
I want to share with you some thoughts about the decision made by the United Methodist General 

Conference to move forward with what is called the Traditional Plan which upholds and even 

strengthens the denomination’s current position that homosexuality is incompatible with Christian 

teaching and does not allow for our LGBTQ brothers and sisters to be ordained or marry one another.   

 

I'll start with the most important.  And that is, that this local church - John Wesley United Methodist 

Church will be the same church you have been coming to for as long as I've been here, and as long as I 

remain here.  What we are doing now, we will continue to do - worship together, fellowship together, 

learn together, and especially love God, love others and serve the world together.  So please don't worry, 

don't get upset, don't think that things are now different or that our church is going to change.   

 

Certainly there are unknowns right now about what will happen next as far as the United Methodist 

denomination.  It’s complex, but there are issues concerning the Traditional Plan, and its legality.  The 

Plan has to go before a Judicial Council April 23-25, and more will be known then.  I will keep you 

informed as I learn anything new, and as I said in my all church email, I am available to talk to anyone 

about this.  You can see me after church today and we’ll set up a time.  

 

There also will be a district meeting on Thursday, March 7th at the Wesley United Methodist Church in 

Lincoln, RI from 6:00 - 8:00 pm, in which people will be given the opportunity to be in discussion and 

air their thoughts.  I can provide you more information around that as well.   

 

In the meantime, let us acknowledge that for many there is hurt and pain, and for others there is joy and 

relief at the decision that was made.  And so, as we continue to be the Body of Christ together, let us not 

allow our differences to divide us, but to make love unite us.  Remember Jesus said, "Love one 

another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my 

disciples, if you love one another.” 

 

Let me close with a prayer Bishop Devadhar asked that all churches pray: 

God, remind us again today that you are Love; that Loving is always expressed in action not beliefs. 

Remind us again today that your love is made visible in creation, in Jesus, in the Church, the body of 

Christ. 

Remind us again today that it is through love, not right vs wrong, not good vs evil, that we are saved. 

Remind us again today that you gather us all, love us all, sanctify us all, call us all, to be one — in 

Christ, with each other, in ministry to all the world.  Amen. 


