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Again from John 3:16: "For God so loved... so loved you and me... that he gave up his one and only 

Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life."  What a wonderful promise 

that is.  And this summer we will be looking at the promises of God and our Lord Jesus Christ.  Now 

I'm sure many of you have a Bible verse, a promise, that is priceless to you.  For me, even though I’ve 

heard this verse many times, the message and promise it conveys is powerful and life-giving.  It not only 

tells me the vast extent of God's love and what God did to prove his love, but it also gives me the 

assurance of life forever with God in heaven.  There's also an important corollary to this verse from St. 

Paul's letter to the Corinthians that I want to read for you.  It goes like this, "The message that points to 

Jesus Christ on the Cross seems like sheer silliness to those hell-bent on destruction, but for those on the 

way of salvation, it makes perfect sense." (MSG)   

 

To illustrate my point, I want to share a story about how God's love, God's unconditional love, can 

change and transform a person.  A person hell-bent on destruction, but now on the path to salvation.  It 

happened to United Methodist Bishop Will Willimon when he was at a conference, and a young man 

told him about a woman he had recently met.  They went out on their first date, and everything was 

going well.  The conversation was scintillating and they really hit it off together.  Then, toward the end 

of the evening, she said to him, “Well do you want to go to my place now or your place?”  “What are 

you talking about?” he asked.  “You know,” she said, “don't you find me attractive, don't you want to 

sleep with me?”  “Yes, of course I find you very attractive,” he said, “but this is our first date.  I hardly 

know you.  We can't sleep together.”  “But I always sleep with guys on the first date,” she answered.  

“Well, I don't',” he said.  “Why don't you?" she asked.  “Because I go to church.  I'm a Methodist.  It 

may seem silly to you, but we're not supposed to do that.”  “What's a Methodist?” she asked.  “Well, 

we're Christians,” he said, and then he told her about church.  She was fascinated.  She had never been 

to church.  So he invited her to come with him to his church the next Sunday.  And she did.  And she 

thought it was the greatest thing that ever happened to her.  Three weeks later, she asked the pastor to 

baptize her.  The young man told Bishop Willimon, "Even though we're not dating now, she's so 

committed to the church that she thinks she invented it."
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Isn’t that a wonderful story about the power of God’s love and sacrifice?  I'd like to think that maybe, 

just maybe, she heard the promise we're looking at today.  "For God so loved the world that he gave his 

only begotten son, that whoever believes in him should not perish, but have eternal life."  Now there are 

really three parts to this promise, so let’s look at them.  The first part of the promise is exclamatory – 

“God so loves the world.”  God so loves the world!  Now consider this for a minute.  Look out over the 

ocean here.  You see the sky, the water, the sun, the magnificence and majesty, for as far as you can see.  

Think about the life-giving rain we've had, the birds of the air, the flowers and trees.  Let all this 

creation resonate with you for a moment.  Doesn't all this convey the awesome, incredible power of 

God?  And now think of the words of the psalmist we heard today, who states to the Almighty... "When 

I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, all that you have established…I ask myself, what are 

human beings that you are mindful of us, mortals that you care for us?  And yet you have made us a 

little lower than yourself, and crowned us with glory and honor, and given us dominion over all things."  

That's how much God loves us!  And that same God who has the power and majesty to create all this, is 

the same God who created us in his image, and is the same God who “loves the world.”  Now, at times, 

we might question how he could love the world.  Because we know the world is made up of, at best, 

some very imperfect people like you and me, and at worst, sinners… well, like you and me.  It's true, all 

of us at one time or another have done something we’re ashamed of, or we’ve mistreated someone, or 

we regret some of the decisions we’ve made, or we struggle getting our act together, and the bottom line 

is, we know we’re not living our life the way God wants us live it.  And sometimes when we are honest, 

we don’t even like ourselves do we?  And so, deep down we wonder, can God really so love us?  Well, 

the answer is - yes! God does indeed love us fully, completely, unconditionally. This isn’t some abstract 

theological concept to ponder.  This is personal, this is real, this is God's promise.  So revel in it!  

 

But here's another thing about this promise to think about.  Okay, God loves us, but what about those 

people that you and I don't like and don't want to associate with, what about those people who are 

immoral, evil?  Well the truth is, God loves them just as much as he loves us.  God doesn’t limit his love 

to those who seem worthy, or who are living good lives.  God’s love is unconditional – it’s given freely 

to everyone.  To the good, the bad, the ugly, the whole chaotic mass and mess of humanity.  God loves, 

regardless, because that's who God is.  And each and every human being is God’s child.  And just like 

when our children or grandchildren fall away or disappoint or make bad choices, we still love them, so it 

is when God's children go astray, God still loves us, all of us.   

 



Which takes me to the second part of the promise.  "That he gave his only son."  Now we often think of 

love as just a wonderful emotion that makes us feel good.  But love at its highest level is really an act of 

will.  That is to will the greatest good for another and then do something about it.  So love at its highest 

level has nothing to do with what we expect to get, it has only to do with what we want to give.  And 

love at its highest level wants to give everything.  Consider then, what gift of love, what thing, could the 

God of Creation give humankind.  Another sun in the sky?  More ocean, or birds in the air, or fish in the 

sea?  What gift of significance, would be a worthy measure of God's love?  The only answer -  the gift 

of himself, in Jesus Christ, his son.  The only gift that would hurt God, if we refused to take it.  Himself.  

This powerful, majestic God of all creation chose to become one of the created.  He came to share in 

and experience our sorrows, our difficulties, our challenges, our griefs, our pains to show us how we can 

overcome all these things through him.  To show us how to love when it's hard to love, how to serve 

others when we ourselves are hurting, how to show compassion when we would rather attend to our 

own needs and desires.  God gave his only son to show us that our lives can have meaning and purpose.  

That we have a place and a role in his creation.  You see, when we truly accept God's gift of his son, 

Jesus Christ, we are moved, changed - like that women we heard about earlier, and even stirred into 

action so that the love of God can be materialized in us, yes us, by our simple human efforts.
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Yes, God gave his son because he so loves the world.  And so should we.  Author J. Ellsworth Kalas 

summarizes the whole point of this promise when he writes, "If God finds us so full of potential and 

worth and value, then who are we to ever discredit ourselves, or allow someone to discredit us, if the 

Almighty thinks otherwise.  And, here's another thing, what if a person's style is unattractive to me, or I 

find his or her conduct repugnant.  So what if that person irritates my sensibilities or falls outside my 

boundaries of respectability.  I am under the reign of One who loves these persons so much, and sees 

such innate value in them, that his only Son died for their redemption.  How dare I treat with scorn one 

for whom Christ died.
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   What a poignant thought, don't you think? 

 

Which brings me to the third and best part of the promise, which requires no embellishment whatsoever.  

"That whoever believes in him shall not perish, but have eternal life."  You see, God’s love for us is so 

great, so immense, that God wants to spend eternity with you and me.  God wants us by his side forever.  

That’s love!  So our first promise this summer is one for you to relish: God so loves the world, that he 

gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him will not perish, but have eternal life.  Amen. 
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