
Dwight Moody – “The Bible was not given for our information, but for our transformation.” 

 

 

Loving, Holy, Majestic God, we come to you in this time of quiet and stillness and say “Come Lord 

Jesus.  Come into my heart and soul, into my life.”  It is humbling to know that we are in the presence of, 

and loved by the God of all creation.  You O God, who knows each one of us so well, so intimately, and 

who not only wants the best for us, but wants us to be our best.  To live as those who are made in your 

image.  To live as Jesus Christ taught us.  And yet, we know that there are times when we are less than 

our best.  When we miss the mark of living fully and faithfully the life of Christian discipleship.  And we 

seek your forgiveness, and we ask for transformation.  Like the psalmist we pray, “Create in me a clean 

heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.”  We pray that not only would the written word of 

scripture, but the Living Word of Jesus Christ be upon our hearts and in our soul.  And O Lord, it is 

especially in this season of Lent, when we remember why Jesus went to the cross – because of our sins, 

because of our unfaithfulness, that we seek to examine our lives, and open ourselves to your healing, to 

your change, to your power, to your grace.  Take us as we are, O God, but summon out what you want us 

to become, that those around us may see the transformative power you have in our lives that brings joy 

and peace and love and purpose. 

 

For Lord, there are many who are in need of you in their lives.  We grieve the loss of three people in our 

community to drug overdose, and we know that you could have made a difference.  We heard that 

testimony last week.  And so help us to be a church that wants to and does reach people for you, making 

a difference in their lives.  Lord, there are many today in need.  You have heard those on our prayer list, 

but there are others.  And so hear us now as people in this congregation lift aloud the names for whome 

we ask your blessing. 

 

Lord, as we seek change in our community and world, we know this is what you have called the church 

to do.  And so, wanting to be that church, that Body of Christ, we pray together our John Wesley prayer. 

 

Dear Lord, we want John Wesley to be a strong and vital church in our community. And we want to be 

guided by your vision and plan for us.  As we move into the future, please lead us all in our thoughts, our 

discussions, and our decisions. Show us what you would have us do and how you would have us do it. 

And help us always remember that John Wesley is your church, not ours – may your will be done. In 

Christ’s name we pray. Amen 


