding, tolerance and love that is the kind 

of love you have for all your children.  We pray for our country and society, as we have witnessed this week 

another scandal involving fraud, bribery, the desire for prestige, power and status at any cost.  Forgive us O God, 

for idolizing the gods of this world, rather than worshipping you, the true God who promises us life abundant.  

Lord, there are others on our hearts and minds.  Hear us now as this congregation lifts aloud names for whom we 

ask your blessing. 

 

O Lord in our desire to pray meaningfully and purposefully, we off to you now the prayer Jesus taught us, saying 

 

 


