
“With true greatness, there comes a willingness to sacrifice for others.”  Chuck Swindoll 

 

Lord, on this Memorial Day Weekend, we are grateful for the men and women throughout our history 

who have sacrificed not only years of their lives, but, for many, their very lives for our freedoms.  

Freedom from government oppression, freedom of speech, freedom of the press, freedom to be what we 

want, to marry who we want, to live where we want, freedom to worship the way we want.  And we give 

pause this day because these freedoms came at great cost.  We lift up our thanks for the soldiers who 

gave the ultimate sacrifice, not for their own gain, but for a greater good, a common goal, a bigger 

purpose.  In their honor, may we be mindful to not take our freedoms for granted, but may we commit 

ourselves to work for peace and justice for all your children.  Because we follow the one who also gave 

the ultimate sacrifice for us, Jesus Christ.  Whose death brought us even greater freedoms.  Freedom 

from being held captive by our sins, freedom to be completely forgiven and made new, freedom from the 

pressure to follow the ways of the world, freedom from the finality of death, freedom to live forever in 

your eternal kingdom.  Lord, we are humbled by all that you have given us, humbled by your love for us.  

And so, in response, may we be convicted to remember that love and sacrifice is our call as Christians – 

we are to bear one another’s burdens, to care for the marginalized, to stand up for justice, to love and 

want for all others the same things, the same opportunities, the same compassion  we would want for 

ourselves.  Give us the strength and the courage to walk with Christ, that sacrificial walk for others.   

 

Lord, this day we lift up those who are in need.  We pray for the men and women who are currently 

serving in our armed forces, particularly those in harm’s way.  May your Spirit of wisdom, guidance and 

protection walk with them as they perform their duties for the protection of our country.  We pray that 

good and right decisions be made from leaders around the world, and we pray that your power would be 

at work so that peace and understanding become the goal for all of humankind, in families, communities, 

nation and world.  There are others… 

 

O Lord God, as we seek to walk the path of Christ, lovingly and sacrificially, we seek to do it not only as 

individuals, but as a church, particularly, this Body of Christ known as John Wesley United Methodist 

Church, and so hear us as together we pray our John Wesley prayer. 
 

Dear Lord, we want John Wesley to be a strong and vital church in our community. And we want to be 

guided by your vision and plan for us.  As we move into the future, please lead us all in our thoughts, our 

discussions, and our decisions. Show us what you would have us do and how you would have us do it. 

And help us always remember that John Wesley is your church, not ours – may your will be done. In 

Christ’s name we pray. Amen 


