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As you know, this summer, we're looking at the wonderful promises of God and Jesus Christ.  And if 

you remember, the first promise I spoke about a month ago came from St. John's Gospel, chapter 3, verse 

16.  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only son, Christ Jesus, that whoever believes in him 

will have everlasting life.”  And you may recall, I prefaced the scripture with the story about two 

preachers who were arguing as to what was the greatest verse of the Bible.  “John 3:16,” one of the 

preachers said quickly.  “No,” the other answered, “That's not fair.  John 3:16 isn't a verse of the Bible, 

it's the entire book.”  The entire book!  I like that!  I like it for its beautiful simplicity and the 

straightforward way the message of God’s love and salvation is stated. 

 

And similarly, I'd like to propose a straightforward way for that message of love to be shared and known 

by the people out there, in the world.  In fact, not only the world, but more importantly, in our 

community and in our homes.  And it really comes down to a rather simple proposition found in a 

famous quote, “Preach the Gospel at all times, and use words only when necessary.”  Because, you see, 

if God’s love is to be known, that knowledge is best revealed by us, you and me, who can share that love 

of God with others by the way we live our lives.  Let me repeat: if God’s love is to be known, then we 

are the ones meant to be the conduit of that love.  We're not meant to just keep it to and for ourselves.  

For better or for worse, we are the good news, we are the light the world.  And no, you don't need a 

degree in theology, because the work of God awaits all of our hands, and the love of God awaits all of 

our hearts.  Even as ordinary and imperfect though we may be.
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And if we can actually share the good news and be the light of the world by the way we live our lives, I 

truly believe we will realize the promise of Jesus we heard today:  “Give, and it will be given to you. A 

good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap.”  Imagine 

blessings being given to you so abundantly they are poured into your lap. This promise sounds wonderful 

doesn’t it?  But remember he also said, “For the measure you give, will be the measure you get back.”  

Now it’s important to understand that the “measure” we are to give is not just money, but more so, it's 

the giving of yourself.  The richness of yourself, all that you are and all you can offer.  That’s how you 

will find the abundant measure of blessing – happiness, joy, meaning, purpose for your life.   
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Unfortunately, it's a sad commentary that we instead tend to measure our lives in a material way, by how 

much money we make or by how many things we have.  In fact, just a few chapters later in Luke's 

Gospel, Jesus tells a parable about a rich man who did equate living with all these things.  And Jesus 

starts by saying, “Take care!  One's life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.”  Then he tells 

the story.  “The land of a rich man produced abundantly.  And the rich man thought to himself, 'What 

should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?'  Then he said, 'I will do this: I will pull down my 

barns and build larger ones and there I will store all my grain and all my goods.  And I will say to 

myself, Self, you have ample goods laid up for many years: relax, eat, drink, and be merry.'  But God 

said to him, 'You fool!  This very night your life is being demanded of you.  And the things you have 

prepared, whose will they be?'  So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves, but are not rich 

toward God.”  So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves, but are not rich toward God. 

 

Now to understand all of what Jesus is saying, let’s look a little closer at the parable.  The rich man was 

obviously an industrious man, and probably even a good man.  Like all of us here.  Jesus didn’t say he 

was ruthless or evil.  He evidently worked hard and became very prosperous.  The problem is, he became 

consumed by his riches, and his sin was that his mindset was only on himself and his own welfare.  Of 

the sixty words he speaks, nearly twenty percent are “I” or “my.”  In all his planning and preparation, the 

rich man never once thought about giving to or helping others.  He never once considered how God 

might have wanted him to use his riches.  He never once considered that his decision was even a God-

issue, even though all we have has been given to us by God in the first place.
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  And this man, like so 

many, just doesn't get it.  That we are to be rich toward God, by being compassionate, generous, selfless 

– loving toward others.  Because some day, it will just be too late to change.  That very night, the rich 

man’s soul was required of him.  He would come to judgment.  And God calls him a “fool.”   

 

Now before I go any further, it's important to point out that this parable is not meant to be just about 

money and rich people.  Jesus doesn't have an issue with people that have plenty.  Not at all.  His 

ministry was supported by people with money.  He dined and drank sumptuously and frequently at the 

homes of rich people.  He was buried in a tomb given by a rich person, albeit he only used the tomb for a 

mere three days and the owner was able to have it back.  And he constantly compared our salvation and 

eternal life in heaven to things that only money, and lots of it, could buy – an extravagant feast, a 

luxurious banquet, a heavy laden treasure, a pearl of great price.  No, let me assure you, Jesus does not 
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consider having wealth a sin.  But he does consider wealth a problem if we are not willing to give of our 

wealth.  If we are not generous and charitable.   

 

Now, as I suggested earlier, this wealth is not only our money, it is also our other riches and resources – 

our time, our energy, our skills, our compassion, our patience, our care – all the ways we can give of 

ourselves to others.  And yet, sometimes we want to hold back, don’t we?  We don’t want to give up too 

much of our free time, or be too inconvenienced.  We want to pick and choose who we give to.  But 

that’s why we need to trust in Jesus’ promise, “Give, and it will be given to you!"  Give and it will be 

given to you.”  You see, whether a person has money or not, Jesus considers ‘giving’ a priority for 

everyone.  Just consider – a young boy gives Jesus his two fish and five loaves of bread, and Jesus makes 

lunch for five thousand, with twelve baskets of leftovers.  Some servants at a wedding give Jesus water – 

the kind you wash your hands with – and he produces barrels of the finest wine you’ve ever tasted.  

Some ordinary fishermen give Jesus charge of their fishing boat, and he hauls in so many fish the nets 

begin to break.  But it doesn’t stop there.  You – give Jesus your pain, your sorrow, your struggles, your 

trials, and he will leave heaven to share in your human condition and will give you all his wisdom and 

comfort and strength so that you can overcome your trials.  Give him your failures, your sin, and he’ll die 

for you.  He’ll go to the cross for your salvation.  And what’s more, he will bring you new life.  And, he 

will bring you eternal life.  Yes, generous giving is at the very core of God’s character.  And we need to 

remember, that we have all generously received, and so we must generously give.  Jesus says to give 

ourselves to everyone who asks.  Do not judge, show mercy, offer forgiveness, be patient, show love, 

because that's giving at its finest.  Remember, “Give, and it will be given to you!  A good measure, 

pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap.”   

 

So that you can visualize what Jesus is saying, in ancient times when a person went to buy grain, 

generous grain merchants would fill the person’s container, press down the grain, shake the container to 

make more room, and pour additional grain on top until it overflowed.  And Jesus is saying God is like 

the generous grain merchant, ready to give his gifts and blessings to you – pouring them into your lap.  

If… you are willing to be rich toward him by giving of yourself to others.  And if you stop to reflect on 

your own life, isn’t it true, that the more you have given, and the more you have been willing to offer of 

yourself, to make sacrifices, the more you have received back in purpose, in meaning, in joy, in 

contentment, and best of all, in love.  Best of all...love.  And you realize that the most important things in 

life are not the things you’ve accumulated, but those things that are indeed, “priceless.” 



I want to leave you with these words by Methodist founder John Wesley that I've often quoted, but that 

sums up today's message.  “Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in 

all the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.”  Now 

can I hear the people of God say “Amen”!  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 


