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Wow! This scripture reading can best be described by the saying: “There's a lot of meat on that bone.”  

A lot!  Actually, too much to cover in just one sermon.  Because consider all the subplots.  First, there's 

Jesus the Jew speaking with a Samaritan.  And Jews and Samaritans were effectively enemies based on 

social, religious and political issues that went back for centuries.  There's Jesus the man, alone with a 

woman.  That just wasn't done in those days.  There's Jesus, God, associating with a public sinner.  And 

then there's the well.  The well, which can represent many things.  A communal meeting place.  A place 

to rest, to get refreshed and filled up.  And, it’s also a place that represents the difficulties and 

drudgeries and hardships of life – a deep dark abyss.  So let's go to the well today and consider the 

words of the woman, "Sir, you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep."  "Sir, you have nothing 

to draw with and the well is deep."  What is she saying? 

 

As we learned in today's scripture, the woman is one with a past, with a reputation.  Because of her 

character and the public mores of that time, she's probably at best, ignored, and at worst, ostracized.  So 

she goes to the well in the middle of the day because she’s sure she won’t meet anyone at that time.  

You see, it was a woman’s job to draw the water, and those water pots got heavy, so in the heat of the 

day, the trip to the well and back would have been arduous.  All the other women went first thing in the 

morning or in the evening when the temperature was cooler.  And because many went there, it became a 

social time – the ancient version of “meeting around the water cooler.”  But this woman couldn’t take 

part in that, so she went alone, in the heat of the day.  And as she journeyed to the well, you can imagine 

her reflecting on her life.  Not only on the weary day-to-day routine of just trying to survive back then, 

but on all her shattered expectations, unfulfilled hopes, feelings of being hurt, used, lonely.  All her 

varied relationships, her past.  All her sins.  You could imagine she was a broken and wounded spirit.  

We can identify with her can't we, because as we reflect on our lives, don’t we sometimes find ourselves 

feeling that way?  Reflecting on the hardships of modern day life with its many responsibilities.  Or on 

our own sometimes difficult relationships with spouses, partners, children, or friends.  Or about being 

lonely, or finding ourselves saddened or disappointed over personal hurts, unrealized dreams, broken 

promises.  And, of course, there are those sins and mistakes we’ve made.  Like the dark depths of a 

well, our feelings, our pain, our guilt, run deep, into the abyss.  And those words of the woman, "Sir, 

you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep," might even resonate with us.  



However, on this day, that well is going to represent something different for the woman.  Because she 

finds herself at a well of divine love and mercy.  For when she gets to the well, there’s Jesus.  He's 

sitting down, hungry and thirsty and tired.  He sent his disciples to go for food, too exhausted to go with 

them.  Or perhaps, just perhaps, could it be he was waiting for this woman to come to the well?  Perhaps 

like he waits for you and me.  And Jesus asks her for a drink – a way to bond, so to speak.  But at first 

the woman is contemptuous.  “You’re a Jew, and I am a Samaritan woman.  Why are you asking me for 

a drink?”  She’s untrusting.  She’s the wrong religion, wrong gender, wrong race. Everything about her 

is wrong.  So what’s going on here?  Well, the truth is, one of the unrelenting themes of the Bible has to 

do with God's quest for a personal relationship with us, and God’s desire is to pour out his love and his 

divine mercy on us.  Yes, God's love and mercy is relentless.  Despite all our faults and shortcomings 

and sins, he will seek us out.  So Jesus says to the woman, “If only you knew the gift God has for you 

and who you are speaking to, you would ask me, and I would give you living water.”  There’s Jesus, 

reaching out to her with God’s life giving gifts of love, mercy, acceptance.  And she yearns for those 

gifts.  To take away her pain, to cleanse her, to renew her, to give her hope for the future.  And when he 

promises her this, the hardness in the woman begins to melt way.  But given her past and her 

hopelessness, the only response she can muster is, "Sir, you have nothing to draw with and the well is 

deep."  

 

And don’t we all thirst for those same gifts... love, mercy, acceptance.  We thirst for healing, for 

strength, for peace, for change in our lives, for hope.  But often we feel our well is too deep.  That not 

even God can help us.  But listen to what Rev. Oswald Chambers has to say: “Think for a moment the 

depths of human nature, of human life, think of the ‘wells’ inside of you.  Suppose there is a well of 

trouble inside your heart and Jesus comes to you and says, ‘Do not let your heart be troubled,’ and you 

shrug your shoulders and say, ‘But Lord, the well is too deep.  You can’t draw up any peace, any 

comfort out of it.’  No, he can't.  Instead, he will do something more, something better, he will bring 

them down from above.  You see, we impoverish Christ's ministry the moment we forget that he is the 

Almighty.  When we get into difficult circumstances, we diminish his power by thinking, ‘Of course he 

can't help me.’” And we struggle down to the deeps and try to get water for ourselves.  You see, the 

problem is that we put limits on what we think God can or wants to do, and we shouldn't.  Chambers 

goes on to say, “The reason we are such poor specimens of Christianity is because we don’t trust in the 

Almighty Christ.” 

 



At this point, we need to ask ourselves, why do we think this way?  I would propose that it’s because of 

our self-centered pride.  We don’t want to believe we need God’s help in the first place – we should be 

able to do it ourselves, on our own terms.  We don’t want to relinquish control of our lives over to God 

because we don’t want to admit we’re not perfect, and we don’t want to admit we could be at fault for 

some of the problems and failures and mistakes in our lives.  And this prevents us from being open and 

honest before God.  To admit to what God knows anyway.   

 

Let’s go back to the story.  Jesus tells the woman – “go get your husband.”  And the woman tries to 

deny and skirt around the issue, but Jesus exposes her with the truth – “You’ve had five husbands, and 

you’re not married to the man you’re living with now.”  And it is at this point, when she is fully known, 

that the woman starts to change.  And if we ever expect to have that living water Jesus offers, then we 

must “come clean” before Jesus.  Because it is only in honest surrender that we can truly open ourselves 

to the power of Christ in our life.  Jesus wants to love us through the brokenness, the pain, the 

humiliations, the failures in our lives.  He wants to love us into a new way of living this earthly life, as 

we journey toward eternal life he has promised.   

 

"Sir, you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep."  Oh yes he does!  He draws from his well of 

love and mercy to fill us, so that we will not thirst for those gifts that give us life.  You see, no human 

being knows us human beings like Jesus.  And so we must to come to him, just as we are, being open 

and honest, seeking to let go of those things that prevent us from the divine life we so desperately need.  

As author Max Lucado says, “Admission of thirst doesn’t come easy.  False fountains satisfy our 

cravings.  But there comes a dark hour in every life when the world caves in and we are left parched and 

dying in the rubble of reality.  Some would rather die than admit it.  Others admit it and pray, “God I 

need your help.”  So the thirsty come.  A ragged lot we are.  Bound together by broken dreams and 

collapsed promises.  And we are very thirsty.”  And so, today, on this Communion Sunday, let us come 

to the well where Jesus awaits us.... the well of divine love and mercy.  Amen 


