
Lee Strobel:  "If Jesus is the Son of God, then his teachings are more than just good ideas from a wise 

teacher, they are divine insights on which I can confidently build my life."   

 

O God of love, God of power, God of the resurrection, thank you for this day.  For the opportunity to 

come together in community with others who seek to follow Jesus Christ.  Who seek, not only to learn 

what Jesus said, but who seek to live as he lived. For we do not want just head knowledge of Christ, 

knowing about him, knowing what he said.  We want to know Christ himself.  We want a relationship 

with him that affects our lives.  We want Jesus Christ to be part of our daily thinking, our daily actions, 

our daily decisions, our daily attitudes.  For we know that Jesus was right when he said, "Those who hear 

my words and act on them are like the person who builds their house on rock.  When the storms come, 

the house stands strong.”  And Lord, we are often hit by the storms of life.  Illness, death, financial 

concerns, family dynamics, issues on the job, tensions with a relationship, depression, anger, 

frustration… we know, O God, that these can often make us waver in our faith, and make us do and say 

things we wished we hadn’t.  Forgive us, Lord.  And help us to continually work to make your divine 

insights part of who we are.  May your words be written on our hearts, so that they are lived out in our 

lives.   

 

And Lord, this day, we pray for others.  Our thoughts turn today to those tragically hurt – both physically 

and mentally by yet another synagogue shooting.  Another hate crime.  May your spirit of calm and 

peace and healing be with them. God, we are saddened that we, as fellow human beings, cannot seem 

learn how to how to live with others who are different than us.  Different in religion, in race, in sexual 

orientation, in political preference, in philosophy, in opinion, in lifestyle.  Lord, sometimes we can’t even 

get along with our own family members or neighbors on these issues.  Help us again, to have the mind 

and heart of Jesus Christ in how we think and what we do and how we interact with the people around 

us.  Lord, there are many others who are in need of your presence in their lives.  You have heard those on 

our prayer list, but there are others. 

 

Lord, soon we will walk out these doors into a world that is in need of love, acceptance, tolerance, joy, 

peace – all the things that you offer.  And so we lift, not only ourselves as vessels to be used by you, but 

our church also.  And so hear us as together we pray our John Wesley prayer. 

 

 

 



Dear Lord, we want John Wesley to be a strong and vital church in our community. And we want to be 

guided by your vision and plan for us.  As we move into the future, please lead us all in our thoughts, our 

discussions, and our decisions. Show us what you would have us do and how you would have us do it. 

And help us always remember that John Wesley is your church, not ours – may your will be done. In 

Christ’s name we pray. Amen 

 


