
DRAMATIC READING OF THE PASSION 

Sunday, April 14, 2019 

Welcome & Announcements 

 

Rebecca intro:  The Gospel of Luke tells us, “As the time drew near for him to ascend to heaven, 

Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem.”  He knows what is coming.  His disciple Matthew tells us that 

just days before entering Jerusalem, “Jesus took the twelve disciples aside privately and told them what 

was going to happen to him.  ‘Listen,’ he said, ‘we’re going up to Jerusalem, where the Son of 

Man will be betrayed to the leading priests and the teachers of religious law. They will sentence him to 

die. Then they will hand him over to the Romans to be mocked, flogged with a whip, and crucified. But 

on the third day he will be raised from the dead.’”  This is the story of Jesus’ last week on earth, a story 

often referred to as the Passion of Christ.  The word, “passion” does not refer to emotions, but rather 

“passion” comes from a Latin word which means suffering.  And today, we will go from the 

celebration of the crowds on Sunday, to the condemnation by the crowds on Friday, to the suffering 

and death of Jesus Christ our Lord.  (Extinguish the final Lenten candle) 

 

Narrator:  As our story begins, it is Passover, one of the largest Jewish festivals of the year, and 

thousands of Jews from all over the country have flocked to Jerusalem to celebrate, including Jesus and 

his disciples who had walked the ninety miles from Galilee.  Passover was a time of great joy –  

retelling the story of how God saved their Jewish ancestors by bringing them out of slavery in Egypt, as 

well as anticipating the time when God would send the promised Messiah to save them as well.  But 

they were not looking for someone to save them from their sins, they were looking for a 

religious/political/military hero who would save them from the oppressive Roman government and lead 

them to freedom.  And many in Jerusalem were convinced Jesus was the one to lead them into battle 

and bring them to victory.  So there is excitement in the air as people anticipate Jesus’ arrival.  A short 

distance away, Jesus and his disciples stand atop the Mount of Olives overlooking the city.  He knows 

that by the end of the week, he will die.  But he also knows the crowd is waiting for him, and he could 

hear the crowds already singing. 

 

Hymn: All Glory, Laud and Honor   280.  Choir goes to altar and children begin to process in with 

palms. Congregation then stands on verse two.   
 

Narrator:  The Jews expected to welcome their Messiah as described by the Old Testament prophecy 

of Zachariah, “Rejoice Jerusalem!  Your king comes to you.  Triumphant and victorious is he, humble 

and riding on a donkey.”   So Jesus said to Peter and John: 
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Jesus:  Go into the village.  As soon as you enter it, you will see a young donkey tied there that no one 

has ever ridden.  Untie it and bring it here.  If anyone asks, ‘What are you doing?’ just say, The Lord 

needs it and will return it soon.”  

 

Narrator:  They left and found the donkey standing along the street. They brought it to Jesus and threw 

their cloaks over it, and he sat on it. Many in the crowd spread their cloaks on the road ahead of him.  

Others took leafy palm branches, which were a sign of victory, and waved them in the air and spread 

them on the road.  As he entered Jerusalem, all of his followers began to shout and sing as they walked 

along, praising God, saying, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!  Glory in the highest 

heaven!  Hosanna to the Son of David!  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!”   

              

Choir:    Lift High the Palms 

 

(Judas stands center aisle, close to the front; Caiaphas stands at far right side, Peter sitting front 

pew close to center aisle) 

 

Narrator:  The thrill of Jesus’ triumphal entrance didn’t last long.  Over the next few days, tension 

began to build, as Jesus challenged the Jewish authorities.  He overturned the tables of the 

unscrupulous merchants selling their wares inside the holy temple.  He exposed the hypocrisy of the 

religious leaders, condemning their practices, threatening their authority and way of life.  So the chief 

priests met at the residence of Caiaphas, the high priest, plotting how to put Jesus to death.  They 

would send their temple guards to capture and arrest Jesus, but they would need someone to help them 

in this plot.  Judas Iscariot, one of Jesus’ twelve disciples, felt that if Jesus could only be coerced to 

meet with the religious leaders, they might come to an agreement and together fight their real enemy, 

Rome.  So Judas went to the religious leaders and asked them, 

 

Judas:  How much will you pay me to help you find Jesus? 

 

Caiaphas: We will give you thirty pieces of silver.  (Give to Judas, then Caiaphas sits down) 

 

Narrator:  From that time on, Judas began looking for an opportunity to betray Jesus.  (Judas moves 

to front of altar, facing Jesus.  Peter stands.)  The Festival of Passover began on Thursday of that 

week, when Jews worshipped, feasted and gave thanks for their escape from Egypt and their freedom 

from slavery.  So the disciples went to Jesus and asked, 

 

Peter:  “Where do you want us to prepare our Passover meal?”  
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Jesus:  As you go into the city, a man carrying a pitcher of water will meet you.  Follow him.  He will 

take you upstairs to a large room.  That is where you should prepare our meal. (Peter and Judas move 

Communion table to front center, then sit in front pew – narrator side) 

 

Narrator:  The disciples went and found everything just as Jesus had said, and they prepared the 

Passover meal.  As they were sitting, Jesus got up from the table, wrapped a towel around his waist and 

poured water into a basin.  It was a servant’s job to wash the feet of those who came to dine, cleansing 

them of the dust and grime from the dirt roads they walked.  But on this night, Jesus knelt and washed 

the disciples’ feet, and he said,  

 

Jesus: You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and you are right because that is what I am.  And since I, 

your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash each other’s feet.  I have given 

you an example to follow.  Do as I have done to you.”  (Jesus moves to Communion table)   

 

Narrator:  As they were eating together, Jesus shocked them all by saying,  

 

Jesus:  I tell you the truth, one of you here will betray me.”   

 

Narrator:  Greatly distressed, each one asked in turn, 

 

Peter: (stands)  “Am I the one?”   

 

Jesus:  It is one of you twelve who is eating at this table with me.  For the Son of Man must die, as the 

Scriptures declared.  But how terrible it will be for the one who betrays him.  It would be better for that 

man if he had never been born! 

 

Narrator: (Judas stands)  Then Judas, suspecting that Jesus knew all things, tested him, 

 

Judas:  Rabbi, am I the one? 

 

Jesus:  You have said it.  (Judas sits back down, Jesus goes down to the Communion table)  I have 

eagerly desired to eat this Passover meal with you before I suffer.  For this is a new covenant sealed by 

my body and blood.  Thank you O, God, for the gift of this bread, bless it and those who eat it.  Take 

and eat, for this is my body which is given for you.  And as often as you eat this meal, remember me.  

Thank you O, God for this gift of wine, and bless it and those who drink it.   Drink from this, all of you. 

This is my blood that will be poured out for you, as a sacrifice for the forgiveness of your sins.  Drink it  



             Pg. 4 

in remembrance of me and my sacrifice for you.  (And now may the Holy Spirit be upon you and upon 

these gifts of bread and wine so that by eating and drinking of this body, you may be strengthen and 

renewed to live as Christ’s modern disciples in the world.  Come, all who want to follow Christ, let us 

share his meal together.) 

 

Holy Communion  

 

(Peter and Judas take Communion table back.  Peter sits on right side front pew, near center 

aisle; Pilate sits on right side 2
nd

 pew near wall; Judas sits in left side front row near center aisle, 

Jesus to pulpit) 

 

Narrator:  After the meal was over, which was around 11pm, they sang a hymn. 

 

Hymn: Take Our Bread  640 

 

Narrator: Then they left the upper room and went about a half a mile outside Jerusalem to the Mount 

of Olives, where Jesus often went to pray.  On the way, he said to them: 

 

Jesus:  Tonight, all of you will desert me.  For the Scriptures say, ‘God will strike the Shepherd, and 

the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’  But after I have been raised from the dead, I will go ahead of 

you to Galilee and meet you there.  (Peter stands front center aisle.) 

 

Peter:  Even if everyone else deserts you, I will never desert you. 

 

Jesus:  I tell you the truth, Peter – this very night, before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me 

three times.  You will tell people that you do not even know me.   

 

Peter:  No!  Even if I have to die with you, I will never deny you.   

 

Narrator:  And all the others vowed the same.  (Peter sits down.)  When they got to the olive grove 

called Gethsemane, Jesus took Peter, James and John with him.  Because he knew the time of his 

suffering and death was near, Jesus became very troubled and grieved deeply.  Turning to his disciples, 

he said,   

 

Jesus:  My soul is crushed with grief to the point of death.  Please stay here and keep watch with me.   

 

Narrator:  He went on a little farther and fell to the ground, praying to God in anguish.  
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Jesus:  Abba, Father, please take this cup of suffering away from me.  Yet I want your will to be done, 

not mine.    

 

Narrator:  Then he went back to his disciples, those he had asked to stay awake with him, but found 

they were sleeping.  In sorrow, Jesus asked,   

 

Jesus:  Could you not watch with me even one hour?  Keep watch now and pray so that you will not 

give in to temptation. For the spirit is willing, but the body is weak. 

  

Narrator:  He then left them a second time.  He prayed more fervently, and he was in such agony of 

spirit that his sweat fell to the ground like great drops of blood.  Again he prayed, pleading with God, 

 

Jesus:  Father, please, please, take this cup from me.  But if this cup cannot be taken away and I must 

drink it, then your will, not mine be done.   

 

Narrator:  When he returned to them, he found them sleeping once again. Jesus, left alone in anguish 

went to pray a third time. When he came back, he said,  

 

Jesus:  The time has come.  Get up, let’s be going.  Look, my betrayer is here.  

 

Narrator:  Immediately, as Jesus said this, Judas arrived with a crowd of temple guards armed with 

swords and clubs. Judas had given them a prearranged signal:   

 

Judas: (Judas stands, then moves toward Jesus) You will know which one to arrest when I greet him 

with a kiss. 

 

Narrator:  He went straight to Jesus and greeted Him. 

 

Judas:  Greetings, Rabbi! 

 

Jesus:  Judas, would you betray the Son of Man with a kiss? 

 

Narrator:  When the other disciples saw what was about to happen, they exclaimed, 

 

Peter:  (stands) “Lord, should we fight?”  

 

Narrator:  And Peter took his sword and struck Malchus, the slave of the high priest, slashing off his 

right ear.  But Jesus immediately went to the man and touched his ear and healed him.   
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Jesus:  No more of this.  Peter put away your sword.  Don’t you realize I could ask my Father for 

thousands of angels to protect us and he would send them instantly?  And you, temple guards, why 

didn’t you arrest me while I was in the temple?  I was there teaching every day.  But this is your 

moment.  It is the time when the power of darkness reigns.  

Narrator:  As he was bound and led away, all his disciples, his closest friends, deserted him and fled.  

(Peter and Judas to back of sanctuary)  The guards led Jesus to the home of Caiaphas, the high 

priest, where members of the Jewish religious council had gathered.  (Caiaphas moves to middle 

front)  Meanwhile, Peter followed them at a distance and waited in the courtyard to see what would 

happen.  Inside, the entire high council was trying to find witnesses who would lie about Jesus, so they 

could put him to death.  Finally someone came forward who declared, 

 

Crowd:  (Pointing to Jesus ) This man said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and rebuild it in 

three days.’ 

 

Narrator:   Caiaphas said to Jesus, 

  

Caiaphas:   Well, aren’t you going to answer this charge?  What do you have to say for yourself? 

 

Narrator:  But Jesus remained silent.  

 

Caiaphas:  I demand in the name of the living God, tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of God.   

 

Narrator: There was tension in the room as everyone awaited Jesus’ answer. 

 

Jesus:  You have said it.  And in the future you will see the Son of Man seated in the place of power at 

God’s right hand and coming on the clouds of heaven.   

 

Narrator:  Then the high priest tore his clothing to show his anger and said,  
 

 

Caiaphas:  Blasphemy!  Why do we need other witnesses?  You have all heard his blasphemy.  What is 

your verdict?   

 

Crowd:  Guilty!  He deserves to die!  (Caiaphas sits) 

 

Narrator:  Then they began to spit in Jesus’ face and they blindfolded him and the beat him.  And some 

slapped him, jeering,  
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Crowd:  “Prophesy to us, you Messiah.  Who hit you that time?”    

 

Narrator: (Narrator pauses while Peter begins to walk up to front right aisle.)  Meanwhile, Peter 

was sitting outside in the courtyard, when a servant girl came over and said to him,   

 

Crowd:  You were one of those with Jesus the Galilean. 

 

Peter:  I don’t know what you’re talking about. 

     

Narrator:  Later, out by the gate, another person noticed Peter and said to those standing around,  

 

Crowd:  This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.   

 

Peter:  I don’t know the man. 

 

Narrator:  A little later some of the other bystanders came over to Peter and said,  

 

Crowd:  You must be one of them; we can tell by your Galilean accent.  

 

Peter:   A curse on me, if I’m lying.  I tell you, I don’t know the man! (Sound of a rooster crowing)   

 

Narrator: Jesus’ words flashed through Peter’s mind.   

 

Jesus:  Before the rooster crows twice, you will deny three times that you even know me.   

 

Narrator:  And Peter went away weeping bitterly.  (Peter moves down right side aisle to back of 

sanctuary.  Narrator pauses.  Judas walks up middle center aisle to face Caiaphas.  Caiaphas 

stands.)   Then, when Judas who had betrayed him, realized that Jesus had been condemned to die, he 

was filled with remorse.  So he took the thirty pieces of silver back to the leading priests and the elders. 

 

Judas:  I’ve sinned.  I’ve betrayed an innocent man.  I don’t want your blood money. 

 

Caiaphas:  What do we care?  That’s your problem! 

 

Narrator:  Then Judas threw the silver coins down in the temple and went out and hung himself. 

(Judas throws down the coins and moves to back of sanctuary.) The high priest picked up the coins. 

(Caiaphas pick up coins.) 

             

Caiaphas:  It wouldn’t be right to put this money in the temple treasury since it was payment for 

murder.   
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Narrator:  They finally decided to buy the potter’s field and they made it into a cemetery for 

foreigners.  That is why the field is still called the Field of Blood.  (Pilate moves to front, Caiaphas 

remains standing)  At 7:00 on Friday morning, the religious authorities met again to lay plans to put 

Jesus to death.  Thy bound him, and took him to Pilate, the Roman governor, for only the Romans had 

the power to execute someone.  If Jesus claimed to be the Messiah, a king, it could be construed that 

Jesus wanted to start an insurrection.  And that was punishable by crucifixion. 

 

Caiaphas:  This man has been leading our people astray by claiming he is the messiah, a king. 

 

Narrator:  So Pilate asked Jesus,  

 

Pilate:  Are you the ‘King of the Jews’?  

 

Narrator: Jesus looked up at Pilate and in his weakened state, answered. 

 

Jesus:  You say that I am. 

 

Narrator:  Then the leading priests kept accusing him of many crimes, and Pilate asked him,  

 

Pilate:  Aren’t you going to answer them?  What about all these charges they are bringing against you? 

 

Narrator: But Jesus said nothing, much to Pilates’ surprise.  So Pilate turned to Caiaphas, 

 

Pilate: I find nothing wrong here.  He seems harmless enough to me. 

 

Caiaphas:  But he is causing riots by his teaching, wherever he goes.   

 

Narrator:  Now it was the governor’s custom each year during the Passover celebration to release one 

prisoner – anyone the people requested.  Pilate felt Jesus was innocent, and wanted to let him go, so he 

offered the people a choice.  One of the prisoners in custody at that time was Barabbas, a revolutionary 

who had committed murder.  With the crowd before him, Pilate said,  

 

Pilate:  Which one do you want me to release to you – Barabbas or Jesus who is called the King of the 

Jews?  

 

Narrator:  Just then, as Pilate was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent him this message: “Leave 

that innocent man alone.  I suffered through a terrible nightmare about him last night.  Have nothing to 

do with his death.  Leave him alone.”  But Pilate again asked the crowd, 
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Pilate:  Which of the two do you want me to release to you? 

 

Crowd: Barabbas! 

  

Pilate: Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?  

 

Crowd:  Crucify him! 

 

Pilate:  Why?  What crime has he committed? 

 

Narrator: But the mob roared even louder.  

 

Crowd:  Crucify him!  Crucify him! 

 

Narrator:  Pilate saw that he wasn’t getting anywhere and that a riot was developing.  So he sent for a 

bowl of water and washed his hands before the crowd, (Pilate washes hands) saying,   

 

Pilate:  I am innocent of this man’s blood.  The responsibility is yours alone!  (Pilate sits down) 

 

Narrator:  So Pilate released Barabbas, and had Jesus flogged.  It was the Roman custom to strip a 

prisoner of his clothes and flog him thirty-nine times using a leather whip braided with sharp pieces of 

glass and metal designed to tear apart the skin and inflict great physical pain.  When the soldiers were 

finished, they wove branches with large thorns into a crown and stuck it on his head, threw a purple 

robe on him, and placed a stick in his right hand as a scepter.  They spit on him, then knelt before him 

in mockery and taunted,  

 

Crowd: “Hail! King of the Jews!”   

 

Narrator: Though beaten and humiliated, Jesus accepted his fate.  He never said a word to his 

tormentors.  This was to fulfill the prophecy by Isaiah, “He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not 

open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he 

did not open his mouth.”   

  

Solo:  Tom Hoke – He Never Said a Mumblin’ Word 
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Narrator:  It was now about 9:00 in the morning and they finally led him away to be crucified.  Jesus 

was forced to carry the crossbeam of the cross, weighing close to one hundred pounds.  Having just 

endured such torture, he began to stumble and struggle as he climbed the hill to his death.  Soldiers 

forced a man named Simon, from the city of Cyrene in Africa to carry Jesus’ cross.  And they went to a 

place called Golgotha, which means “place of the Skull.”  They nailed his hands and his feet to the 

cross, and lifted it up.  A sign was fastened on the cross above Jesus’ head, announcing the charge 

again him, “This is Jesus, King of the Jews.”  The people watching shouted abuse at Jesus and mocked 

him.  

 

Crowd:  Look at you now.  If you are the Son of God, save yourself and come down from the cross! 

 

Narrator:  The leading priests and elders also mocked Jesus.   

 

Caiaphas:  (standing) He saved others, but he can’t save himself.  So he’s the King of Israel, is he?  

Let him come down from the cross right now and we will believe in him.  He trusted God, so let God 

rescue him now if he wants him!  (sits down) 

 

Narrator: As Jesus hung there, he looked down at the soldiers gambling for his few pieces of clothing, 

at the priests mocking him in disgust, at the crowds hurling insults at him, and he said, 

 

Jesus:  Father, forgive them for they don’t know what they are doing. 

 

Narrator:  Two criminals were crucified with Jesus, one on his right and one on his left. One of the 

criminals beside Jesus mocked him along with the crowd.  But the other criminal said, 

 

Criminal:  “We deserve to die for our crimes, but this man hasn’t done anything wrong.  Jesus, 

remember me when you come into your kingdom.”  

 

Jesus: I assure you, today you will be with me in paradise. 

 

Narrator:  Standing near the cross were Jesus’ mother, and his mother’s sister, and Mary the wife of 

Clopas and Mary Magdalene.  When Jesus saw his mother standing there beside John, his disciple, he 

said to her, 

  

Jesus: “Woman, here is your son.”   
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Narrator: Then to John,  

 

Jesus:  “Here is your mother.”   

 

Narrator:  And from then on, John took Mary into his home.  At noon on that Friday, darkness fell 

across the whole land until three o’clock.  And then Jesus called out with a loud voice,  

 

Jesus:  My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 

 

Narrator:  Some of the bystanders thought he was calling for the prophet Elijah.  But the rest said,  

 

Crowd:  “Let’s just see whether Elijah comes to save him.”  

 

Narrator:  Jesus, weak and dehydrated, said,     

 

Jesus: I’m thirsty. 

 

Narrator:  A jar of sour wine was sitting there, so they soaked a sponge in it, and held it up to his lips.  

When he had tasted it, he said,  

 

Jesus: It is finished.   

 

Narrator: (Pause)  And suddenly, the great curtain in the sanctuary of the temple, that which separates 

the people from the holy altar of God, was torn down the middle.  God would be separated from His 

people no more.  Then, after six hours of hanging on the cross, the life slowly draining from him, Jesus 

cried out,  

 

Jesus: Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.  (Jesus sits down) 

 

Narrator:  (Long Pause)  And with those words he breathed his last, and died.  The earth shook and 

rocks split apart.  The Roman officer and the other soldiers who were at the crucifixion were terrified 

by the earthquake and all that had happened.  They said,  

 

Crowd:  “This man truly was the Son of God!” (Narrator sits down.) 

 

Hymn: “O Love Divine, What Hast Thou Done”  Pg. 287  

(Narrator gets up, Pilate and Caiaphas stand) 
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Narrator:  Now there was a good and righteous man named Joseph from the town of Arimathea in 

Judea who had become a follower of Jesus.  He went to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body.  Then he took 

the body down from the cross and wrapped it in a long sheet of linen cloth and laid it in a new tomb 

that had been carved out of rock.  Then he rolled a great stone across the entrance and left.  The next 

day, the leading priests and Pharisees went to see Pilate.   

 

Caiaphas:  Sir, we remember what that liar, Jesus, once said while he was still alive.  ‘After three days 

I will rise from the dead.’ So we request that you seal the tomb until the third day.  This will prevent 

his disciples from coming and stealing his body and then telling everyone he was raised from the dead.  

If that happens, we’ll be worse off than at first. 

 

Pilate:  You have your own temple guards.  Use them and secure it the best you can. 

 

Narrator:  So they sealed the tomb and posted guards to protect it.  Mary Magdalene and the other 

Mary and women who had followed him, saw the tomb where his body was placed.  Then they went 

home and prepared spices and ointments to anoint his body.  But by the time they were finished the 

Sabbath had begun, so they rested as required by the law, planning to return on Sunday.  

 

Hymn: O How He Loves You and Me  TFWS  2108 

 

  

 

 

 

 


