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On this Memorial Day, I want to read once again from the poet McLandburgh Wilson.  “From out of 

our crowded calendar, one day we give.  It's the day that the dying pause to honor those who live.”  It is 

the day that the dying (that’s you and me, friends, if you really think about what it is he's saying) pause 

to honor those who live.  Yes, Memorial Day is a day of honor for those family members and friends 

who live in our hearts and minds and memories, and hopefully, in heaven with God.  And this is a day 

where we are especially called to honor and remember all those men and women who heeded the call to 

serve our country and ultimately gave their lives – so that we might enjoy the many freedoms and 

liberties and blessing we so often take for granted.  So in their honor today, let’s watch a video that was 

made in partnership with the Vietnam War Commemoration. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tQT9e3YvAvM&list=PLIfYDwQ54j-DvggVsJ2MDFxNQ3d6oSWJ3&index=9 

 

That was pretty powerful, don't you agree?  Powerful because the resounding theme of the video was 

love.  Love!  The video clearly shows how human love can be profound and lasting and beautiful 

beyond expression, but it can also be achingly heartbreaking and sad.  Think about it: for some of us, we 

fall in love, we get married, we raise a family, and if we're fortunate, we get to experience the beauty 

and delight of our grandchildren.  That's the cycle of life.  For others of us, we cultivate deep and lasting 

friendships over the years that are the equivalent of familial love, and in many cases, even greater.  And 

these experiences of human love give us a joy that can be so satisfying and comforting and complete, 

that they fill us beyond our understanding.  But, there's another side to human love.  And that’s when 

something goes wrong – like a break in the relationship, or a death, and we suddenly feel empty, and are 

left more needy, more hurting, than ever.  We want so much to be secure in human love.  We want to 

know that love can be counted on.  But inevitably, human love has to eventually let us go, and in some 

instances, worse than that... it lets us down.
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So what is there to sustain us in our difficult times, since all of us have such a desperate need for love.  

Well, clearly, we need the unconditional love of God we heard St. Paul talk about today.  Let me read 

some of his words again.  "If God is for us, who can ever be against us?  Can anything ever separate us 

from Christ’s love?  Does it mean he no longer loves us if we have trouble or calamity, or are 

persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in danger, or threatened with death?  I am convinced that nothing 
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can ever separate us from God’s love.  Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our 

fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from 

God’s love."  Those are incredibly powerful words, brothers and sisters!  And they come from a person 

who experienced first hand the entire range of sufferings he described.  Remember, at first Paul was a 

Pharisee, a self-described "chief of all sinners."  And after his Damascus Road experience, where he was 

converted by Christ himself, Paul experienced every conceivable hardship.  He was beaten, stoned, 

shipwrecked, imprisoned, homeless, hungry and eventually killed.  And yet, he knew that none of those 

things separated him from the love of God.  It was, in fact, knowing that God loved him that kept him 

going.  As he wrote to the Ephesians, “May you have the power to understand, as all God’s people 

should, how wide, how long, how high, and how deep God’s love is.”  And that is the message that can 

sustain you and me in our difficult times.   

 

You see, when the world turns against us, or this life gets us down, or worse, we let ourselves down, the 

only things we have left to draw on are our spiritual resources.  My colleague, Rev. Grace Imathiu, likes 

to call this our "inner compass."   She says, "We need to be guided by an inner compass where one 

depends on things like the church and scripture and reason and the promises of Jesus Christ.  Too often 

we want to depend on external compasses like outside sources or people, or even worse, ourselves.  And 

in many cases, those have very little to do with loving God, or enjoying God's company, or finding our 

identity with God.  And when we depend too much on external compasses, we become dysfunctional in 

our relationship with God and we begin to think that God owes us something.  Then when things like 

trouble or calamity or persecution, or hunger, or danger or threat of death happen to us, we get mad at 

God.  But that kind of thinking cannot survive the reality of this, our human journey - because 

regardless of how good we are, life is filled with disappointments, sufferings, grief, and losses."
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  That’s 

why we need an inner compass to keep us pointed to God and remind us of God’s love for us.  To 

remind us of the promise, "If God is for us, who can ever be against us?  No one—for Christ Jesus died 

for us and was raised to life for us, and he is sitting in the place of honor at God’s right hand, pleading 

for us.
  
 Pleading for us!  That’s love! 

 

Now for some of us, this idea of God's unconditional love might be the toughest concept in all of 

Scripture for us to comprehend.  We can't grasp it any more than we can earn it.  Yet God's love for us 

stands as the unchangeable reality of his nature.  God not only extends love to us, he is love.  Love 
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resides in, and emanates from, the very core of God.  And it pulsates throughout his relationship with 

us.
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  Think about that for a moment.  God loves you!  God loves you, not because of what you have 

done or have not done, but just because you are his child.  He loved you enough to die for you.  Paul 

recognizes this too when he writes, "Since he did not spare even his own Son but gave him up for us all, 

won’t he also give us everything else?"  You only make a sacrifice like that when you love someone, 

which proves God does, indeed, love each and every one of us.  And that is the good news for us 

believers.  News we can revel in.  But the sad fact is that there are so many people in our culture think 

that having this kind of love affair with Jesus Christ is just a myth, maybe even a weakness.  I happen to 

believe that it is the most important part of our humanity and it's the most important factor in becoming 

a disciple of Jesus Christ.  There is this lie floating around that says we are supposed to be able to do life 

alone, without any help, without stopping to worship something bigger than ourselves.  So we need to 

ask ourselves, as we journey through this life, in what direction are we heading.  Are you using your 

inner compass that's grounded in the grace and love of God?  That's especially important since our final 

destination is eternity.   

 

In closing, I want to leave you with one final thought today.  So I want to go back to the first sentence in 

today's Scripture.  Paul writes, "We know that God causes everything to work together for the good of 

those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them."  Consider those words.  God... 

everything... good... love... those words are all directed at, and for, us.  This is a promise that God is at 

work in the events of our lives and our world.  And, this is a truth that at times in our lives we may not 

always be able to see or understand or master, it is only one... to which we can surrender.  Amen. 
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