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The other day I saw an article by corporate management consultant Jim Collins entitled, “How the 

Mighty Fall.”  Hmmm.  “How the Mighty Fall.”  And, given all we've heard in the news recently, I 

thought to myself,  "This would make a good sermon topic."  The article talked about five stages of 

decline that some major companies have gone through.  These are companies and businesses that rose to 

the pinnacle of success, and then came crashing down.  Some examples over recent years include 

General Motors, Blackberry, Kodak, AOL, Toys R Us, Sears, to name just a few.   

 

So let me read you his five different stages of decline.  The first stage is described as, “hubris born of 

success.”  And we all know hubris to be the deadliest of the seven deadly sins.  The sin of pride and 

arrogance.  The second stage of decline is described as, “the undisciplined pursuit of more.”  That says 

it all, doesn’t it?  For it truly describes the fundamental, underlying attitude in our culture today.  But the 

third, fourth and fifth stages are what really intrigued me.  The third stage is called, “the denial of risk 

and peril.”  The fourth stage is, “grasping for salvation.”  And the fifth stage is, “capitulation to death.”  

Let me repeat these one more time.  “Hubris born of success,” “the undisciplined pursuit of more,” “the 

denial of risk and peril,” “grasping for salvation,” and “capitulation to death.”  Now as I read the article, 

it became apparent to me that his five stages of decline can not only describe businesses, but I think, 

humankind, as well.  Because immediately my mind went to some of our politicians and celebrities.  But 

I wonder, might there be an even broader implication for us?      

 

Now you might be thinking, “What has this got to do with today's wonderful words of Jesus Christ?"  

Well you’ll soon see, it has everything to do with it.  But first let me read you a sequence of events as 

told by United Methodist Bishop Will Willimon.  “Once there was One who came to us, who touched 

the untouchables, turned his back upon the world’s bright baubles, loved us even until death, and never 

turned his eyes away from God.... and we hated him for it.  He came to us with wide-open hands in 

gracious invitation, seeking us, patient with us, and hotly pursuing us.  And he brought out the very 

worst in us.  For we (like to) think that things between God and us are not all that bad.  But when he 

spoke to us of God, and of ourselves, and rubbed our noses in our presumed pride and righteousness, 

well, we thought we were pretty good until we met him.  He called upon us to attempt great moral feats, 

and watched as we fell flat on our faces.  He invited us to join up with his kingdom, but when we saw 

what the demands of the kingdom were, when it came time for us to stand up and show what we were 



made of... we fled away, slithering into the darkness.  So he said, “Come to me.  Come to me.  Take my 

yoke upon you.”   And we with one voice,  answered... “Crucify him, Crucify him!”1  He said, “Come to 

me, come to me!”  And we answered... “Crucify him, Crucify him!” 

 

You see, the Bible has been telling us for thousands of years what business consultants have apparently 

just recently discovered: things about the sin of pridefulness, the risks associated with denying the truth, 

actions that put us in peril, our need for salvation, and death versus true life.  Because the Bible tells us 

how God created humankind in his image, and gave us everything we could want or need, and then how 

humankind sinned and had a ‘mighty fall’ from grace.  But the Bible also tells how our merciful, loving 

God wanted to be reconciled with humankind, so he stooped down to our level and came to earth in his 

son, Jesus Christ.  It tells the good news: the message and teachings of Christ that bring about a new 

way of living, about his atoning death on the cross for our sins, the resulting hope of salvation for the 

faithful, and his resurrection that promises us eternal life, overcoming the ‘capitulation to death.’  Like I 

said last week, God's quest for a personal relationship with us is relentless, and God’s only desire is to 

pour out his love and his divine mercy upon us.  So the complete story of the Bible is about how God 

has continually worked in the lives of humankind so that we might rise to the highest level of living that 

God intended for us – and that is real success in this life.   

 

Yet, we seem to go through life oblivious to the fact that we’re not living to that highest level God 

intends.  Because just like those companies I mentioned, we ignore the fact that anything might be 

wrong.  And the reason for that might best be described by St. Augustine’s doctrine of two cities – the 

City of Man and the City of God.  He said that the City of Man focuses on the love of self and things, 

while the City of God focuses on the love of God and others.  And the two cities are always in conflict 

with each other.  And don’t we often feel this tension in our own lives on a daily basis?  For as 

Christians we have to live in the City of Man here on earth, and it seems that we accept and even enjoy 

it, oblivious to its pitfalls.  We’re firmly entrenched in this earthly world with all its hubris, materialism, 

selfishness, temptations, shallowness, pettiness, and… ‘pursuit of more.’  And yet… and yet, at the 

same time our hearts tell us there must be something more, something better.   As you can imagine, we 

are perilously perched on a slippery slope that could easily lead to our downfall.  
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That’s why Jesus’ words today are so important for us.  “Come to me, all of you who are weary and 

burdened and I will give you rest.”  Now this was one of the promises of Jesus I preached on this past 

summer.  And to reiterate the theme of that sermon, it was that we allow this world and all its busyness 

and false illusions to push God to the very margins of our existence.  Yet, there's God, Jesus, calling us, 

“Come to me. Come to me.”  Rev. Oswald Chambers says, “Jesus' words can really be a test for us.  

Yes, a test.  Because think of the things you will not come to Jesus about.  If you want to know how 

genuine a Christian disciple you are, test yourself by his words, “Come to me.”  “Come to me.”  In 

every (area of your life) in which you are not genuine (with Jesus), you will argue rather than come, you 

will make excuses rather than come, you will go through sorrow rather than come, you will do anything 

rather than come... rather than come, "Just as I Am."  

 

And so, take a moment and consider – what prevents you from coming, fully, honestly, openly to Jesus?  

Could it be your self-pride – you don’t want to admit you need Jesus; you want to do things your own 

way?  Could it be the undisciplined pursuit of more – leaving you no time to come spend with Jesus?  

Could it be the denial of past and present sins – you’re embarrassed, angry, you don’t want to face even 

yourself, much less Jesus?  Could it be you don’t feel worthy of his love, his forgiveness?  Could it be 

that you don't trust that the Lord really does want the best for you in every area of your life, and so you 

don't come to him?  Because how many times have you wanted to come to God, yet at the last minute 

turned away empty.  While all the time God has stood with outstretched hands not only to take hold of 

you, but for you to take hold of him.2 

 

Yes, Jesus is standing there to catch us before we fall.  With wide open hands, in gracious invitation, he 

says, “Come to me.”  And his invitation is to those who’ve made mistakes.  His invitation is to those 

who haven’t got it figured out, who have questions, doubts, fears.  His invitation is to those who want 

think they have it all under control, but deep down know they really don’t.  His invitation is to those 

who are weary, who are burdened, who are in need.  His invitation is to  you.   

 

So, come to Jesus, won’t you?  Because then, risk and peril will vanish, salvation will be yours, and that 

last fearful stage, “capitulation to death,” is something you will never, ever, have to worry about. Amen. 
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