
C.S. Lewis “To be a Christian means to forgive the inexcusable in another because God has forgiven the 

inexcusable in you.”   

 

O Loving, forgiving, gracious God, in this season of Lent, when we have been challenged to look deep 

within ourselves, we are humbled and grateful for your amazing grace.  For your forgiveness and mercy 

that gives us another chance, that reminds us we are loved, always and without condition, and that 

compels us to strive to do better, to be better.  For Lord, we never want to take your grace for granted.  

We never want to take Christ’s sacrifice on the cross for granted.  Jesus, you gave your all for us, and we 

know our place before you.  We know that we have sometimes failed to be the people you want us to be.  

And yet, when we acknowledge our weaknesses, our mistakes, our stumblings, you are there to pick us 

up, to embrace us with your love, and to set us on the right path once again.  And we thank you, Lord.  

Thank you.  And may we have hearts ready and committed to forgive others as you have forgiven us.   

 

So as we prepare our hearts and minds and souls to come to the table set by the body and blood of our 

Lord and Savior, we come to confess our sins, to bring to you our frailties, and to bare our souls before 

you.  And so, in silence we come as individuals, and as a community of faith, to offer our confessions.   

 

 

Lord, thank you that your Word tells us that as far as the east is from the west, so far are our sins from us 

now.  We are forgiven and made new, and ready to be sent by you back out into the world to be the 

disciples of Christ we are meant to be.  

 

Lord, when we pray, we wish to bring to you those who are in need.  There are those we know who are 

struggling with health issues, job issues, housing issues, family issues.   Your hope and healing is 

needed, and we trust that our prayers do make a difference.  And, and as you have heard the names of 

those on our prayer list, there are others, and so hear us now as people in this congregation lift aloud the 

names for whom we ask your blessing.   

 

O Lord, thank you for all the ways you in which you touch our lives with your blessings, your assurance, 

your peace and your presence.  And all the people of God said, Amen. 

 


