
Eugene Peterson and Daniel Southern, in their book Message of Leadership:  “Life is not a game; it is 
serious business and the stakes are eternally high. You must start with the fundamentals: there is a God 
and we are not him!”   
 
O Mighty, Mysterious, Creator God, who is greater than we can ever begin to comprehend, whose power 

and creation stretch across galaxies and universes, and yet whose love and care is as intimate as knowing 

the very number of hairs on our head, we come in awe and worship and gratefulness this morning, 

acknowledging our place before you.  As the Bible says, “How great you are, Sovereign Lord!  There is 

no one like you, and there is no God but you.”  And what a freedom that is, that we are not you, O God.  

For that means that we are free… from having to judge anyone – we only have to love, since you do the 

judging.  We are free from having to change anyone, to make them think or behave differently.  Because 

as you know, Lord, it’s hard enough for us to change ourselves, to think or behave differently.  We are 

free from having to believe that our way is the only way, we are free from trying to control people or 

situations.  We are free to acknowledge that we have frailties, failures, weaknesses.  And most of all we 

are free to receive – to receive your love, your grace, your mercy.   

 

Forgive us Lord, when we try to be you. When we think we have all the right answers.  When we think 

we know what is best.  Forgive us when we question you instead of trusting you.  When we want to 

argue rather than accept.  Forgive us when we think we have any idea of what it is to create this vast and 

complex world, and then to look upon humanity, all of humanity, and love them.  Love them deeply.  

Love them enough to be willing to die for them.  No Lord, we are not you.  And we come today to be 

reminded of that.  So that we might go out and live as those who are free.  Free to love, free to forgive, 

free to show compassion, free to be generous, free to be a light in the darkness of the world around us.   

 

And Lord, we lift to you those who are feeling they are in darkness.  Those who are ill, in body or mind.  

Those who feel lost or afraid, those who are hurting and needing comfort.  Those around your world who 

are in need of basic food, medical care, education.  There are many, and there are those we wish to bring 

to you now. You have heard…      

 

 

Lord, thank you for this time to be still and know that you are God.  And Lord as we prepare our hearts, 

our minds, our souls to go back out into the mission field, we pray for your guidance and your blessing 

both as individuals and as a church, as we offer to you once again our John Wesley prayer… 

 


