
Easter Prayer 2019 

 “If Jesus really rose from the dead, then you have to accept all that he said; if he didn't rise from the 

dead, then why worry about any of what he said? The issue on which everything hangs is not whether 

or not you like his teaching but whether or not he rose from the dead."  Tim Keller 

 

      Living, Loving, Eternal God, thank you for this day and all that it means for our lives both here and 

now and for eternity.  Lord, sometimes it’s hard for us to believe that Jesus really did rise from the 

grave, come back to life and walk and talk and eat with his disciples.  And yet, we know there is a 

mystery to the resurrection that we cannot fully understand.  For the whole course of human history 

changed with this event.  And we are awed to be part of the celebration today.  Because we need the 

Easter message. We need to know that love and justice, good and right, do ultimately win out over 

hatred, evil, violence and even death.  Sometimes, when we look around, it is hard for us to believe 

this when we turn on the news even again this morning, and see more violence and killing, more 

abuse, more rhetoric, tensions, and overall bad news.  And yet, help us to remember that we 

sometimes live in that in between time – the Holy Saturday time when there was sadness, 

confusion, uncertainty, fearfulness all around.  People not knowing that you were about to do 

something so wonderful, so incredible, so powerful – that Christ would be resurrected to new life.  

And it is that resurrection power that draws us here, for we too want new life.  We want to know 

that our lives matter, that we have ultimate purpose beyond how we perform or what we earn.  

We want to encounter you in prayer, and to know that our prayers make a difference.  We want 

the courage to respond to you in faith and to trust that when we do, transformation in ourselves 

and the world is possible.  And so we pray that your Spirit would work in and through us just as it 

worked in and through a group of frightened, disbelieving followers to change their doubt to faith 

and their fear to boldness. May our encounter with you today be no less startling, no less joyful so 

that we, like the disciples, may live in such a way that we proclaim a risen Savior to all the world. 

       Lord, we pray for those who need your resurrection power in their lives.  Those who are sick, 

depressed, frightened, alone, who have suffered tragedy, who wonder where their life is going.  

May your Spirit be at work bringing comfort, bringing peace, bringing justice. Lord, you have 

heard those on our prayer list… here are others 

       O Lord, as we continue in our worship, we offer you the joyful sounds of our music and the 

words of our songs and prayers offered to your glory, as we stand together and sing the prayer 

that Jesus taught us. 

 


