
"Our greatest fear should not be of failure but of succeeding at things in life that don't really matter." 

– Francis Chan 

 

O Loving, all knowing, all seeing God, we say with the Psalmist, “I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let 

us go to the house of the Lord.’”  For here, in your house, we set aside the noise, the flurry of activity, 

the demands put upon us, the ways of the world, and we re-center our minds and we relax our bodies, 

and we pray, “Come, Holy Spirit, come.”  Lord, fill us anew with whatever each one of us needs the 

most right now – healing, direction, comfort, peace, courage, hope, grace, joy.  And Lord, here in your 

presence, help us to consider our priorities, our challenges, our desires, and set our hearts right.  Help us 

to keep foremost in our minds what does matter in this life, and what doesn’t.  Help us to remember that 

it is not this world that is our end.  That you have something greater in store for us on the other side of 

this life.  But help us also to remember that what we do in this life affects our next life.  For you call us 

to love you, to love others, all others, to work for justice, to show compassion, to share Christ and be a 

help to those in need.  You call us to be selfless, sacrificial, and to put our efforts into what is 

meaningful, purposeful and eternal.  And so forgive us when we get caught up in thinking that we must 

succeed in earthly ways – status, position, wealth, athleticism, beauty, fashion, and more.  Help us to be 

rightfully balanced in our relationships, our schedules, our personal goals, our social choices.  So that we 

might fully enjoy life on earth, and anticipate with confidence, life eternal with you. 

 

And Lord, this day we thank you for our country, even with its divisions and problems.  We thank you 

for the freedom to worship as we please, the freedom to speak openly, the freedom of the press, the 

freedom to own property, to live as we wish, and more.  But Lord, help us all to remember that with 

freedom comes responsibility.  We pray that we as individuals would seek to be citizens of integrity and 

devotion to the common good.  And we pray for our leaders, for as St Paul wrote, “I ask that requests, 

prayers, petitions, and thanksgiving be made for all people.  Pray for kings and everyone who is in 

authority so that we can live peaceful and quiet lives in complete godliness and holiness.”  And so we 

pray for the decision-makers of our country, that in their work they may be wise, selfless and 

compassionate.  And may we as ordinary citizens, and especially as Christian citizens be examples of 

good and right and grateful behavior. 

 

Lord there are people we wish to pray for this day…. 

 

 


