
Methodist pastor and  New Testament Professor, David Watson regarding the Word of God and the 

Spirit of God.   “If we have all Word and no Spirit, we dry up; if we have all Spirit and no Word, we 

blow up; if we have both Word and Spirit, we grow up.”   

 

Loving, living, forgiving God, we come to you humbly today as people who want to worship you, and 

give you glory, to praise you and thank you for being such a wonderful and awesome God.  We come as 

people who want to receive your grace and mercy and forgiveness.  And we come wanting to be molded 

into better people.  For we want to be at our best.  We want to live up to a high standard, to greater 

living, to the abundant fullness you promise us, if we just follow you and your teachings.  And yet we 

confess that we sometimes fail.  And so hear us, as together we pray our prayer of confession.   

 

Gracious God, all we have and all we are is a gift from you, yet we often fail to acknowledge your 

presence and your grace in our lives.  We prefer to take credit for what we do right, to blame others for 

what goes wrong, and to dismiss as insignificant our weaknesses, self-righteousness and pride.  We want 

to be regarded as being strong rather than relying on your strength.  We want to avoid hardship and trials 

rather than endure the suffering that molds godly character.  We want to be in control rather than yield to 

you.  We ask for your forgiveness.  Grant us your mercy, we pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our 

Savior.   

 

And Lord, this day we also ask that you forgive us also for our complacency in our faith.  For thinking 

we know enough, we’re good enough, we’re faithful enough.  As the psalmist said, “put a new and right 

spirit with us.”  As we accept your merciful grace today, help us to commit to growing up in both Word 

and Spirit.  Give us a desire to be mature in our faith, to learn, to understand, to know you better so that 

we can love you better.  So that, by our actions, our words, our decisions, our attitudes, we can make a 

positive impact on others around us – our family, our friends, our co-workers, the person behind the 

counter, the person on the other end of the phone, on the stranger on the street.  Help us Lord, to live our 

lives in your Word and with your Spirit.   

 

Lord, there are those we wish to lift up in prayer.  Not only here but around your world.  For the people 

of Venezuela, suffering in the midst and confusion of a power struggle, for the Gaza/Israel fighting and 

conflict, for the “military drills” in North Korea, for the continuing pain in Sri Lanka, for those hurt and 

affected by Cyclone Fani in Bangladesh, and others.  For we know, all people are your children 

throughout the world.  We confess that we sometimes get stuck in our own little corner of the world, and 



we hardly see those hurting in our own community, let alone across the globe.  But we pray that you 

would help us so love the world as you love it.  And we do also, lift up those we know.  You have heard 

those on our prayer list, but there are others… 

 

O Lord, thank you that we can be still and know that you are God.  As we continue in our worship, may 

you be honored, and pleased.  This we ask in Jesus’ name. 

 


