
Protestant Reformer Martin Luther:  “Prayer is not overcoming God’s reluctance, but laying hold of 
God’s willingness.”   
 

O Holy, Majestic, Loving God, we come humbly before you grateful for another day of life, another 

opportunity to enjoy this beautiful place called Cape Cod, another opportunity to enjoy family and 

friends.  And, we have another opportunity to say I love you to someone, or I’m sorry, or I forgive you.  

We have another opportunity to make someone smile, another opportunity to treat a stranger with 

kindness, another opportunity to change our attitudes, another opportunity to do that thing we’ve been 

saying we’re going to do.  Yes, we have been given the gift of another day to live more faithfully, more 

joyfully, more intentionally, more Christ-like.  And we are grateful.   

 

And we come to you in prayer Lord because we do believe in your power, and we do want your help and 

presence in our lives.  But we also confess that sometimes we come to you in prayer thinking we have to 

convince you of something we want in our lives.  Rather than be in dialogue with you, seeking your 

thoughts, discerning your ways, we come prepared to give you our one-sided view, on why we need this 

to happen, why we think it’s the best for us or someone we know.  We come even ready to beg or to 

make a deal – I’ll do this… if.  And yet, Lord, when we do this, we put ourselves in danger of missing 

out on something more, something better, something that only you could make happen.  For you know us 

better than we know ourselves.  You know our situations, you know our strengths, our weaknesses, you 

know what will be the best for us.  And so help us to come to you, wanting to lay hold of your 

willingness for our lives.  Help us to trust that you really do love us, and want the best for us.  For then 

we can open ourselves to actually letting you work in our lives.  We can open our ears to hear your 

guidance, your wisdom, your thoughts.  We can open our hearts to change and understanding.  We can, 

with comfort and acceptance, trust that you will be with us, giving us all we need to meet the challenges 

that we face.   

 

And so Lord we take a few moments in silence now, to be open before you – to lay hold of your 

willingness for our lives.   

 

Thank you, O gracious God. 

And we pray for others today.  We continue to pray for our country and its leaders, for nations and 

fighting around the world, for all the ways we are not living into the goodness of the creation you made, 

we ask your forgiveness, and seek your help.  And we lift up individuals  Lord. 


